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Common Murres In Trouble

September 15 7:30 — 9:00 PM
First Presbyterian Church

Die-off is Setting Records
A Common Murre die-off is in progress along the Oregon
central and north coast. The die-off principally involves
adult Common Murres and some Brandt’s Cormorants. Unlike most years, this is not a murre chick die-off.
The number of murres washing ashore near Newport
is impressive and possibly record-setting, according to Bob
Loeffel and his assistants, who have been conducting a
year-round beach mortality transect on 4.6 miles of beach
just south of Newport for the past 28 years. Bob Loeffel is
a Newport resident and former Oregon Department of Fish
and Wildlife employee, and has been collecting his data
on a volunteer basis. In one day alone, they recovered 77
adult dead murres. In late July, their monthly total stood
at 114, just 11 birds shy of the July record of 125 recorded
during the major El Nino event in 1983.
Refuge biologist Dave Pitkin and Roy Lowe conducted
seabird colony surveys in the Newport to Depoe Bay area
by boat in July. In this area they saw numerous dead
murres ﬂoating on the water and live murres that appeared
stressed. They also saw a few dead murres ﬂoating 10-15
miles offshore.
Pitkin and Lowe suspect the mortality is due to starvation caused by the lack of an adequate prey base; however,
some specimens have been shipped to the USGS Lab in
Madison for analysis.
-Roy W. Lowe
Project Leader, Oregon Coast NWR Complex Northwest

Paradise Lost: The Birds of Micronesia
A presentation by Susan Haig
In addition to being ASC’s previous president and current
vice president, Susan Haig is a wildlife ecologist with the
US Geological Survey and a professor of Wildlife Ecology
at OSU. She has been studying the birds of Micronesia as
a Smithsonian Fellow since 1987. She and her students are
currently studying six South Paciﬁc Islands.

Photo by Steve Jenks

Directions
The chapter meeting is at the meeting hall of the First
Presbyterian Church, 118 SW Eighth Street. As usual, the
meeting will be preceded by a social period, with refreshments, beginning at 7:00.
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This Barred Owl was seen at Elizabeth and Don
MacDonald’s place in Little Lobster Valley. Note: Don
was the ﬁrst editor of the Chat. This is the ﬁrst Barred
Owl he has seen at his place.
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New Address
for Audubon Oregon

Fall Migratory Bird Count

Help Count Birds on September 17
The Fall Migratory Bird Count is on Saturday, September
17, 2005. This is a relatively unorganized bird count. You
can do it in your backyard, during your walk around your
neighborhood or favorite local park, or spend a more intensive time counting birds at county hotspots. Just report your
results to me. You can send your results to me by e-mail:
marciafcutler@comcast.net (note that this is a new e-mail
address for me), or mail it to me at my address on the back
of the Chat. In addition to the number of birds seen, broken
down by species and location, I need to know the amount
of time spent and mileage (by car and/or other locomotion).
I’d appreciate knowing ahead of time if you plan to do the
count, but last minute participation is ﬁne, too.
-Marcia F. Cutler
Benton Co. Coordinator, NAMC

The Audubon Oregon Society Has Moved
The new street address is as follows:
Audubon Oregon
310 SW Fourth Ave, #507
Portland, OR 97204-2310
-Judy Hays

Field Trip Schedule
Sept 10
Sept 11
Oct 8
Oct 22
Nov 12

BirdFest 2005

A celebration of the Ridgeﬁeld
National Wildlife Refuge
Birdwatching, bluegrass music-making, Lewis and Clark
celebrating, Native American history replicating—all in
one place! Saturday and Sunday, October 15th and 16th,
in Ridgeﬁeld, WA.
Celebrate and learn about the natural beauty and rich
cultural history of the refuge while contributing to the
non-proﬁt Friends of the Ridgeﬁeld NWR. Tours will
follow in the footsteps of Lewis and Clark to a replica of
a Cathlapotle (Cath-Lah-Poh-tl) plankhouse, which was
hand-built using the ancient Chinookan techniques and
tools. Adults and children can participate in many events,
including guided bird walks led by an Audubon naturalist, live raptor displays, craft stations, and guided paddle
tours with a wildlife biologist. There will be a birder’s
marketplace with great deals on optics, art, clothing and
books. Over 15 bluegrass bands will play from 10:00 AM
to 10:00 PM at venues in downtown Ridgeﬁeld. Spectacular
sunrise and sunset tours to view Sandhill Cranes ﬂying to a
traditional roost are offered on a limited basis (reservations
are required for these tours).
Take I-5 north from Portland to exit 14 and follow
the signs.

