Audubon Society of Corvallis

the

January 2005

General Meeting

January 20, Thursday, 7:30-9:00 PM
First Presbyterian Church
Birding in Brazil
A presentation by Paulo Boute
Paulo, a Brazilian naturalist, will be
speaking about birds of the Pantanal
and Mato Grosso areas of Brazil.
These areas are among the
most biodiverse in the
world.
Meeting Place Change: no longer at the Library
The Chapter meeting is at 7:30 PM Thursday, January 20,
at the meeting hall of the First Presbyterian Church, 118
SW Eighth Street. Note. We are returning to our customary
meeting location, now that the church has completed its
renovation project. As usual, the meeting will be preceded
by a social period, with refreshments, beginning at 7:00.
Future Programs at General Meetings
Feb 17
Katie Dugger, OSU faculty member. Either
her work on Adelie penguins in the Antarctic (probably) or her studies of overwintering warblers in Puerto Rico.
Mar 17
Bob Brister, Outreach Coordinator for the
Southern Utah Wilderness Alliance. Wild
Utah: America’s Redrock Wilderness.
Apr 21
Dave Mellinger, OSU faculty and Corvallis
Audubon member. Topic to be announced.
May 19
Dick Bauer, local wildlife photographer. The
Galapagos Islands.
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Birding Trip to Brazil: Update

As mentioned previously, Paulo Boute will be guiding
a birding trip for Corvallis Audubon from September 4
to 18, 2005. Information about Paulo’s company and the
tours it offers can be found on his website: http://www.
boute-expeditions.com. Cost of the trip is $2650 double
occupancy and $3200 single occupancy. This includes all
meals, lodging, and ground transportation, but does not
include air fare to Brazil. The complete itinerary can be
obtained from Chris Mathews at mathewsc2@comcast.
net. One-half the trip cost is due as a deposit six months
in advance, on March 4, 2004. This can be in the form of
a check made out to Audubon Society of Corvallis. The
remainder is due one month before the trip begins, that is,
on August 4, 2005.
Paulo has indicated a desire for at least ten participants
on the trip. At present nine ASC members have indicated
that they plan to go. Therefore, a few spaces are still available. Please contact Chris if you would like to add your
name to the list.
-Chris Mathews, ASC Vice President
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Atop the Nestbox

Book Review:

Birds of the Willamette Valley Region
by Harry Nehls,
Tom Aversa, and Hal Opperman
(R.W. Morse, Olympia WA)
ASC members were given a special treat
at the December meeting with a presentation by Harry Nehls on his new ﬁeld
guide to birds of the Willamette Valley
area. This is the ﬁrst comprehensive ﬁeld
guide for the Valley and will be a great
ﬁrst ﬁeld guide, an easy-to-carry guide
while you leave your more comprehensive ﬁeld books in the car, or to leave near
the window closest to your backyard feeder.
The book is 390 pages long with wonderful photos
of all of the more common species seen in the Willamette
Valley (200+ species). Pages are color-coded by family
of birds for easy location in the book. Each species is
given two pages of coverage—a page for excellent photos,
often displaying variation in plumage between sexes or
age groups; and a facing page with detailed information
describing the species, tips for identiﬁcation, where to ﬁnd
them in the Valley, their habits and habitats, and interesting
facts about them.
The ﬁeld guide is conveniently sized—ﬁts in your
pocket, and conveniently priced—only $14.95. Author
Harry Nehls is clearly one of the very top birders in the
Paciﬁc Northwest and has added his expertise not only to
the species identiﬁcations but to other helpful information
in the book—including how to attract birds, great birding
places in the Valley, how to buy binoculars, etc.
In short, this is the hip-pocket book for birders of any
age or stage in the Valley. Be sure to pick up a copy or two
at the January ASC meeting. For more info, contact: Harry
Nehls (hnehls@teleport.com).
-Susan Haig

When bluebirds fight, bet on the bluest
Excerpt from Science News, October 30, 2004 Vol. 166
Among male Eastern Bluebirds, their blues, along with birdvisible ultraviolet colors in their plumage, give a pretty good
indication of which males make the toughest competitors,
according to a study of nesting birds by Lynn Siefferman
and Geoffrey Hill of Auburn University in Alabama.
In some birds, the feather pigments signal the health of
a mate. The bluebird blue, however, poses new questions
because it doesn’t come from a pigment. Instead, the color
is a trick of the light bouncing off intricate structures on
feathers. Researchers have wondered whether such structure-based color could also signal the ﬁtness of a male.
The researchers set out birdhouses and watched to see
which males triumphed in competitions to take up residence
there. Feathers plucked from the winners turned out to have
more-intense structural coloring than the losers’ did. The
more colorful males also successfully raised more offspring.
Thus, the color could be an indicator of which bird to wager
on in male-male competitions, the researchers will report
in an upcoming issue of Animal Behavior.
Thanks to Andrea Foster for submitting this article

