
57

Audubon Society of Corvallis

 
the CHAT

VOL. 34 April 2005 #8

In This Issue:

New Bluebird Trail Chair 58
Bird Day for Kids at Hesthavn 59
Field trips 59
New Chat Editor starts this summer 63

caped on weekends to the north woods in New Hampshire. 
He soon departed for the west and its bigger wildernesses, 
along with the bigger challenge of graduate school at Stan-
ford. He studied computer recognition of musical sounds, 
obtaining a doctorate in computer science in 1992. With that 
background in signal processing and acoustics, he turned 
to bioacoustics, using sound as a means to study biology 
and conservation — particularly of marine mammals — at 
Cornell, in Monterey, and now at OSU.

Directions
The Chapter meeting is at the meeting hall of the First Pres-
byterian Church, 118 SW Eighth Street. We are returning 
to our customary meeting location, now that the church 
has completed its renovation project. As usual, the meet-
ing will be preceded by a social period, with refreshments, 
beginning at 7:00.

Future Programs at General Meetings
May 19 Dick Bauer, local wildlife photographer.  

The Galapagos Islands.

General Meeting
April 21, Thursday, 7:30-9:00 PM
First Presbyterian Church

Why do whales sing?
A presentation by Dave Mellinger
Why do they make so many sounds as they move about our 
oceans? How can we learn more about whales, and other 
marine mammals, from their sounds? Here I’ll introduce 
some whales, whale songs, and whale sounds, then look 
at some of the questions that have arisen from research 
on marine mammal sounds. Whales sing when they’re on 
the breeding grounds.  So you might think the song is for 
attracting mates and driving off potential competitors, as 
it frequently is for birds. But whales also sing in the “off-
season,” away from the breeding grounds. Why? Humans 
too enjoy song, and other music, all the time. What simi-
larities are there here that might help us understand both 
the whales and ourselves?

Another interesting facet of whale calls is that they 
can travel very long distances in the sea — in some cases, 
hundreds of miles. I’ll show some of the ways in which we 
hear, locate, and track whales, and how we use this tracking 
to understand whale movements and ecology. We also use 
it for whale conservation, by finding the areas of the sea 
that are critical to the whales’ survival.

Interestingly, much of the technology for finding and 
tracking whales at sea has now found application for bird 
research — tracking birds in rainforests, detecting them 
during night migration, studying them in breeding areas. 
It’s also used for understanding details of bird communica-
tion: it turns out that birds convey a phenomenal amount 
of information in their sounds, and people are starting to 
understand some of this information. I’ll touch on some 
current research in avian bioacoustics.

Dave Mellinger grew up in Virginia, visiting the Blue 
Ridge Mountains and loving the forests and the animals 
there. He went away to college at MIT, where he earned 
bachelors degrees in mathematics and philosophy and es-
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Bluebirds, 
Blueberries & Bluegrass

Champoeg Bluebird Festival 2005
Saturday, June 18, 10 AM – 3 PM

A perfect event for the whole family, on 
Father’s Day Weekend

• See our native Western Bluebirds close up
• Build a nestbox and take it home
• Enjoy blueberry treats and tasty BBQ lunch
• Buy bird-friendly native plants & garden art
• Join an official Volkswalk around Champoeg
• Listen to a live Bluegrass band

Sponsored by Prescott Bluebird Recovery Project and 
Champoeg State Heritage Area

Champoeg Directions:
I-5 Donald/Aurora Exit # 278; west following signs to 
the park.

Event is free
There’s a $3 parking charge
Many thanks to our sponsors & community partners
For more information, see the website, 
prescottbluebird.com
or phone Kit Whittaker, 503.682.1446

Atop the Nestbox
Introducing Tara Robinson 
as Bluebird Trail Chair
The ASC Bluebird Trail was established in 1976 when the 
Western Bluebird population was at an all-time low. The 
Christmas Bird Count in 1978 documented only 46 blue-
birds within the count circle. The most recent Christmas 
Count recorded over 400 within the immediate Corvallis 
area alone which indicated a significant population in-
crease.

I retired as coordinator of the project in 2003 after 27 
years. Lacking a new coordinator, I retained loose supervi-
sion of the activities to continue this conservation effort. 
Now, I am pleased to announce that Dr. Tara R. Robinson 
has agreed to accept the position of Trail Chair. She has 
offered to continue all aspects of maintaining the Trail by 
soliciting new volunteers to monitor boxes, contacting 
homeowners for permission to place boxes, collecting 
data on reproductive success, banding birds, and compil-
ing reports. 

Dr. Robinson is an assistant research professor in 
the Dept. of Fisheries and Wildlife at OSU. Her research 
focuses of reproductive ecology of birds. She holds all 
necessary permits for the State and Federal agencies which 
allow her to conduct research and maintain the scientific 
aspects of the Trail. 

I wish to thank Tara for her offer to continue this 
conservation and education project. We will work together 
under her leadership.      