Nov 19
Dec 10

Saturday morning local birding
7:30 AM - noon
Sunday bicycle birding 9:00 AM - noon
Saturday morning local birding
7:30 AM - noon
Lincoln County coast birding 7:30 AM
Saturday morning local birding
7:30 AM - noon
Fern Ridge Wildlife Area birding 7:30 AM
Saturday morning local birding
7:30 AM - noon

Second Saturday Field Trips
Our second Saturday morning local ﬁeld trip meets at the
Avery Park Rose Garden parking area at 7:30 AM. This
ﬁeld trip is especially interesting for beginner birders and
birders new to Oregon’s mid-valley area. We spend a lot of
time identifying local birds by sight and song. We visit the
valley National Wildlife Refuges—Finley, Baskett Slough,
and Ankeny, as well as other birding areas throughout the
year. Field trip leader is Paula Vanderheul 541-752-0470,
vanderp@peak.org.
Bicycle Birding
Sunday Sept. 11. Meet at Avery Park Rose Garden at 9:00
AM. An easy, ﬂat ride of 10 miles or less. We’ve come
across unexpected birds on some of these trips. We’ll tour
great habitat not accessible to cars and we won’t miss those
countless birds that motorists whiz by at freeway speeds.
Bring water and rain gear. Leader: Don Boucher 753-7689,
bouchdon@juno.com.
Full-day Birding
On the full-day trips we car pool and share gas cost with
the drivers. Everyone should bring a large lunch, drinks,
binoculars, spotting scope, warm clothing, and rain gear.
We meet at 7:30 AM at the Benton Center (LBCC) parking
lot in Corvallis at 757 NW Polk to car pool.
The October trip will be to the Lincoln County area
that includes Yaquina Bay in Newport, Boiler Bay north
of Depoe Bay, and Bay Drive along the Yaquina River

For more information contact us at
www.ridgeﬁeldfriends.org. For plankhouse info, go to
www.plankhouse.org or call 360-887-9495.

-Maureen Sullivan
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Field
Notes:
July 5 through August 22, 2005

from Newport to Toledo. We make many stops along the
way looking for sea birds, ducks, and shorebirds. It can be
windy and rainy, so plan on bringing warm, layered clothing. We meet at the Benton Center parking lot at 7:30 AM
to car pool. We should return by 6:00 PM. Contact Paula
Vanderheul for questions.
The November trip will be to the Fern Ridge Wildlife
Area to visit the diked ponds for ducks and shorebirds. We
will be walking the diked ponds during most of our visit.
We meet at the Benton Center parking lot at 7:30 AM to
car pool. We should return by 4:00 PM. Contact Paula
Vanderheul for questions.

The latter half of summer brought the expected hot,
dry weather, perhaps a bit hotter than typical. Most birds
ﬁnished up nesting, although a few late and second broods
were still in progress at the end of the period. Southbound
shorebird migration reached full pitch by mid-August. By
the end of the period, a few neotropical migrant songbirds
(notable Black-headed Grosbeaks and Lazuli Buntings)
began to slip away in their usual discrete fashion, and a
few wintering sparrows were beginning to arrive elsewhere
in the state.
Sightings from bicycle-birding ﬁeld trips this month
were reported by Don Boucher.
Abbreviations & Locations: NWR = National Wildlife Refuge. E.E. Wilson (Wildlife Area) is north of Adair
Village along Hwy 99W. Cofﬁn Butte is the butte north
of the landﬁll and across the highway from the main portion of E.E. Wilson; part of the butte is accessible to the
public as part of the wildlife area. Finley (NWR) is south
of Corvallis. Middle Ridge is s. of Lebanon.

Spring Weekend Birding
Bandon Coast March 17-19
Klamath Basin April 21-23
Rogue Valley May 5-7 (not conﬁrmed)
Malheur NWR May 18-21
Sign-up sheets will be available at the general meetings, or
contact Paula Vanderheul via email or phone (see the back
page of the Chat newsletter).