Corvallis Christmas Bird
Count Results

Quick Summary:
This year’s Corvallis CBC was held on Tuesday, December
21st. There were nearly 60 participants out in the ﬁeld and
ﬁve feeder watches. A total of 117 species were seen that
day, and one more species (Ross’s Goose) was added for
count week. I tried to get most of the large parks and open
space areas covered by foot this year and the effort paid
off with new highs set for Hairy Woodpecker, Steller’s
and Western Scrub Jays, Red-breasted Nuthatches, Brown
Creepers and Western Bluebirds. Other highs were set by
Northern Shovelers, Wild Turkeys and American Pipits.
Apparently new to the count were Barn Swallows and
Brant, both seen at Finley. Uncommon birds included a
Black Phoebe at Snagboat Bend, a Paciﬁc Golden-Plover
seen about 1 mile east of there, and an Orange-crowned
Warbler and Harris’s Sparrow seen at local feeders.
A full report will be in next month’s Chat.
I’d like to thank all the people who participated in
this year’s count for the tremendous effort they put in.
Special thanks also go to Rana Foster for putting together
the chili potluck.
-Marcia F. Cutler

Albany-Airlie CBC

Summary of the Christmas Bird Count on Jan. 2
124 species were seen, compared to the previous 7-year
high of 122 (so we can’t just give the Canada Goose species split the credit!). Notable uncommon species were
Greater Scaup, Black Phoebe, Northern Shrike and Orange-crowned Warbler. Top ﬁve species in quantity were,
European Starling (22,306), Canada Goose (12,261), Cackling Goose (9,819), Dunlin (9,620) and American Crow
(3,220). The newspaper ran the story earlier than expected,
in the Corvallis Gazette-Times, Monday January 3. It also
ran in the Albany Democrat-Herald. I thought the reporter
especially did a good job featuring Joel Geier (our Field
Notes editor) and his many birding insights.
-Paul Adamus
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Heshavn Work Parties

Field Trip Schedule

There are lots of work party opportunities this month.
Because of holidays the December work parties were delayed to January. So, there are 2 blackberry control work
parties on the Saturday mornings of Jan. 8 and Jan. 29
(8 AM to noon both days). If the weather is dry and we have
enough volunteers we will burn the debris pile on one of
these Saturdays. On Sundays Jan. 9 and Jan. 30 there will
be 2 barn work parties. These will go from 9 AM to 3:30
PM. Between these 2 work parties I’m hoping we can: 1)
ﬁnish the wall paneling on the museum room, 2) close in
the walls on the tool shed and actually be able to move tools
into it, and 3) get the road-side sign installed.

Jan 8
Jan 9
Feb 12
Feb 13

Saturday local morning birding 7:30 AM
Willamette Park, 4-5 PM
Saturday local morning birding 7:30 AM
Jackson-Frazier Wetland, 4-5 PM

Sunday Afternoon Field Trips in Corvallis
Local, one-hour trips just before sunset when bird activity
is high. Ideal for non-morning people who want to get out
birding. Corvallis parks and other spots have great birds.
Bring binoculars and rain gear. Leader: Don Boucher,
541-753-7689, bouchdon@juno.com
Jan 9
Feb 13

Willamette Park, 4-5 PM, meet at the Goodnight Ave Picnic Shelter
Jackson-Frazier Wetland, 4-5 PM. In northeast Corvallis, take Conifer Blvd. and go
north on Lancaster Street. The parking lot is
at the end of Lancaster St.