-Elsie Eltzroth
Bluebird Trail Chair
Tara R. Robinson, 2759 NW Angelica Dr., Corvallis, 97330. 
758-9181, robinson@exchangenet.net

Hesthavn Schedule
Due to schedules, classes, open houses, etc., we’ve changed 
the normal work parties for April and May. We’ll have work 
parties on Sunday April 17 (usual 9-3:30)  and on Saturday 
May 7 (usual time). 

Open House on May 8
In conjunction with ASC’s Birdathon, an Open House will 
be held on May 8 from 10-3 at the Hesthavn Sanctuary, 
beneficiary of the Birdathon funds.  Come on out for tours, 
refreshments, and a chance to see for yourselves what 
exciting projects your society is involved in..

Hesthavn Sanctuary is located 8590 NW Oak Creek 
Road, west of Corvallis. It is a quarter mile before the OSU 
Forest Field Station and trail head.

-Ray Drapek
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Bird Day for Kids
At Hesthavn, April 16, 10 AM - 1 PM
Come celebrate birds with us! On April 16, Audubon’s 
Hesthavn Nature Center will host a bird program for kids, 
ages K – 6.

Kids will learn about research techniques, bird identifi-
cation, and nesting behavior. We will also make bird masks 
for the Procession of the Species, and there will be a live 
raptor presentation by Chintimini Wildlife Rehabilitation 
Center. Registration required.

Registration
Contact Elise Elliott-Smith by April 8th to register your 
child (750-7390; eelliottsmith@yahoo.com).

Hesthavn Sanctuary is located 8590 NW Oak Creek 
Road, west of Corvallis. It is a quarter mile before the OSU 
Forest Field Station and trail head.

Cost: Donation only ($10/child suggested)

Birdathon 2005
You Already Have One Pledge!
Remember the Birdathon is coming up on May 7 and 8.  
And, if you participate, you automatically get a 15 cents 
per bird pledge from Elzy Eltzroth.  That means if you see 
50 species that weekend – quite possible with some good 
weather and a modicum of effort – you’ve raised $7.50 for 
Hesthavn Nature Center.  Throw in a couple of pledges from 
your mom, your kids’ grandparents, and/or a kindly aunt, 
and that’s real money towards improving and enhancing 
this local natural area and education center.  100% of the 
money you raise goes directly to Hesthavn.

To register for the ‘thon, pick up an information 
packet at the April Audubon meeting, drop me a line at 
<mary_vanbrocklin@yahoo.com>, or call me at 745-7170 
and I’ll mail you a packet.  Thanks, and I’ll see you in the 
forest / field / wildlife refuge / wetland!

-Mary Van Brocklin

ASC Field Trip Schedule
Apr 9 Saturday local morning birding 7:30 AM
Apr 17 Sunday, Bicycle Birding, 9 AM-noon
Apr 22-24 Klamath Basin
May 6-8 Rogue Valley Birding & Shakespeare Play
May 14 Saturday local morning birding 7:30 AM
May 19-22 Malheur National Wildlife Refuge
May 21 Saturday, Bicycle Birding, 9 AM-noon

Second Saturday Field Trips
Each month on the second Saturday, a local morning field 
trip meets at the Avery Park Rose Garden parking area at 
7:30 AM. We carpool to designated birding spots. This 
field trip is especially interesting for beginner birders and 
new birders to Oregon’s mid-valley area. We spend a lot of 
time identifying local birds by sight and song. We visit the 
valley National Wildlife Refuges—Finley, Baskett Slough, 
and Ankeny as well as other birding areas throughout the 
year. Field trip leader is Paula Vanderheul 541-752-0470, 
vanderp@peak.org

Apr 17 Sunday  
Bicycle Birding in Corvallis
9 AM-noon. Meet at the Avery Park Rose Garden (except 
in May). Easy and flat ride of 3-8 miles. We’ll poke along 
and find birds in every nook and cranny along bike routes 
in Corvallis. Bring water, binoculars and rain gear. Led by 
Don Boucher, 753-7689, bouchdon@juno.com

May 21 Saturday  
Bicycle Birding at E.E. Wilson in Adair
9:00 AM - Noon, Meet at the Pheasant cage parking lot on 
the north side of Camp Adair Drive. An easy, flat ride of 10 
miles or less. For die-hard bicyclists, you can meet at 8:00 
AM at the Benton Center parking lot 630 NW 7th and we’ll 
ride to E.E. Wilson and back. Bring water and rain gear. 
Leader: Don Boucher 753-7689, bouchdon@juno.com

Spring Weekend Trips 2005
The 2005 spring weekend trips are set up for the follow-
ing dates:

Klamath Basin April 22-24
Rogue Valley May 6-8 Shakespeare Play “Napoli Milonaria”

Malheur NWR May 19-22
Contact Paula Vanderheul via email: vanderp@peak.org or 
phone 541-752-0470 for the details of the weekend trips 
and sign-up.
 