Sightings:
The ﬁrst migrant Northern Pintails and Greenwinged Teal turned up at Mike & Karen Lippsmeyer’s
wetland along Stapleton Rd in SE Polk Co. by 22 Aug.
Hendrik Herlyn and Oscar Harper saw a pair of Harlequin
Ducks on Quartzville Creek about 28 miles above Hwy
20, an unusually late date to see a drake still in breeding
habitat. A female Bufﬂehead on Morgan Lake at Baskett
Slough 22 Jul (Bill Tice) was also unusual for the season.
Marcia Cutler noted Hooded Mergansers at E. E. Wilson 9
Jul. Five juvenile Ruddy Ducks were with an adult female
at a restored wetland along Livermore Rd. near Baskett
Slough 10 Aug (Roy Gerig).
Rich Armstrong saw two adult Ruffed Grouse about
a mile below the summit of Mary’s Peak 11 Aug, then a
Blue Grouse hen with at least 12 half-grown young near
the summit.
The Mountain Quail patronizing Pat Waldron’s collard patch e. of Scio produced a total of 25 youngsters by 31
Jul; a California Quail hen visiting the same patch raised
eight young. Darrel Faxon was surprised to see some oneor two-day-old chicks with Mountain Quail at his place
on Thornton Creek in the Lincoln Co. coast range 30 Jul.
The Mountain Quail covey on Cofﬁn Butte was still there
12 Aug but I did not see any young with them.
A juvenile Pied-billed Grebe at Mike Lippsmeyer’s
wetland in se. Polk Co. 19 Jul apparently migrated in at
the end of the breeding season.
Up to thirty American White Pelicans were at Bas-

Discovering a Sense of Place

Northwest Earth Institute Teams Up With
Audubon and Offers Discussion Group
If you’re like me, you probably associate certain birds, trees
and landscape features with your own town or neighborhood. These things can become so familiar that they’re like
old friends. Here is an opportunity to share those experiences and to learn from others.
The Northwest Earth Institute of Corvallis facilitates
discussion groups on connecting people with their communities and environment. I’ve participated in several of
their programs and found them very enlightening and made
good friends. Starting late this fall, I will be facilitating
the discussion group, Discovering a Sense of Place. It’s
an eight-week program (meeting one evening a week)
with reading materials and a circle discussion. I have yet
to set a schedule and a place but I’m looking for one or
more volunteers to offer their home as a meeting place. I
will have information at the next general meeting and will
follow up with details in the next Chat. For more about the
Northwest Earth Institute, see www.nwei.org.

-Don Boucher 753-7689. bouchdon@juno.com

Field Notes continued on next page
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Field Notes continued from previous page

itchers joined the shorebird ﬂocks at Baskett Slough by 12
Aug (R Moore, S Bythell-Austin). A Wilson’s Snipe was
at E. E. Wilson 9 Jul (M Cutler).
On 10 Jul a male Wilson’s Phalarope was still lurking
around a patch of grass where he may have nested in the
Lippsmeyers’ wetland. Mike never saw downy chicks, but
two ﬂedglings appeared 19 Jul after that adult had departed.
He also saw a large, dark juvenile gull (possibly a Western
or Western x Glaucous-winged) 14 Jul, and on 19 Jul Karen
Lippsmeyer saw an adult and juvenile Caspian Tern.
Band-tailed Pigeon ﬂocks ﬂew regularly over our
place near E.E. Wilson throughout the period, ﬂying east
toward feeding areas during the morning, then back west
into the coast range toward evening.
A pair of Barn Owls along Stapleton Rd were incubating a second brood 19 Jul after losing the ﬁrst brood to
apparent poisoning; by 22 Aug three chicks had hatched
as the parents continued to incubate the other ﬁve eggs (M
Lippsmeyer). Vjera Arnold found three Barn Owls, four
Western Screech-Owls, and four Great Horned Owls at
Finley on the evening of 11 Aug.
The Common Nighthawks which apparently nested
at E. E. Wilson were detected intermittently through 27
Jul. The Vaux’s Swifts nesting in our neighbors’ chimneys
were actively feeding young through 22 Jul.
An all-white plumaged hummingbird started visiting
a Lewisburg-area resident’s feeder in late July. Marcia
Cutler went by to see the bird 2 Aug, and reported that
it was a true albino Anna’s Hummingbird, with pink
bill and feet. The pair of (normally plumaged) Anna’s
Hummingbirds continued at Andrea Foster’s place in the
Timberhill neighborhood of Corvallis, tolerating each other
more around the feeder as the summer wore on. Rufous
Hummingbirds apparently left our place after 3 Aug, but
an immature or female was feeding around willows at a
small pond by Cofﬁn Butte 10 Aug.
At least two Acorn Woodpeckers were in the oaks at
Adair Park 10 Aug (Don Miller). The ﬂock along the OSU
bike path near the Benton Co. fairgrounds were noted 24
Jul (Andrea Foster) and 21 Aug (bicycle birding trip). A
Red-breasted Sapsucker in the Timberhill neighborhood
24 Jul was drilling and dining on sap wells in an aspen
(Andrea Foster). On 12 Aug I watched two juvenile Pileated Woodpeckers on Cofﬁn Butte; one was working over
a rotting limb of an oak, while its sibling looked on as if
waiting for a handout.
A Black Phoebe was at Snag Boat Bend 18 Aug (N
Richardson). Another was in Timber Linn Park in Albany
19 Aug (Phyllis Bailey).
An Olive-sided Flycatcher called up the slope
from our place near E.E. Wilson 5 Jul; another was near
Lewisburg 6 Jul (Paul Adamus). Flycatchers on Cofﬁn
Butte 12-13 Aug included eight Western Wood-Pewees
(including begging juveniles), a Willow Flycatcher, and