Second Saturday Field Trips
Each month on the second Saturday, a local morning ﬁeld
trip meets at the Avery Park Rose Garden parking area at
7:30 AM. We carpool to designated birding spots. This
ﬁeld trip is especially interesting for beginner birders and
new birders to Oregon’s mid-valley area. We spend a lot of
time identifying local birds by sight and song. We visit the
valley National Wildlife Refuges–Finley, Baskett Slough,
and Ankeny as well as other birding areas throughout the
year. Field trip leader is Paula Vanderheul 541-752-0470,
vanderp@peak.org

The new sign by Carol Chapel of Watermark Signs

Spring Weekend Trips 2005
The 2005 spring weekend trips are set up for the following dates:

Progress at Hesthavn
The museum room is now functional. The display cases
have been installed and track lighting illuminates the cases.
Kate Mathews and Marcia Cutler moved museum birds
from a rental storage facility into the cases. Cedar wall
paneling has been installed on most of the outer wall, but
that is a task that still needs to be completed. It soon will
be much easier to ﬁnd us since we now have a sign that
we will be installing along the road sometime in the next
month (see work parties). Many thanks to Carol Chapel
(Watermark Signs) for doing a beautiful job.
Hesthavn Sanctuary is located 8590 NW Oak Creek
Road, west of Corvallis. It is a quarter mile before the OSU
Forest Field Station and trail head.
-Ray Drapek

Bandon Coast March 18-20
Klamath Basin April 22-24
Note: Last month the Klamath Basin dates
were listed incorrectly.
Rogue Valley May 6-8 Shakespeare Play “Napoli
Milonaria”
Malheur NWR May 19-22
The Rogue Valley and Malheur trips require a $50 deposit
by February 28, 2005 payable to Fred Ramsey 3550 NW
Glen Ridge PL Corvallis OR 97330.
Contact Paula Vanderheul via email vanderp@peak.
org or phone 541-752-0470 for the details of the weekend
trips and sign-up.
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Field
Notes
November 22 through December 27, 2004

North of our area, Don Miller saw two pairs of Mandarin Ducks
were at pond near the library in Tigard 20 Dec. These most likely
originated as escapes rather than truly wild birds, but they are still
spectacular to see with the Wood Ducks and Hooded Mergansers on
the same pond.
Gadwall were at Finley 25-28 Nov (M & H Bruner; E Knight).
12 were along Hoefer Rd. n. of Albany 19 Dec (R Gerig). Four were in
Philomath 21 Dec (N Strycker).
A male Eurasian Wigeon was on the pond east of the barn at
Finley 25 Dec (Bill & Lena Proebsting). A pair of Cinnamon Teal along
Wintel Rd. at Ankeny 26 Dec were joined by another male 27 Dec (B
Proebsting). Flocks of Northern Shovelers, Northern Pintails, and
Green-winged Teal were seen regularly at Finley through the period.
Three Canvasbacks were at Stewart Lake 24 Nov (N Strycker);
about two dozen were at Ankeny 18 Dec (L Millbank). Flocks of
Ring-necked Ducks, Lesser Scaup, and Bufﬂehead were reported
from various locations throughout the period. Andrea and Gregg Foster
enjoyed a splendid pair of Hooded Mergansers at Finley 17 Dec. 15
Ruddy Ducks were at Philomath Sewage Ponds 5-9 Dec, decreasing
to ten on 21 Dec (N Strycker).
Steve Seibel saw ﬁve White-tailed Kites at the prairie overlook at
Finley 25 Nov, and noted at least one was present most times he checked
this location through late Dec. An adult kite was between Peoria and
Halsey 28 Nov (R Gerig), and one was along Gap Rd. south of Brownsville 14 Dec (Jeff Fleischer), both locations in Linn Co. where kites are
rare. Six were at Kings Valley 29 Nov (Carol Karlen).
Cliff Cordy and Marcia Cutler counted six Bald Eagles as part
of a raptor census around Benton Co. 4 Dec. Jeff Fleischer found 8 in
one section of Linn Co. 14 Dec. Bald Eagles are again concentrating
around Peterson Butte (4 miles SW of Lebanon); Steve Seibel reports
that a fellow hang-glider soared with nine eagles there 20 Dec.
Steve watched both an adult Golden Eagle and a Bald Eagle feeding on a waterfowl carcass at Finley 22 Dec. He saw an adult Golden
Eagle soaring above the refuge three other times from 12 Dec onward.
Andrea and Gregg Foster also saw one soaring there 17 Dec.
Northern Harriers and Red-tailed Hawks seem to be very abundant this winter. Raptor surveys in Linn Co. recorded 41 harriers and 77
red-tails in the Peoria-Halsey area 4 Dec, and 48 harriers and 68 red-tails
in an area farther north 14 Dec (R Campbell; J Fleischer).
On a long walk about E.E. Wilson 1 Dec, I came across three different Sharp-shinned Hawks and three Cooper’s Hawks, no doubt drawn
to the area by the many sparrows and ﬁnches. One of the Sharp-shinned
Hawks (an adult) was albinistic, with a mottling of pure-white feathers on
its wings. On 7 Dec, Kris Grave had an up-close visit by a Sharp-shinned
Hawk which landed on her fence in NW Corvallis.
An adult Red-shouldered Hawk has been seen regularly just ne.
of the Angling Pond at E. E. Wilson Wildlife Area, from 24 Nov onward
(N Strycker and others). One was at Ankeny 26 Nov & 18 Dec (M & H
Bruner; L Millbank). Lisa Millbank spotted one along Philomath Blvd
in Corvallis 3 Dec. An immature was along Truelove Blvd in Linn Co.
13 Dec (J Fleischer).
Single Rough-legged Hawks were near Finley 28 Nov and 11-12
Dec (E Knight; S Seibel). Surveys 4 Dec found four apiece in the Peoria
area and southern Benton Co. (R Campbell; C Cordy & M Cutler).
Four raptor surveys in Linn & Benton Co. during early Dec yielded
a total of 298 American Kestrels, which also seem to be wintering in
high numbers. There must be plenty of rodents in the ﬁelds, to feed all
of those raptors!
Merlins were reported from Finley 28 Nov (E Knight), E.E. Wilson
1 & 16 Dec (me; Mike Marsh), near Peoria 4 Dec (R Campbell), and se.
of Albany 13 Dec (J Fleischer). One was also at Luckiamute Landing
14 Dec, one of the most reliable spots to ﬁnd one in our area.
A probable Gyrfalcon just e. of Stahlbusch Island 25 Nov was
last seen ﬂying in the direction of south Corvallis (R Campbell). Two
Peregrine Falcons were seen regularly near the s. end of Blueberry Rd.