Western Fence Lizard

artwork by Don Boucher
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Field Notes
February 22 through March 28, 2005

Unseasonably dry and warm weather continued through mid-
March, when it was possible to walk in boots (and mostly on bare 
ground) around Lost Lake in the Cascades. In the valley, the clayey 
soil in our yard was showing dessication cracks. The Willamette River 
was running at low levels more typical of late summer, and cherry and 
apple trees were in full bloom. 

At our place near E.E. Wilson, we had to lay out a water line in order 
to get our new native-prairie plantings to sprout. One usually expects 
native plants to be adapted to the local climate and not require water-
ing, but apparently all bets are off in this era of rapid climate change! 
More typical March weather finally came in third week, with soaking 
rains in the valley and snow in the Cascades, but the snow pack is still 
lower than average for this season, and drought conditions have been 
forecast for this summer.

Abbreviations & Locations: NWR = National Wildlife Refuge; 
Baskett Slough (NWR) is near Dallas in Polk Co. E.E. Wilson (Wildlife 
Area) is north of Adair Village along Hwy 99W. Finley (NWR) is south of 
Corvallis. Luckiamute Landing greenway is along the Willamette River 
of Buena Vista Rd in se. Polk Co. Stewart Lake is on the Hewlett-Packard 
campus in north Corvallis. Vineyard Mtn is just n. of Lewisburg.

Two Snow Geese, a Ross’s Goose and a Brant continued along 
with thousands of Cackling Geese and Canada Geese at Finley NWR 
through 5 Mar (John Sullivan, Laura Johnson). Jamie Simmons noted 
large flocks of Canada/Cackling Geese flying both north and south 
over Stewart Lake before the thunderstorms on 23 Mar; a very wary 
Cackling Goose visited the lake 28 Feb.

Up to 48 Trumpeter Swans continued in a field w. of Suver in 
s. Polk Co. through 28 Feb (Linda Fink; John & Barbara Woodhouse). 
The Tundra Swans which had been sharing the same field left by then, 
although a few continued in the Finley NWR area. On 24 Mar Mike 
Lippsmeyer was surprised to see two adult Whooper Swans crossing 
Hwy 99W on foot just south of the Luckiamute River. When he stopped 
to herd the swans off the road, he learned that they were escaped from 
nearby yard.

About 60 Mallards and a few Canada Geese were basking on 
the ice-free and nearly snow-free shore of Lost Lake 12 Mar when Wil 
Geier and I stopped for a walk on our way over Santiam Pass. We did 
not see any of the Barrow’s Goldeneyes which should show up to 
breed later in spring.

A Eurasian Wigeon drake was with American Wigeons along 
Bruce Rd. at Finley NWR 7 & 13 Mar (Khanh Tran; Marcia Cutler). 
On 25 Feb Noah Strycker spotted an intergrade Green-winged Teal 
on the Philomath sewage ponds showing traits of both the American 
and Eurasian subspecies. Ten Green-winged Teal turned up in Adair 
Park 18 Mar, and a pair of Ring-necked Ducks were there 29 Mar 
(Don Miller). 

Alan McGie noted about 8 Hooded Mergansers on the canal pond 
at E.E. Wilson 15 Mar. Stirring among the wintering Ring-necked Duck 
and Lesser Scaup populations was signaled on 3 Mar when numbers 
swelled to over two dozen apiece on Stewart Lake; smaller numbers 
continued through 25 Mar (J Simmons). 25 Lesser Scaup, ten Buffle-
heads and five Ruddy Ducks were still at the Philomath sewage ponds 
28 Mar (N Strycker). Two Ruddy Duck drakes continued at Stewart 
Lake through 23 Mar at Stewart Lake, by which time both were showing 
ruddy feathers; one continued through 25 Mar (J Simmons).

On 16 Mar I heard a Ruffed Grouse drumming at Luckiamute 
Landing. Two Mountain Quail visited Merlin & Elsie Eltzroth’s yard 
on Vineyard Mtn 15 Mar, for the first time since September.

On 13 Mar Marcia Cutler and Paula Vanderheul noticed 14 Great 
Egrets roosting in the trees behind Cheadle Marsh at Finley, while they 
were surveying raptors around Benton Co. They also counted 26 Tur-
key Vultures, most of which were headed north along the Willamette 

River.
Ospreys began to arrive. The first report was one on East Ingram 

Island 13 Mar (M Cutler, P Vanderheul). Another was at E.E. Wilson 15 
Mar (A McGie). One was on the nest by the Harrison St bridge 22-23 
Mar (Miranda Cooley; Don Boucher).

Good numbers of Bald Eagles continued to be seen. Jeff Fleischer 
saw two groups totaling 16 “guarding” sheep flocks in Linn Co. 22 Mar 
(most likely waiting for the chance to scavenge dead lambs and/or pla-
centae during lambing). Jeff noted many pairs of Northern Harriers in 
rural Linn Co. 22 Mar, and saw one male carrying a stick to a suspected 
nest site in the middle of an annual grass field e. of Falk Rd. A male 
Cooper’s Hawk was at Stewart Lake 25 Mar, but Jamie Simmons has 
seen no signs of nesting this year.