kett Slough from 10 Jul (Erik Knight) through the end of
the period.
On 12 Aug Randy Moore and Suzanne Bythell-Austin
saw an American Bittern at Baskett Slough, and Nate
Richardson saw two more at Finley. Up to seven juvenile Great Blue Herons were wading in the wetland on
Stapleton Rd 19 Jul (M Lippsmeyer). Great Egrets gathered at Baskett Slough from 10 Jul when 15 were present
(E Knight) through 10 Aug when 20 had shown up (Roy
Gerig). Green Herons were seen occasionally at E. E.
Wilson throughout the period. Three Green Herons and a
juvenile Black-crowned Night-Heron were at Finley 12
Aug (N Richardson).
Raylene and Erez Gordin watched two Osprey nestlings which ﬂedged from a nest on River Ridge Golf Course
in Eugene 30 Jul. Some were still on a nest along Quartzville
Creek 3 Aug (Hendrik Herlyn). Northern Harriers were
noted at E. E. Wilson and Finley occasionally through the
period. Two harriers w. of Junction City chased an adult
Peregrine Falcon 5 Aug (Trent Seager).
An adult Red-shouldered Hawk at Finley NWR 13
Aug was probably hunting the large numbers of frogs in
the area (R Moore). Four begging young, two still attended
by an adult were sharing space with two young Cooper’s
Hawks which were hunting the abundant voles and songbirds at Trent Seager’s place w. of Junction City 21 Aug.
Baskett Slough has been a rewarding spot for shorebird watchers this month. Two Semipalmated Plovers
were there 14 Jul (R Gerig), increasing to a dozen by 12
Aug (R Moore, S Bythell-Austin). Other shorebirds there
included a pair of Black-necked Stilts 25 Jul (Carol Karlen), 20 Greater Yellowlegs and ﬁve Lesser Yellowlegs
14 Jul (R Gerig), and a Marbled Godwit 13 Aug (Ben
Young). Passage of Western Sandpipers and Least
Sandpipers peaked with 200 of each species there along
with a single juvenile Semipalmated Sandpiper and one
juvenile Baird’s Sandpiper 12 Aug (R Moore, S BythellAustin). Two Baird’s Sandpipers were at Finley 13 Aug
(R Moore), and a Solitary Sandpiper was there 12 Aug
(N Richardson).
Meanwhile a steady procession of shorebirds visited
the Lippsmeyer’s wetland restoration on Stapleton Rd.
Twelve Greater Yellowlegs showed up 9 Jul, with up to two
continuing and up to eight Lesser Yellowlegs still around
at the period. A Solitary Sandpiper made a brief appearance 21 Aug. A Spotted Sandpiper produced three ﬂuffy
chicks by 10 Jul, bobbing their tails just like the adults.
Mike saw several dozen Western Sandpipers and Least
Sandpipers there daily from 9 Jul through the end of the
period, plus ﬁve juvenile Baird’s Sandpipers 13 Aug and
nine Long-billed Dowitchers 9 Jul.
Both Long-billed Dowitchers and Short-billed Dow4