This month we can truly call these “ﬁeld” notes, as I’m starting
this column 29 Dec on my laptop beside a campﬁre high in the Coast
Range, on the eve of the Upper Nestucca CBC (Christmas Bird Count).
This count was started in the late 1970s to highlight a prime section of
Spotted Owl habitat. According to biologists, the Bear Creek drainage where I’m camped was then home to a large family of these owls.
However, the habitat was fragmented by clear-cutting, and all of the
Spotted Owls that lived here died off, mainly by starvation. In the wee
hours of the morning, I’ll be calling for Northern Saw-whet Owls,
Western Screech-Owls, Great Horned Owls, and maybe even Barred
Owls which have now invaded this part of the Coast Range, but I have
no hopes of ﬁnding Spotted Owls.
This year’s local CBCs were conducted under typical winter
conditions, with occasional rain and fog but temperatures mostly above
freezing. Results of the Corvallis CBC on 21 Dec (CCBC) were compiled by Marcia Cutler.
Correction: Last month’s ﬁeld notes included a report of both a
Burrowing Owl and a Barn Owl which had apparently been shot by a
riﬂe along Smith Rd. It turns out these reports were of the same bird, and
should have been reported as a Barn Owl. Unfortunately the suspicion
of foul play turns out to be correct, as X-rays showed a small-caliber
bullet wound (ﬁde Merlin Eltzroth). Our chapter has offered a reward
for information leading to arrest of the culprits.
Abbreviations & Locations: NWR = National Wildlife Refuge;
Ankeny NWR is south of Salem in Marion Co. Baskett Slough NWR
is near Dallas in Polk Co. E.E. Wilson Wildlife Area is north of Adair
Village along Hwy 99W. Finley NWR is south of Corvallis. Luckiamute Landing is a greenway along the Willamette River in se. Polk
Co. Pioneer Villa is along I-5 near Brownsville. Stewart Lake is on the
Hewlett-Packard campus in north Corvallis. Vineyard Mtn is just north
of Lewisburg.