Jeff Fleischer noted three active Red-tailed Hawk nests in w. 
Linn Co. 22 Mar. He also found a Rough-legged Hawk near Diamond 
Hill Rd, and found three in another part of Linn Co. two days later. The 
Benton Co. survey 13 Mar turned up seven Rough-legged Hawks – five 
in one place where Llewellyn Rd. crosses Hwy 99W, and two near the 
prairie overlook at Finley (M Cutler, P Vanderheul).

Steve Seibel saw an adult and a subadult Golden Eagle fly to land 
in a snag high up in the hills e. of Coburg (Lane Co.) 27 Feb.

Single Merlins were found in Benton Co. 13 Mar (M Cutler, P 
Vanderheul) and near Plainview 25 Mar (J Fleischer). An adult Per-
egrine Falcon was at Finley 5 Mar (J Sullivan, L Johnson) and again 
13 Mar (M Cutler); one was soaring over Indian Head Mtn in Linn Co. 
22 Mar (J Fleischer).

On 26 Feb Pat Waldron heard Sandhill Cranes vocalizing while 
flying south(!) over her place e. of Scio; she wondered if they may 
have gotten turned around in the thick fog. The next day Jeff Harding 
saw three groups of cranes n. of Lebanon, headed northeast and back 
in Pat’s direction.

44 Least Sandpipers were beside a small pond near the Corvallis 
airport 13 Mar (M Cutler, P Vanderheul). On 4 Mar Jeff Harding heard 
several Wilson’s Snipe performing their winnowing display flights n. 
of Lebanon. Jeff also heard one making “kep kep kep” calls, considered 
to be the breeding “song” of this not-so-musical species.

A Great Horned Owl was still brooding on the nest n. of the E.E. 
Wilson angling pond 4 Mar. Another was perched beside a presumably 
occupied nest in Adair Park 2 Mar (D Miller).

Randy Campbell and Jeff Fleischer found two Burrowing Owls 
during their 24 Feb raptor survey, one in the usual Blueberry Rd. loca-
tion near Peoria, and the other along Powerline Rd. just n. of Halsey. 
Short-eared Owls seemed to be sparser than usual this past winter; the 
only report this month was of one off of Lake Creek Dr in Linn Co. 22 
Mar (J Fleischer).

A male Anna’s Hummingbird made an uncommon appearance 
in Bill & Lena Proebsting’s Oak Creek yard 26 Feb, one day before the 
first male Rufous Hummingbird showed up. The first female Rufous 
Hummingbird in our area also showed up 27 Feb, in Don & Elizabeth 
MacDonald’s nw Corvallis yard. Usually the females show up about a 
week later than the first males arrive to stake out territories.

An Acorn Woodpecker briefly visited an oak snag at our place 
just s. of Coffin Butte 23 Feb, perhaps a pioneer from the Adair Park 
colony which Don Miller monitors, out prospecting for new breeding 
territory.

A Red-breasted Sapsucker visited its traditional sap wells at 
Stewart Lake 9 Mar and again 17 Mar (J Simmons; Jim Anderson). 
A pair of Downy Woodpeckers were courting in a big-leaf maple in 
Hendrik Herlyn’s Corvallis yard 9 Mar, alongside of pairs of Black-
capped Chickadees and Red-breasted Nuthatches which were also 
courting.

A Say’s Phoebe was flycatching from a fence along Airport Rd. 
s. of Corvallis 25 Feb (N Strycker). Two Northern Shrikes were still 
in Benton Co. 13 Mar (M Cutler). On 28 Feb I saw a silent (presumed 
female) Hutton’s Vireo keeping close company with a singing male, 
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along the trail through the woods at Luckiamute Landing.
Two Gray Jays made an appearance on Vineyard Mtn 17 Feb 

(M & E Eltzroth, Karen Harvey). On 11 Mar sw. of Philomath, Karan 
Fairchild heard one singing a gentle melodious song, then watched the 
bird and its mate carrying billfuls of moss from a big-leaf maple into a 
stand of tall Douglas-firs. A Steller’s Jay was singing its quiet song in 
our backyard near E.E. Wilson by 23 Feb. Such quiet, musical sounds 
coming from these usually raucous birds can be a surprise. A Steller’s 
Jay sw of Philomath 10 Mar carried a twig to a presumed nest site, 
calling all the while (K Fairchild).

While bicycling in w. Linn Co. 1 Mar, Ryan Kepler saw four 
Horned Larks just off Tangent Dr, then three where Country Rd crosses 
Seward Rd. A few more were at the Herbert Open Space park and sing-
ing along Llewellyn Rd 13 Mar (M Cutler).