a Paciﬁc-slope Flycatcher.
One of the most unusual birds this month was a welldescribed Blue-headed Vireo which Tom Snetsinger
found on Cofﬁn Butte 11 Aug. I ﬁnally managed to see
what was probably the same bird 23 Aug. Compared with
our usual Cassin’s Vireos (some of which can be in very
bright plumage this time of year), this bird has a very strong
contrast between bluish-gray cheek and white throat, and at
the nape. Other vireos on Cofﬁn Butte included Cassin’s
Vireos, Warbling Vireos, and a family of Hutton’s Vireos.
A Red-eyed Vireo singing in a cottonwood in Willamette
Park 9 Jul (Lisa Millbank, Don Boucher) was also an unusual vireo for this far west.
Horned Lark ﬂedglings at Mike Lippsmeyer’s place
in se. Polk Co. appeared 19 Jul. Randy Moore found 70 to
80 “Streaked” Horned Larks along Livermore Rd. n. of
Baskett Slough 12 Aug, a remarkably large ﬂock for this
time of year.
The Purple Martins nesting at Pat Waldron’s place e.
of Scio started to ﬂedge after 31 Jul. An adult was foraging
over the pond at Adair Wildlife Area 5 Aug (Stacy Drake
ﬁde D Boucher).
Western Scrub-Jays in our yard ﬂedged by 4 Aug.
Both Black-capped Chickadees and Chestnut-backed
Chickadees atop Cofﬁn Butte 9 Aug were accompanied
by juveniles. Bushtits have formed post-breeding ﬂocks;
one such ﬂock was patronizing a Timberhill neighborhood
suet feeder by 10 Aug (Andrea Foster).
A Bewick’s Wren nest in Mike & Karen Lippsmeyer’s
barn in se. Polk Co. was “overﬂowing with chicks” by 19
Jul. A few House Wrens were regularly encountered by
birdwatchers on Cofﬁn Butte through 12 Aug. American
Dipper adults and juveniles were along Quartzville Creek
3 Aug (Hendrik Herlyn).
A very drab, apparent juvenile Ruby-crowned Kinglet was on Cofﬁn Butte 12 Aug (Pat Gallagher). Lauren
Franko (visiting from New Jersey) and Michael Dossett
saw and heard a surprising but well-described Blue-gray
Gnatcatcher there 10 Aug. This is the ﬁrst record of this
species in Benton Co. I heard the distinctive call of what
was probably the same bird 11 Aug.
The bicycle birding group found a family of Western
Bluebirds in Avery Park and many Swainson’s Thrushes
plus a Wrentit in Mary’s River Park 23 Jul.
Cedar Waxwings showed up in Raylene Gordin’s yard
on Middle Ridge 13 Jul, the ﬁrst time she has seen this species there outside of fall migration. Flocks also feasted on
fruit trees in the Timberhill neighborhood 16 Jul through
10 Aug (Andrea Foster).
I saw about ﬁve Orange-crowned Warblers, two
Yellow Warblers, and four Wilson’s Warblers on Cofﬁn
Butte 9 Aug, with a Nashville Warbler in the mix 10 Aug.
Pat Gallagher enjoyed watching a crisply marked male
Black-throated Gray Warbler and two females there 12

Aug. On 13 Aug the ASC ﬁeld trip to Cofﬁn Butte saw
an immature warbler which was probably a Townsend’s
Warbler, although we could not rule out immature Hermit
Warbler for sure. Yellow-breasted Chats at E.E. Wilson
and at our place across the highway were still vocal through
4 Aug.
Birders visiting Cofﬁn Butte in 9-15 Aug enjoyed good
numbers of Western Tanagers feasting on the ripening
madrone berries.
I saw a family of Chipping Sparrows with two begging juveniles on Cofﬁn Butte 9-11 Aug; this species has
declined severely in our area in recent decades due to
habitat loss and cowbird parasitisation. Another rare bird
this month was an adult female Lark Bunting which Ben
Young & spouse spotted and photographed along Coville
Rd at Baskett Slough NWR 13 Aug.
Black-headed Grosbeaks began to disappear from
Middle Ridge by mid-August (R Gordin). Hendrik Herlyn noted migrants calling in Corvallis through 18 Aug,
and Phyllis Bailey detected some in Corvallis through 19
Aug. Lazuli Buntings also began to depart; the last one I
know of was one at Cofﬁn Butte 11 Aug. Raylene Gordin
also noticed the departure of most Evening Grosbeaks
from Middle Ridge after 12 Jul, but unfortunately found a
drowned juvenile 15 Aug. She notes that in past years juveniles also seemed to stay around longer than the adults.
On 17 Jul Tom Snetsinger observed two Brownheaded Cowbird chicks at Willamette Park. One was
begging from a Yellow Warbler; the second was begging
from a European Starling.
Marcia Cutler noted Purple Finches at E. E. Wilson
9 Jul. The bicycle birding group found a ﬂock of Lesser
Goldﬁnches at Marys River Park 23 Jul. The Lesser Goldﬁnches at our place began to utilize the common madia
which was putting out seeds by 4 Aug.
Common Wood Nymph butterﬂies were out in
numbers by the time of the 23 Jul bicycle birding ﬁeld
trip. The trail at Cofﬁn Butte has been a good place to see
Western Fence Lizards during August. A 45-inch long
Gopher Snake at our house near E.E. Wilson 19 Jul did a
very impressive imitation of a rattlesnake, coiling up while
pufﬁng itself up to look thicker-bodied, vibrating its tail,
hissing in a raspy way, and striking at any object that came
near it. I gingerly herded this would-be rattler into a plastic
garbage can for release farther up the slope.
The Big Brown Bat colony at the Costume Loft in
Albany numbered 173 as of 17 Jul, higher than past years
when a Western Screech-Owl (not seen this year) had
preyed on the bats nightly (M Cutler). Seven elk have
recently adopted the north end of E.E. Wilson as their new
home, where Ray Fiori reports they seem to be browsing
the cockleburs.
Field Notes continued on next page
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Morro Bay Winter Bird
Festival