Sightings:

Marion and Howard Bruner saw Pied-billed Grebes at Finley 29
Nov. Andrea and Greg Foster saw two there 17 Dec. A Horned Grebe
was at Philomath Sewage Ponds 5-7 Dec, joined by three Western
Grebes 5-7 Dec (Noah Strycker). Two Eared Grebes were at the
Philomath ponds 26 Nov through 9 Dec (Bill Tice; N Strycker); the
count at the Halsey sewage ponds increased from two on 28 Nov (Randy
Campbell) to ﬁve on 5 Dec (Roy Gerig).
A Mountain View kindergarten class and their third-grade buddies
(not to mention a few teachers and moms) enjoyed two B at Finley 3
Dec. The count reached nine by 17 Dec (A Foster). A Green Heron
was at Ankeny 18 Dec (Lisa Millbank).
Three Greater White-fronted Geese were at Finley 26 Nov (B
Tice). Two Snow Geese were with Canada Goose and Cackling Goose
ﬂocks at Finley 25-28 Nov (M & H Bruner; B Tice; Erik Knight), with
at least one continuing in the area through 21 Dec (CCBC). A Ross’s
Goose was also seen at Finley 28 Nov (Dan Heyerly), along Bellfountain Rd. s. of Philomath 7 Dec (N Strycker) and back at Finley 17 Dec
(A Foster).
A lone “Aleutian” Goose (now classed as a subspecies of Cackling Goose) was at McFadden Marsh 25 Nov (M & H Bruner). Many
observers noted large ﬂocks of ordinary Cackling Geese as well as
“Dusky” Canada Geese at Finley throughout the period. A Brant was
found along Bruce Rd. (CCBC).
Two swans were among the birds seen by the Mountain View kindergarten class at Finley 3 Dec, as ﬂocks of up to a few dozen Tundra
Swans were reported from the refuge through the period. 39 were dabbling at McFadden Marsh 17 Dec (A Foster). Don Miller saw several
hundred swans just s. of Halsey 12 Dec. A ﬂock of 160 Tundra Swans
at Ankeny 18 Dec included a few Trumpeter Swans (L Millbank).
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Wrentits in the wildlife area 28 Nov, and I tallied six on a long walk 1
Dec, as further sign that this species is now well established there.
American Pipit ﬂocks were noted at various locations throughout
the month, including the Peoria area (R Campbell, Merlin and Elsie
Eltzroth) and the Philomath sewage ponds (N Strycker).
A Orange-crowned Warbler was found during the CCBC.
Yellow-rumped Warbler ﬂocks were seen regularly at Finley and E.E.
Wilson. Townsend’s Warblers are the next most likely warblers to be
found here in winter, usually in conifers. Two visited Vineyard Mtn 19
Nov (M & E Eltzroth). One was in Willamette Park 29 Nov and three
were elsewhere around Corvallis 1 Dec (N Strycker). Michael Dossett
reported a Palm Warbler on the OSU campus 24 Nov, but the bird did
not stay around.
A female Western Tanager was a surprising winter visitor to Matt
Hunter’s neighborhood along NW Dixon St. in Corvallis 28 Nov. Normally these birds should be in Central America by this time of year.
I found ﬁve wintering Savannah Sparrows in grass ﬁelds near
E.E. Wilson 1 Dec, fewer than in past winters. Noah Strycker also found
ﬁve near Philomath 21 Dec.
E.E. Wilson hosts remarkable numbers of sparrows in winter. I
found nearly 80 Sooty Fox Sparrows on a walk around the wildlife area
1 Dec. These brush-loving sparrows often hide in blackberry thickets,
and are more easily detected by their hard “check” calls than by eye. I
also tallied 18 Lincoln’s Sparrows (mainly in more open, wet grassy
areas), but missed a Swamp Sparrow which Noah Strycker and Nate
Richardson found n. of the headquarters 2 Dec. Another Swamp Sparrow was near the viewing platform along the nature trail 16 Dec (M
Marsh, H Gilmore).
A White-throated Sparrow was on the OSU campus 24 Nov (T
Snetsinger). Eight were in the north part of E. E. Wilson 24 Nov, mostly
ne. of the Angling Pond (N Strycker). A Harris’s Sparrow was found
at a private residence during the CCBC. One Slate-colored Junco was
at Luckiamute Landing 14 Dec.
Two Gray-crowned Rosy-Finches were still atop Mary’s Peak
26-29 Nov (B Tice; C Karlen). There have been no reports since the
road to the summit was closed 30 Nov. Ten Purple Finches were at E.
E. Wilson 2 Dec (N Strycker). Pine Siskins visited Howard Bruner’s
Corvallis yard 29 Nov. A ﬂock of Red Crossbills were at Fitton Green
Natural Area 5 Dec (D Boucher).
Even in early winter, the House Sparrows are thinking about
nesting. On 14 Dec a territorial male was hopping around and calling
in some bushes by the ODF&W ofﬁce in Adair Village.
About 35 Roosevelt Elk were at Finley 17 Dec (A & G Foster).