In last month’s notes, I omitted the date for the Tree Swallow seen 
by Don Boucher in North Albany; this was on 23 Feb. A flock of 30 fed 
over the confluence of the Santiam and Willamette rivers at Luckiamute 
Landing 28 Feb, and about 15 were around the nest boxes at E.E. Wil-
son 4 Mar. Wil Geier and I saw about 15 flying around a nesting snag 
at Lost Lake in the Cascades 12 Mar. The first Violet-green Swallow 
showed up in ne Corvallis 27 Feb (Stacy Drake fide D Boucher). Flocks 
in Albany 8 Mar (M Cooley) and Corvallis 9 Mar (H Herlyn) heralded 
the main wave of arrivals. A swarm of at least 300 were feeding over 
the Santiam-Willamette confluence 16 Mar.

Bushtits at Stewart Lake were paired up by 1 Mar; one pair was 
building a nest just ten feet from last year’s by the end of the period (J 
Simmons). A pair of Wrentits were foraging along the nature trail at 
E.E. Wilson 15 Mar (A McGie).

Brown Creepers continued singing through the month; one visited 
a Vineyard Mtn yard in the company of a Ruby-crowned Kinglet 5 Mar 
(M Eltzroth), and another was in Adair Park 29 Mar (D Miller). A good 
place to hear and (sometimes) see these cryptic birds is along the gallery 
forest trail at Luckiamute Landing; I estimated about 15 creepers while 
walking there on 16 Mar, along with 25 Golden-crowned Kinglets, 35 
Ruby-crowned Kinglets, and one Hermit Thrush.

Western Bluebirds were noted this month in the Lewisburg area 
(Paul Adamus) and at Finley (K Tran). Two migrant Hermit Thrushes 
stopped by Stewart Lake 23 Mar (J Simmons). A few Varied Thrushes 
continued at low elevations, including in Adair Park 18 Mar (D Miller) 
and a pair at Oak Creek 29 Mar (B & L Proebsting).

Eight American Pipits were foraging on wet cobbles just above 
the Santiam-Willamette confluence 28 Feb. Flocks continued along 
Llewellyn Rd and Finley Rd s. of Corvallis 13 Mar (M Cutler). A flock 
of Cedar Waxwings were along NW Kings Blvd in Corvallis 1 Mar 
(Marie Parcell).

The earliest migrant Orange-crowned Warblers were in Lew-
isburg 14 & 19 Mar (P Adamus) and along Oak Creek 22 Mar (B & L 
Proebsting), followed by a bright, singing male at Stewart Lake 25 Mar. 
Meanwhile an Orange-crowned Warbler that overwintered continued 
through 23 Mar in Don MacDonald’s nw Corvallis yard, where it has 
shared the winter habitat with a Townsend’s Warbler and several Yel-
low-rumped Warblers. Don notes that it has been interesting to watch 
the last as they have been coming into breeding plumage, especially 
one which turns out to be a male “Myrtle” Warbler. Arrival of more 
Yellow-rumped Warblers from the south was signaled by a doubling 
in daily numbers at Stewart Lake around 14 Mar (J Simmons).

A Townsend’s Warbler turned up on Vineyard Mtn 1 Mar, earlier 
than usual for that spot (M Eltzroth). One was singing were at Stewart 
Lake 23 Mar (J Simmons).

A Chipping Sparrow turned up on Sarah and Bill Thackaberry’s 
deck n. of Lebanon 19 Mar, three weeks ahead of the average arrival 
date. The Clay-colored Sparrow reported from Bruce Rd. near Finley in 
January was seen again 5 Mar (J Sullivan). White-throated Sparrows 
included two at Snag Boat Bend 6 Mar (Roger Robb), four in Jamie 
Simmons’ nw Corvallis yard through 23 Mar (with three continuing 

through 28 Mar), up to four in Don & Elizabeth MacDonald’s yard 
nearby through 23 Mar, and one along Oak Creek through 29 Mar (B 
Proebsting). White-crowned Sparrows began singing on territory on 
the Hewlett-Packard campus 3 Mar (J Anderson fide J Simmons).

An unusual Dark-eyed Junco with a distinct white eye ring was 
visiting the Eltzroths’ yard on Vineyard Mtn through 21 Mar; Elzy 
managed to get a good photograph of this bird.

While surveying for Horned Larks on private land s. of Corvallis 
during early-mid March, OSU researchers Randy Moore and Joe 
Fontaine found six Lapland Longspurs in one wide-open, perennial 
grass field. At least two of the longspurs continued through 17 Mar (J 
Simmons). In the same field, Randy also heard a Chestnut-collared 
Longspur which was later confirmed visually (N Strycker). This is the 
largest concentration of longspurs ever recorded in Benton Co., and the 
first record for Chestnut-collared Longspur.

Flocks of about 50 Western Meadowlarks were along Airport Rd 
and Bundy Rd s. of Corvallis 13 Mar, and a Brown-headed Cowbird 
was along Herbert Rd the same day (M Cutler, P Vanderheul).

A Purple Finch and Pine Siskin turned up on Vineyard Mtn 5 
Mar (M Eltzroth). Small numbers continued in the nearby Lewisburg 
area through 19 Mar (P Adamus).