Field Notes continued from previous page
Coastal notes
A large ﬂock of Paciﬁc Loons was on Alsea Bay 3-4
Aug (Al Ahlgrim; C Karlen). A Yellow-billed Loon was
seen between the jetties at Yaquina Bay through mid-August
(many observers); two immature Common Loons, one
of which has a light bill, have also been around (Wayne
Hoffman).
An endangered Short-tailed Albatross and a Fleshfooted Shearwater were at the edge of Heceta Bank off
Newport 12 Jul (David Ainley ﬁde Harry Nehls). Roy
Lowe reported 200 Black-footed Albatrosses around
ﬁshing boats 22 to 24 miles offshore of Newport 25 Jul,
along with small numbers of Northern Fulmars, dozens of
Pink Shearwaters, a Buller’s Shearwater, many Sooty
Shearwaters, and a few Fork-tailed Shearwaters.
A Long-billed Curlew was along the south jetty of
Yaquina Bay 4 Aug (C Karlen). Three Ruddy Turnstones
were also along the jetty that day (C Karlen), as well as
four or ﬁve Black Turnstones (Don Miller).
Eight juvenile California Gulls at Yaquina Bay 21 Jul
signaled the start of arrivals from interior breeding colonies
(Wayne Hoffman).
An adult Common Murre with a chick was on Yaquina
Bay 21 Jul (Wayne Hoffman). Roy Lowe noted that many
murres offshore 25 Jul looked stressed; he saw numerous
dead adults ﬂoating on the surface nearshore, and a few
dead ones offshore as well. This die-off is presumed to be
caused by stress and starvation due to a lack of food. In
a whole day offshore he saw only one murre chick with
an adult, whereas in a good year he would have expected
hundreds.
A Broad-tailed Hummingbird turned up in Waldport
9 Aug (Jorrie & Ken Ciotti). Don Miller noted eight active
Purple Martin nestboxes on a trip to the coast 6 Aug. Two
juvenile Black-headed Grosbeaks visited Art Rotter’s
yard in Yachats 14 Aug.

Come Celebrate Our 10th Annual Festival
January 13-16, 2006
Come to where the birds are and join Morro Coast Audubon
Society (MCAS) for our 10th Annual Morro Bay Winter
Bird Festival. Located on California’s scenic central coast,
Morro Bay is an important stop on the Paciﬁc Flyway and
one of the country’s pre-eminent birding spots. The area
is recognized worldwide for its diversity of both resident
and wintering birds, and at last year’s festival, over 200
species of birds were identiﬁed!
The Morro Bay Winter Bird Festival is sponsored by
MCAS and gives you the chance to join local and national
birding experts on a variety of ﬁeld trips and workshops.
Field trip group sizes are limited to maximize spotting and
identiﬁcation opportunities. The Festival also offers workshops aimed at sharpening your birding skills, as well as
evening programs with outstanding speakers. This year’s
festival will feature presentations by Kenn Kaufman and
Nigel Marven.
For more information about the Festival, check out
our new website at www.morrobaybirdfestival.org, or call
(805) 772-4677. You can request that your name be added
to the mailing list for our 2006 brochure, or register online.
Both the brochure and online registration will be available
in October 2005. The registration deadline is January 4,
2006 and early sign-ups are encouraged as the most popular
events ﬁll up quickly.