in Linn Co. through 5 Dec (R Campbell; R Gerig). One at the Philomath
sewage ponds 5-7 & 21 Dec (N Strycker).
A covey of up to 16 Mountain Quail has been along the Cofﬁn
Butte trail at E.E. Wilson since 1 Dec. On 24 Nov Steve Gordon saw a
Sandhill Crane ﬂying south alongside of I-5 in s. Linn Co.
Black-bellied Plovers have been more common than usual in
the Peoria area, with 9 along Harmony Lane 20 Dec (R Campbell). A
Paciﬁc Golden-Plover turned up again just s. of where Country Rd.
meets Tangent Rd. 5 Dec; and continued to associate with Killdeer and
Dunlin there through 10 Dec (R Gerig; Tanya Bray). Scattered ﬂocks of
Long-billed Dowitchers and Wilson’s Snipe have also been reported,
as usual for the season.
Several parties saw gulls during the CCBC, but none of the gulls
could be identiﬁed as to species. The most commonly reported gulls this
month were California Gulls and Glaucous-winged Gulls, generally
in small numbers for the season. A ﬁrst-winter Glaucous Gull was e.
of Harrisburg 27 Dec (Randy Moore).
A Ringed Turtle-Dove was reported by Shirley Pierce in Albany 5
Nov (ﬁde M Eltzroth), most likely an escaped cage bird, but we should
also be on the lookout for the similar Eurasian Collared-Dove, which
is expanding its range across the country, reaching Oregon in recent
years.
A Great Horned Owl at Fitton Green Natural Area 5 Dec was
attended by many unhappy jays (Don Boucher). Four Burrowing Owls
were still using culverts in the Peoria area as of 20 Dec (R Campbell),
including one within the count circle for the CCBC. A Short-eared Owl
was along Glaser Dr. w. of Lebanon 5 Dec (R Gerig).
An Anna’s Hummingbird was gleaning insects from lichens on
tree bark just s. of Benton Center in Corvallis 11 Dec. A pair continues
to grace Andrea Foster’s nw. Corvallis yard.
A Red-breasted Sapsucker visited a Vineyard Mtn yard 26 Nov
(Merlin Eltzroth). A Hairy Woodpecker and two Three-toed Woodpeckers were in the burn north of the Hoodoo ski area, when Wil Geier
and I snowshoed there 22 Dec. A Pileated Woodpecker was at Fitton
Green Natural Area 5 Dec (D Boucher). One was at E. E. Wilson 16
Dec (M Marsh, Henry Gilmore).
Black Phoebes were reported from four Linn Co. locations this
month: one at the Halsey sewage ponds 28 Nov (R Campbell), one
was at a gravel pit along Hoofer Dr n. of Albany 19 Dec (R Gerig), one
still at Snagboat Bend near Peoria 21 Dec (CCBC), and one at Pioneer
Villa 22 Dec (Mark Nikas). A Say’s Phoebe was along Linn West Rd.
NE of Brownsville 4 Dec (R Campbell); one was at Manning Butte 5
Dec (R Gerig).
A Northern Shrike was at Finley 28 Nov (E Knight). On 6 Dec
I heard, then saw one calling softly in the n. end of E.E. Wilson. A
Hutton’s Vireo was at E.E. Wilson 28 Nov (M & H Bruner).
Steller’s Jays continue to expand their presence in Corvallis. Andrea Foster notes some are now frequenting her yard in nw. Corvallis.
OSU researchers are again studying wintering ﬂocks of Horned
Larks in the Willamette Valley; Randy Moore (randy.moore@orst.edu
or 541-73806815) would appreciate reports on numbers and locations
of any ﬂocks you encounter.
A Barn Swallow was at McFadden Marsh 4 Dec (C Cordy, M
Cutler).
Mountain View students on the trip to Woodpecker Loop 3 Dec
enjoyed close-up views of a Ruby-crowned Kinglet, heard our smallest
songbird, Golden-crowned Kinglets high in the canopy, and listened
to Chestnut-backed Chickadees saying their last name.
Western Bluebird ﬂocks were reported this month from Finley,
E.E. Wilson, Cofﬁn Butte and Philomath. A Hermit Thrush was at E.E.
Wilson 1 Dec; another was in Lewisburg 7 & 20 Dec (Paul Adamus).
Tom Snetsinger saw an albinistic American Robin on the OSU
Campus 24 Nov. The robin was half white on the breast, and was spangled
with white across its back. Varied Thrushes were remarkably abundant in E.E. Wilson 16 Dec (M Marsh). M & H Bruner found a pair of