Some interesting mammal observations at Stewart Lake this month 
included regular sightings of Muskrats through the period, a Northern 
Flying Squirrel in a nest box 20 Mar, and a pair of Raccoons copulating 
on a large limb of a cottonwood snag 7 Mar (J Simmons).

Coastal notes
In an hour-long, early-morning sea watch at Boiler Bay 

28 Mar, Phil Pickering saw 25 Red-throated Loons, two Red-
necked Grebes, and three Red-breasted Mergansers. He did not 
report whether he was red-eyed from looking through his spotting 
scope at all these “red” birds.

A pelagic trip guided by Greg Gillson 22 miles off Newport 19 
Mar turned up a Flesh-footed Shearwater as well as the more expected 
Short-tailed Shearwaters, and several Ancient Murrelets.

Janet Lamberson, Khem So and Dawn Grafe found a Long-billed 
Curlew, Marbled Godwit, and an Osprey on the estuary at Hatfield 
Marine Science Center 25 Mar.

Next month
We can look forward to the first real “neotropical” migrants 

as the more southerly wintering species including warblers, 
vireos, and swifts begin to pass through and arrive on breeding 
territories. Shorebird migration will also be upon us. Please let 
me know about your observations by 25 Apr.

Telephone: (541) 745-5821 or 745-5020
e-mail: jgeier@attglobal.net
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Recording Bird Sounds
A Local Birder's Quest to Learn Bird Sounds
I've turned my hobby of collecting bird sounds into a 
learning tool. In 2002 I bought a hand-held, digital record-
ing device with a built-in directional microphone. At the 
time, it was sold by Radio Shack but the same product is 
now sold by Olympus. The device allows one to copy the 
sound files onto a desktop computer. It was so easy, when 
I went birding, I grabbed my binoculars and my pocket-
sized recorder. Within two years, I had about 100 species. 
Some of my birder friends were impressed; they bought 
the same device. The process engaged me heavily into the 
realm of bird sounds and my knowledge of local birds has 
advanced.

Digital Equipment
Since then, the variety of such devices have increased and 
the cost has come down. Most are designed to capture 
human voices at lectures or meetings. I have not evalu-
ated these devices so I have no brand suggestions. Sony 
and Olympus are two major manufacturers but there are 
many others. They are sold at retail stores that specialize in 
electronics. If you get one, I have one bit of advice: make 
sure it has a directional microphone. With a directional 
microphone, you can point at the bird sound and get a de-
cent recording without getting too close to scare the bird 
away. These devices may or may not have the ability to 
load bird sounds from recorded media. If the device can, it 
can be used as a play-back bird calling device in the field. 
Popular portable music devices (such as IPods and MPEG 
players) can do this but many do not have a microphone or 
a microphone jack. I would encourage birders interested in 
bird sounds to make their own collection with a hand-held 
digital recorder, it is a great way to advance your knowledge 
of real-life bird sounds.

Hand-held digital recorders have tiny, built-in micro-
phones with limited quality. My next step is to upgrade. 
In my research, I've found that it's best to spend money on 
a really good microphone and most recording devices are 
adequate. Parabolic, dish-style microphones are great but  
they are bulky and expensive. I've talked with some sound 
professionals and they suggest getting a "shotgun" micro-
phone. It's a long, very powerful directional microphone 
at a modest cost. Modest is relative to other microphones, 
the microphone can easily exceed the cost of the recorder. 
For most birders, the hand-held digital recorder with a 
built-in directional microphone is good enough and may 
cost less than $100.

Publishing the Results
I started using my collection in the Birding by Ear class 
I teach. Some of the students suggested that I publish my 
collection. I thought that it seemed like too much work, too 

complicated and expensive process. Computer technology 
has gotten so inexpensive that I discovered I could produce 
CDs at home.

Learning bird sounds is a challenge. When I was first 
learning bird sounds in Corvallis, I was confused. Peterson's 
CD overwhelmed me because there were too many birds 
to listen to. At the time, I wished I had collection of local 
bird sounds, eliminating all those species that did not oc-
cur in my area.

Local Dialects
Birds are like people, they have regional dialects. Several 
common bird species sound different here in the Willamette 
Valley than they do in other parts of North America, even 
within the Northwest.

CDs of Local Bird Sounds Available
I've produced two collections which are now being sold. 
Lest this sound like an advertisement, the CDs are avail-
able at the ASC book table for a discounted price and the 
proceeds go to the ASC. I won't be getting rich from this en-
deavor, but now local birders have a resource which wasn't 
available: a collection recorded in or near the Willamette 
Valley which excludes birds which do not occur here. I hope 
that some birders won't have to go through the confusion 
I did without this tool available.

Yard Birds of the Willamette Valley
This is an audio CD featuring more than 30 species which 
are most commonly heard near residential areas. It is a nar-
rated lesson, explaining the sound qualities of each species. 
It has tips on how to remember and compare birds sounds. 
This collection plays on a stereo or CD player.