Kids Day For Conservation

Kids Day for Conservation is coming again to
Corvallis, and you are invited!
This third annual event is free, fun, family-oriented and
focused on natural resource education. It’s all happening
on Saturday, September 17 from 10 AM until 4 PM at the
Benton County Fairgrounds. Over 30 local natural resource
organizations and businesses will present a wide variety of
hands-on activities suitable for children of all ages. ASC
will join with Avery House Nature Center and Chintimini
in presenting a backyard habitat with lots of signs of nature.
We will place nests around the yard that participants must
match with the bird that made it. Elsewhere, you can build a
bird house to take home, climb a rock wall, shoot a bow and
arrow, ﬂing an atlatl, see how a forest ﬁre spreads, handle
live snakes, and more! We’ll have insects and birds for you
to study and a variety of do-it-yourself nature art projects.
Kids Day for Conservation will be held under cover, rain
or shine. For more information, call 541-929-2477.

Next issue
Summer birds will start migrating out, as we begin to
see the ﬁrst wintering birds. Please let me know about your
observations by 26 Sept.
Joel Geier
Telephone: (541) 745-5821 or 745-5020
e-mail: jgeier@attglobal.net

-Joel Geier
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Oak Galls

Neighborhood Birding

Class: October 12, 15, 19, 22
Learn how to identify birds common to urban and residential areas of the Mid-Willamette Valley as well as ways
to attract birds and other wildlife to your backyard. A coordinated program by the Audubon Society of Corvallis,
Avery House Nature Center and Wild Birds Unlimited. For
information about course content, contact Don Boucher,
(back page). Cost, $8
To register, contact the Avery House
www.peak.org/~ecenter, (541) 758-6198

In the fall, Oregon White Oaks of the Willamette Valley
typically have galls on the leaves or twigs. Some trees
have more than others. These are a result of a tiny wasp
which lays eggs in the leaves or twigs during the spring.
The eggs and developing larva effect the tree such that it
grows the following structures. Each style of gall is the
tree’s reaction to a different species of wasp. Each of these
three common gall types are from species which are solely
dependent on oak trees.

Thrushes at Night

Listen for Swainson’s Thrushes in September

Oak Apples form on twigs. They are pale, hard, woody
and hollow.

On a calm night sometime in September, go outside and
listen to the sky. You might hear soft “tweep” calls, as many
as a dozen a minute. You’ll be surprised to know that these
are Swainson’s Thrushes, those summer birds who make
the same call in summer forests, in addition to their “drip”
call and their upward spiraling and ﬂute-like song.
Swainson’s Thrushes in the Willamette Valley migrate
primarily to Mexico and some perhaps as far as Central
America. Migration happens almost entirely at night from
late August through early October. The peak time is mid
September. Other migratory songbirds are also nocturnal
migrants. Like other songbirds, Swainson Thrushes use
cues from celestial objects and the Earth’s magnetic ﬁeld.
Studies suggest that the most important cue is from the
rising sun1.
I would suggest ﬁnding a quiet spot at least an hour
after sunset. Predawn hours are even quieter but anytime
at night will do. The birds avoid windy or stormy weather.
Pick a starry night or even better is an overcast night. You
may hear other calls but I’ve been only able to identify the
Swaison’s Thrush, the most distinctive and numerous of
the nocturnal calls in our skies.
-Don Boucher

The Spectacled Galls form on leaves and are like pingpong balls.

Jumping Galls are very tiny. When they fall off the tree,
the larva wiggle inside, making the gall "jump."

1. Orientation of nocturnally migrating Swainson’s Thrush at dawn and dusk: Importance of energetic condition and geomagnetic cues
Auk, The, Jan 2002 by Sandberg, Roland, Moore, Frank R, Backman, Johan, Lohmus, Mare

Excerpted from the Neighborhood Naturalist newsletter.
www.neighborhood-naturalist.com

7

Audubon Society of Corvallis
P.O. Box 148
Corvallis, OR 97339

Audubon Society of Corvallis
www.audubon.corvallis.or.us
President: Chris Mathews, 3336 SW Willamette Ave., Corvallis
97333, 754-1172, mathewsc2@comcast.net
Vice President/Program Chair: Susan Haig, 1646 NW Crest Pl.,
Corvallis 97330, 753-5068, haig_susan@yahoo.com
Secretary: Marcia Cutler, 835 NW Merrie Dr., Corvallis 97330,
752-4313, marciafcutler@comcast.net
Treasurer: Judy Hays, 6920 NW Cardinal Dr., Corvallis 97330,
745-5692, haysj@comcast.net