Coastal notes

30 Brown Pelicans were off Boiler Bay 23 Nov (Phil Pickering).
A few were still at Yaquina Bay 27 Nov (M & H Bruner). A Rock
Sandpiper was with Black Turnstones and Surfbirds along the South
Jetty of Yaquina Bay 29 Nov (Arch McCallum).
A juvenile or female Selasphorus hummingbird (Rufous or Allen’s
Hummingbird) in Waldport 19 Dec was very unusual since Rufous
Hummingbirds do not usually arrive there until February.
A Black Phoebe was along the Siletz River 5 Dec (Wayne
Hoffman). A Rose-breasted Grosbeak was at Beaver Creek 12 Dec
(Laimons Osis ﬁde Range Bayer). A Western Meadowlark foraged
between buildings of the Hatﬁeld Marine Science Center 22 Dec (Dave
Mellinger).

Next month
Please send me your sightings for next month by 24 Jan:
Joel Geier, 38566 Hwy 99W, Corvallis, OR 97330-9320
Telephone: (541) 745-5821 or 745-5020
e-mail: jgeier@attglobal.net
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Pressure on Drilling in Arctic
Reaches New High

Snowy Plovers

Critical Habitat Proposal Announced by USFWS
The Fish and Wildlife Service recently released its plan to
designate critical habitat needed for the survival and recovery of the western snowy plover on the Paciﬁc coast.
In the face of continued lawsuits by proponents of
opening more beaches, FWS amended its earlier decision
and lowered the acreages it needs to provide for these
plovers using the coastal strand. These areas for snowy
plovers are currently less utilized by humans than other
threatened species habitat (such as forests of the northern
spotted owl), but development and recreation use pressures
will continue to mount. Re-elected Coos County Commissioner John Grifﬁth, a vocal critic of such protections, has
mounted a campaign to delist this population, arguing no
genetic difference between this and the inland population.
But the genetic work is neither complete or conclusive.
Additionally, the Endangered Species Act argues for the
protection of a species throughout its range, and the use of
coastal stretches in California, Oregon, and Washington by
western snowy plovers is part of our natural heritage.
More information can be found at the FWS website:
http://sacramento.fws.gov

During the last ﬁve years, federal legislators have made
numerous attempts to open the coastal plain of the Arctic
National Wildlife Refuge to oil and gas exploration and
development. Two events have conspired to bring this possibility closer than ever. First, the re-election of President
Bush has precipitated more Cabinet-level shufﬂing, and his
selected replacement for energy policy has made it clear
that oil production from the Arctic is his number one agenda
item (notwithstanding the entire Arctic region’s inability
to keep up with U.S. demand). Second, the U.S. Senate
remains in Republican control, and potential advocates for
drilling now number a slight majority.
However, Senator Gordon Smith (R, Oregon) publicly
stated that he sees nothing in the current situation that would
make him willing to change his current opposition to Arctic refuge drilling (Oregonian, Dec 21, 2004 pg. A8). He
should be thanked and supported for keeping this position
in the coming months, particularly as another inevitable
vote to open this Arctic Serengeti to extractive industries
will come in February or March. Your personal comment to
his ofﬁce could not only bolster his position, but also that
of other western Senators who may otherwise succumb to
Administrative muscle.
In the meantime, stay tuned for Arctic-related events
in your community. Please attend when you can, and be
sure to voice your concerns!
-Jim Fairchild

Public comments are due by February 15,
2005, and public hearings may be requested.
Submit written comments and information to:
Field Supervisor, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
Sacramento Fish and Wildlife Ofﬁce
2800 Cottage Way, W-2605
Sacramento, California 95825
by e-mail to WSP_pCH@fws.gov