Bird Sounds of the Willamette Valley
This second collection is extensive, with more than 100 spe-
cies. It must. however, be used on a computer, since it is a  
CD-ROM, not an audio CD, and cannot be played on a CD 
player or stereo. There are no pictures or information about 
the birds, but it includes almost my entire collection. It's 
easy to use. It is an index of species that can be accessed 
by most any computer. There is no software to install or 
internet connection needed.

I'd like to produce more collections and I'll let people 
know when they come out. Perhaps you can produce your 
own?

For more information or to hear samples you can go 
to this Web site: www.neighborhood-naturalist.com. You 
can also get information from the ASC book table at our 
general meetings or at Wild Birds Unlimited on 9th Street 
in Corvallis.

-Don Boucher
753-7689
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Contributors to The Chat
Elsie Eltzroth, Mary Van Brocklin, Elise Elliott-Smit, 
Paula Vanderheul, Lisa Millbank, Joan Newhouse, Neil 
Lidstrom, Dave Mellinger, Laura Pagano Gouy, Joel Geier 
and Alan McGie
Chat Distribution: Fran Gates, Alberta Pierce, Eleanor 
and Ken Kidd, Joan Siegienski and Joe Fontaine

Procession of the Species
and Earthfaire 2005
April 23: Corvallis, 12:30 PM–5 PM
Join the Corvallis Environmental Center in celebrating 
Earth Day in downtown Corvallis! Procession of the 
Species Parade begins on the waterfront at 1st Street and 
Jackson and will parade down 1st Street and up 2nd Street. 
Earthfaire is a festive gathering with live music (Neal 
Gladstone and Company, Dave Plaehn and Jeff Hino with 
Creighton Lindsay, The Stack, and Nan Nkama + more!), 
dancing, great displays, exhibits, and children’s activities 
from a broad array of environmental agencies and groups. 
Earthfaire will be outside on Monroe Ave between 1st and 
2nd Streets. Info www.corvallisprocession.org, www.peak.
org/~ecenter, ecenter@peak.org, 541.753.9211

-Laura Pagano Gouy
Outreach Coordinator

Corvallis Environmental Center
ecenter@peak.org

541.753.9211

New Chat Editor Duo
Joan Newhouse and Neil Lidstrom
Starting this Summer
May of 2005 is my last month as Chat editor. I’ve been on 
the search since January. We are lucky to have ASC mem-
bers Joan Newhouse and Neil Lidstrom share the role of 
Chat editor. As for me, I’ll be just as active as ever in ASC 
activities. Starting with the summer issue, all Chat articles 
and photos will be submitted to Joan and Neil.

-Don Boucher
Chat Editor and lame duck

More About the New Editors
Joan Newhouse and Neil Lidstrom live in Corvallis. Though 
they’ve watched birds casually for most of their lives, in 
the last three years or so they’ve become more systematic 
about bird observation and identification. Joan grew up 
in Fair Oaks, CA and then attended UC Santa Cruz. Neil 
was raised on a farm outside Prineville, OR, then moved to 
Corvallis to attend OSU. Luckily they ran into each other, 
married, and then eventually discovered a mutual interest 
in editing Audubon newsletters. Today they are tech writers 
at HP and enjoy regular noon walks around the remarkably 
wildlife-rich Stewart Lake. They live in south Corvallis 
with two teenagers, Tai and Sierra, as well as a dog, three 
cats, and two ducks.

Western Scrub-Jay

artwork by Don Boucher

Migratory Arrivals in April
Average arrival dates
(M) = Migrants, those who pass through but don't stay

Apr 2 Northern Rough-winged Swallow, Apr 3 American 
Bittern, Apr 4 Common Yellowthroat, Apr 5 Barn Swallow, 
Apr 5 Sora, Apr 8 Lesser Yellowlegs (M), Apr 9 Black Swift 
(M), Apr 10 Black-throated Gray Warbler, Apr 10 House 
Wren, Apr 11 Chipping Sparrow, Apr 12 Black-bellied 
Plover (M), Apr 13 Long-billed Curlew (M), Apr 14 Vesper 
Sparrow, Apr 15 Nashville Warbler, Apr 17 Cassin’s Vireo, 
Apr 18 Black-necked Stilt (M), Apr 18 Willet (M), Apr 18 
Wilson’s Warbler, Apr 20 Vaux’s Swift, Apr 21 Solitary 
Sandpiper (M), Apr 21 Yellow-headed Blackbird, Apr 22 
Hammond’s Flycatcher, Apr 23 MacGillivray’s Warbler, 
Apr 24 Semipalmated Plover (M), Apr 24 Warbling Vireo, 
Apr 24 Whimbrel (M), Apr 26 Western Kingbird, Apr 27 
Calliope Hummingbird (M), Apr 27 Western Tanager, Apr 
28 Hermit Warbler, Apr 28 Pacific-slope Flycatcher, Apr 
29 Yellow Warbler

An excerpt from a list compiled by Alan McGie
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CHATthe 

Calendar
Apr 9 Saturday local morning birding 7:30 AM**
Apr 16 Bird Day for Kids, at Hesthavn (see page 59)
Apr 17 Sunday, Bicycle Birding, 9 AM-noon**
Apr 21 General Meeting 7:30 PM, 1st Presb. Church 