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

Non-Proﬁt Org
U. S. Postage
PAID
Permit No. 58
Corvallis, OR

Board Members-at-Large

Linda Campbell, PO Box 334, Philomath, OR, 97370, 929-9420,
lcampbell@peak.org
Elise Elliott-Smith, 1163 NW Polk, Corvallis 97330, 754-3906,
eelliottsmith@yahoo.com
Leah Gorman, 25096 Pleasant Hill Drive, Corvallis 97333, 9296314, leah.gorman@orst.edu
Will Wright, 1865 SW Roth, Corvallis 97333, 753-4395, Will_
Wright@Monroe.k12.or.us
Fund-raising: Karan Fairchild, 31540 Homestead Rd., Philomath,
97370, 929-4049, alderspr@peak.org
Refreshments: Claudia Regier, 1030 SW Sunset Dr., Corvallis
97333, 753-0879

Committees and Coordinators

Birdathon Chair: Mary Van Brocklin, 6050 NW Happy Vally Dr.,
Corvallis 97330, 745-7170, mary_vanbrocklin@yahoo.com
Bluebird Trail Rep to the Board: Elsie Elzroth, 6980 Cardinal
Dr., Corvallis 97330, 745-7806, eltzroth@peak.org
Bluebird Trail Chair: Tara Robinson, 2759 NW Angelica Dr.,
Corvallis 97330 , 758-9181, robinson@exchangenet.net
Conservation Chair: Dave Mellinger, 3798 NW Jameson Dr.,
Corvallis 97330, 757-7953, DavidKMellinger@yahoo.com
Education Chair: Kate Mathews, 3336 SW Willamette Ave.,
Corvallis 97333, 754-1172, kate.mathews@comcast.net
Field Trip Coordinator: Paula Vanderheul, 991 NW Sequoia,
Corvallis 97330, 752-0470, vanderp@peak.org
Hesthavn Program Coordinator: Gary Gibson, 25071 Evergreen
Rd., Philomath, 97370, 929-3804, gibgrn@juno.com
Hesthavn Sanctuary Chair: Ray Drapek, 3273 SE Hathaway,
Corvallis 97333, 754-7364, drapek@fsl.orst.edu
Historian: Marcia Cutler, 835 NW Merrie Dr., Corvallis 97330,
752-4313, marciafcutler@comcast.net
Membership Chair: AmySchoener, 24362 Cardwell Hill Dr.,
Philomath, 97370, 929-4041, cloudrun@peak.org
Public Relations: Don Boucher, 5008 SW Technology Loop, Apt.
9, Corvallis 97333, 753-7689, bouchdon@juno.com
Sales: Bob Smythe, 2758 SW Fairmont Drive, Corvallis 97330,
757-6357, smythe@stat.orst.edu
Wildlife Watch Chair: Merlin (Elzy) Eltzroth, 6980 Cardinal Dr.,
Corvallis 97330, 745-7806, eltzroth@peak.org
Electronic Communications (Web): Sheridan McCarthy, 2807
NW Morning Glory Dr., Corvallis 97330, 602-1470,
sheridan@larkonline.net
Chat Editors: Joan Newhouse & Neil Lidstrom, 2035 SE Stone
St., Corvallis 97333, 754-3120, joanelaine@cmug.com
Chat Distribution: Fran Gates, 2960 NW Bryant Street, Corvallis
97330, 757-0036
Chat Email Distribution: Joe Fontaine, fontaine_joe@hotmail.com
Field Notes Editor: Joel Geier, 38566 Hwy 99W, Corvallis 97330,
745-5821 or 745-5020, jgeier@attglobal.net

Audubon Society of Corvallis

the

CHAT

Calendar
Sept 8
Sept 10
Sept 11
Sept 17
Sept 17
Sept 29
Oct 8
Oct 15, 16
Oct 22
Nov 12
Nov 19
Dec 10
Jan 13-16

ASC board meeting at Hesthavn 7:00 PM
Saturday morning local birding 7:30 AM - noon**
Sunday bicycle birding 9:00 AM - noon**
Fall migratory bird count (pg. 2)
Kids Day for Conservation (pg. 6)
Chat deadline for October
Saturday morning local birding 7:30 AM - noon**
Ridgeﬁeld NWR celebration (pg.2)
Lincoln County coast birding 7:30 AM**
Saturday morning local birding 7:30 AM - noon**
Fern Ridge Wildlife Area birding 7:30 AM**
Saturday morning local birding 7:30 AM – noon**
Morro Bay Winter Bird Festival (pg. 6)

Everybody’s welcome, including nonmembers,
to any ASC function
** see page 2&3 for ﬁeld trip descriptions

The Chat is published 10 times a year by the Audubon Society of
Corvallis, PO Box 148, Corvallis OR 97339. Annual ASC memberships
are $20 for an individual, $25 for a family, $15 for a student. Chat-only
subscriptions are $10.

8

Printed on Recycled Paper