Discovering a Sense of Place

Northwest Earth Institute Teams Up With
Audubon and Offers Discussion Group
If you're like me, you can probably associate certain
birds, trees and landscape features with your own town or
neighborhood. These things can become so familiar that
their like old friends. Here is an opportunity to share those
experiences and learn more about it from others.
The Northwest Earth Institute of Corvallis facilitates
discussion groups on connecting people with their communities and environment. I've participated in several of
their programs and found them very enlightening and made
good friends. Starting late this winter, I will be facilitating
the discussion group Discovering a Sense of Place. It's an
eight week program (meeting one evening a week) with
reading materials and a circle discussion.
I have yet to set a schedule and a place but I'm looking
for a volunteer(s) to offer their home as a meeting place.
I will have information at the next general meeting (Jan.
20, see front page) and will follow up with details in the
next Chat. (for more about the Northwest Earth Institute
see www.nwei.org)
-Don Boucher 753-7689, bouchdon@juno.com
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State Environmental
Coalition Concerns

Taking Back our Right to Know: Implementing
Oregon’s Pesticide Use Reporting Law
The 2005 Legislature should properly fund Oregon’s pesticide use reporting system. Five years ago the legislature
voted overwhelmingly to pass this landmark law, but lack
of implementing funds has resulted in no information about
where, when or how much pesticide are being applied in
our communities.

Oregon Conservation Network (OCN), a coalition of more
than 30 conservation and environmental organizations, met
over the year to identify and pursue common agenda items
for the 2005 legislative session. Contributing organizations support a lobbyist in Salem, who will assist in these
and other efforts. As a member of OCN, we are proud to
support the following efforts:

At our post-election meeting, a seventh agenda item
was added in opposition to Measure 37, which will wreak
havoc on Oregon land use laws, and our quality of life.
Many members of OCN were pleased with Governor
Kulongoski’s efforts on behalf of the environment, and
his priorities as reﬂected in his budget for the next biennium.
-Jim Fairchild

Protecting the Oregon Dream: No Rollbacks
The 2005 Legislature should pass no law that weakens or
rolls back existing environmental safeguards. For the past
ﬁve sessions, most of their energy on the environment has
focused on dozens of efforts weaken or remove existing
safeguards, including those that promote clean air and water, hold polluters accountable, protect farm and forestland,
and ensure healthy populations of wildlife and adequate
open spaces.
Campaign for Conservation Investment
The 2005 Legislature should restore funding that has been
cut from natural resource agency budgets, lay the foundation for a long-term investment program to protect ﬁsh and
wildlife, repair Oregon’s natural infrastructure, and create
jobs in rural communities.
Closing the Toxic Mixing Zones Loophole to
Restore Oregon’s Rivers
The 2005 Legislature should close the DEQ loophole
that allows pollution to be released into Oregon’s rivers
at toxic levels. The loophole allows polluters to violate
clean water laws in areas known as “mixing zones”, which
allow for a wide range of pollutants including arsenic, lead
and mercury.
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Creating Marine Reserves for Oregon’s Future
The 2005 Legislature should conﬁrm the Ocean Policy
Advisory Committee (OPAC) and establish a science-based
system of marine reserves. Scientists have found that an
effective way to help restore ocean resources is to establish
areas off the coast as “marine reserves” where ﬁsh and their
habitat are protected.

Rough-legged Hawk

Diesel Solutions Act
The 2005 Legislature should reduce unhealthy diesel
exhaust and create new markets for Oregon farmers by
promoting Biodiesel and establishing a fund to retroﬁt and
replace dirty diesel school buses. Diesel pollution is the
#1 air toxin in Oregon.
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CHAT

Calendar
Jan 8-9
Jan 8
Jan 9
Jan 13
Jan 20

Hesthavn work patries (see page 35)
Saturday local morning birding 7:30 AM**
Sunday afternoon birding 4-5 PM**
Board Meeting 7:30 PM
General Meeting 7:30 PM, 1st Presb. Church
Paulo Boute, Birding in Brazil*
Jan 24
Field Notes deadline
Jan 27
Chat deadline for February
Jan 29-30 Hesthavn work patries (see page 35)
Feb 10
Board Meeting 7:30 PM
Feb 12
Saturday local morning birding 7:30 AM**
Feb 13
Sunday afternoon birding 4-5 PM**
Feb 17
General Meeting 7:30 PM, 1st Presb. Church
Katie Dugger, OSU ﬁeld research scientist on birds*
Feb 21
Field Notes deadline
Feb 24
Chat deadline for March
Everybody’s welcome, including nonmembers,
to any ASC function
* see front page
** see page 35 for ﬁeld trip descriptions

The Chat is published 10 times a year by the Audubon Society of
Corvallis, PO Box 148, Corvallis OR 97339. Annual ASC memberships
are $20 for an individual, $25 for a family, $15 for a student. Chat-only
subscriptions are $10.
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