Dave Mellinger, Whale and Bird Sounds*
Apr 22-24 Klamath Basin**
Apr 25 Field Notes deadline
Apr 28 Chat deadline for May
May 6-8 Rogue Valley Birding & Shakespeare Play**
May 7-8 5th Annual Birdathon (see pages 59)
May 8 Hesthavn Open House (see page 58)
May 14 Saturday local morning birding 7:30 AM**
May 19 General Meeting 7:30 PM, 1st Presb. Church 

Dick Bauer, The Galapagos Islands.
May 19-22 Malheur National Wildlife Refuge**
May 21 Saturday, Bicycle Birding, 9 AM-noon**
June No Chat issue in June
Summer No General Meetings 

Everybody’s welcome, including nonmembers, 
to any ASC function
* see front page
** see page 59 for field trip descriptions

Audubon Society of Corvallis 
www.audubon.corvallis.or.us

President: Susan Haig, 1646 NW Crest Pl., Corvallis, 97330,  
753-5068, sue_haig2003@yahoo.com 

Vice President/Program Chair: Chris Mathews, 3336 
SW Willamette Ave., Corvallis, 97333, 754-1172, 
mathewsc2@comcast.net

Treasurer: Judy Hays, 6920 NW Cardinal Dr., Corvallis, 97330, 
745-5692, haysj@comcast.net

Secretary/Field Trip Coordinator: Paula Vanderheul, 991 NW 
Sequoia, Corvallis, 97330, 752-0470, vanderp@peak.org

Historian: Marcia Cutler, 835 NW Merrie Dr., Corvallis, 97330, 
752-4313, mccarmel@peak.org 

Board Members at Large

Hal Batchelder, 24566 Elderberry La., Philomath, 97370, 929-
3537, hbatchelder@coas.oregonstate.edu

Renee Bellinger, 2492 SE Powell Pl., Corvallis, 97333, 752-1750, 
renee.bellinger@oregonstate.edu

Elise Elliott-Smith, 1163 NW Polk, Corvallis, 97330, 754-3906, 
eelliottsmith@yahoo.com

Karan Fairchild (Fund-raising), 31540 Homestead Rd., Philomath, 
97370, 929-4049, alderspr@peak.org

Bill Proebsting, 7350 NW Oak Creek Dr., Corvallis, 97330,  
752-0108, proebstw@science.oregonstate.edu

Claudia Regier (Refreshments), 1030 SW Sunset Dr., Corvallis, 
97333, 753-0879

Dave Mellinger (alternate), 3798 NW Jameson Dr., Corvallis, 
97330, 757-7953, DavidKMellinger@yahoo.com

Committees and Coordinators

Conservation Chair: Jim Fairchild, 31540 Homestead Rd., 
Philomath, 97370, 929-4049, alderspr@peak.org

Newsletter Editor/Outreach: Don Boucher, 5008 SW Technology 
Loop, Apt. 9, 97333, 753-7689, bouchdon@juno.com

Hesthavn: Sanctuary Chair Ray Drapek, 3273 SE Hathaway, 
Corvallis, 97333, 754-7364, drapek@fsl.orst.edu

Bluebird Trail Chair: Tara R. Robinson, 2759 NW Angelica Dr., 
Corvallis, 97330. 758-9181, robinson@exchangenet.net 
Elsie, Eltzroth, 6980 Cardinal Dr., Corvallis, 97330,  
745-7806, eltzroth@peak.org

Refuge Keeper/Sales Table: Gary Gibson, 25071 Evergreen Rd., 
Philomath, 97370, 929-3804, gibgrn@juno.com 

Wildlife Watch Chair: Elzy Eltzroth, 6980 Cardinal Dr., Corvallis, 
97330, 745-7806, eltzroth@peak.org

Education Chair: Kate Mathews, 3336 SW Willamette Ave., 
Corvallis, 97333, 754-1172, kate.mathews@comcast.net

Electronic Communications: Sheridan McCarthy, 2807 NW 
Morning Glory Dr., Corvallis, 97330, 602-1470, 
sheridan@larkonline.net

Membership Chair Amy Schoener, 24362 Cardwell Hill Dr., 
Philomath, 97370, 929-4041, cloudrun@peak.org

Publicity Chair Bob Smythe, 2758 SW Fairmont Drive, Corvallis, 
97330, 757-6357, smythe@stat.orst.edu

Birdathon Chair: Mary Van Brocklin, Corvallis, 97330, 745-7170, 
mary_vanbrocklin@yahoo.com

Chat Distribution: Fran Gates, 2960 NW Bryant Street, Corvallis 
OR 97330, 757-0036

Chat Email Distribution: Joe Fontaine, fontaine_joe@hotmail.
com

Field Notes Editor: Joel Geier, 38566 Hwy 99W, Corvallis, OR 
97330, 745-5821 or 745-5020, jgeier@attglobal.net


