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General Meeting
Thursday, September 21, 7:30 – 9:00 pm
First Presbyterian Church

Parrot Conservation in Brazil
A presentation by Carlos Bianchi, 
Dept of Fisheries & Wildlife, 
OSU
Fulbright Fellow Carlos Bianchi 
is a Brazilian national who brings 
a tremendous amount of experi-
ence in dealing with parrots to our 
meeting. He worked for three years as Bird Curator at the 
Brasilia Zoological Garden, establishing the fi rst captive 
population of Pfrimer’s Conure. He also worked as an 
endangered species consultant in the Fauna Protection Divi-
sion of IBAMA (Brazilian Federal Agency of Environment) 
for four years. He has been involved in numerous conserva-
tion efforts for some of the most threatened parrot species 
in the world (Spix’s Macaw, Hyacinth Macaw, Lear’s 
Macaw, etc). Currently, he is a Ph.D. student in Fisheries 
and Wildlife at OSU, working on the endangered Pfrimer’s 
Conure in the Cerrado region of central Brazil.

Programs for Upcoming General Meetings
Oct 19:  Birds of South Africa, by Terry Steele, wild-

life photographer, Bend, OR
Nov 16:  Neotropical Migrants and Urban Landscape 

Ecology, by Dr. Michael Murphy, Portland 
State University

Dec 14: Members Slide Show

Directions
The chapter meeting is in the meeting hall of the First 
Presbyterian Church (upstairs), 114 SW Eighth Street. The 
meeting is preceded by a social period with refreshments, 
beginning at 7 pm.

Help Clean Up the 
Willamette River
Governor Ted Kulongoski has said that he wants a clean 
Willamette River to be an important part of his legacy. 
You can help by urging him to regulate Toxic Mixing 
Zones better. What’s a Toxic Mixing Zone (TMZ)? Com-
panies are regulated in their discharge of pollutants into 
the Willamette: Pollutants can mix with the river water 
in a certain zone - the TMZ - near the discharge site, and 
pollutant concentrations have to meet the regulations only 
outside these zones, at the downstream end. But there are 
problems with the approach:

• There is no limit on, or even assessment of, the total 
pollutant load that gets discharged.

• There is no prohibition on TMZs upstream of im-
portant sites for swimming, fi shing, or even water 
intake.

• There are no maps showing where TMZs are.
• Bio-accumulating toxins are not prohibited, so toxic 

levels in fi sh can increase steadily over time.
• The Department of Environmental Quality wants 

to signifi cantly increase the size of mixing zones, 
potentially allowing more toxins.

• Please write a letter or email to the governor and to 
DEQ urging them to correct these problems with 
TMZs. It need not be lengthy; what they need to 
hear is that people care about river cleanliness and 
the loopholes in TMZs.

See "Willamette River" on next page
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Governor Ted Kulongoski
160 State Capitol
900 Court St.
Salem, OR 97301-4047

Department of Environmental Quality
811 SW Sixth Avenue 
Portland, OR 97204-1390
(or DEQInfo@deq.state.or.us)

Dave Mellinger

The Economics 
of Birding in Oregon
Oregon Audubon has examined the economics of birding 
in Oregon. Some fi ndings: 

Birding Is Big Business In Oregon!
According to the latest survey in 2001:

• 1.2 million people participated in birding in Or-
egon.

• There were more birders in Oregon than hunters and 
fi shermen combined.

• With other wildlife watchers, these birders spent 
$769.4 million -- an average of $458 per participant 
-- in Oregon, including:

 + $182.2 million on food & lodging.
 + $108.5 million on transportation.
 + $14.4 million on other trip costs.
 + $464.4 million for equipment & other expendi-

tures.
• Birders & other wildlife viewers supported 22,000 

jobs in Oregon.
• They also generated $61.6 million in taxes for Or-

egon & federal governments.

Birding Brings Visitors to Oregon
Oregon’s birding opportunities & birds attract many 
visitors. In 2001:

• 435,000 out-of-state visitors birded in Oregon.
• These birding visitors spent $215.3 million in Or-

egon -- an average of $495 per participant -- includ-
ing $109.5 million on food & lodging, $70.1 million 
on transportation, $9.1 million on other trip costs & 
$26.9 million on equipment.

• Visiting birders also had non-related expenditures, 
like shopping for gifts to take home, which are not 
included here.

Other facts along similar lines can be found at
http://www.oregonbirdingtrails.org/economics.htm .

Dave Mellinger

Bird Sounds Online
Web site features bird sounds 
of the Willamette Valley
I just reworked my Neighborhood Naturalist Web site 
and now all my recordings of Willamette Valley birds are 
available for free. Go listen for yourself. I’ve also added ar-
chives of all previous nature topics from the Neighborhood 
Naturalist newsletter as well as a list of recommended fi eld 
guides and nature books for Willamette Valley residents.

www.neighborhood-naturalist.com
Don Boucher

October Chat Submissions
The October Chat will be edited by Don Boucher. He will 
have access to the regular email address (chateditors@gmail.
com), so send your articles to the same email address you’ve 
been using for Chat submissions. If you need to talk to 
someone about the Chat between September 14 and Oc-
tober 16, call Don at 753-7689. After October 16, we will 
be back on the job.

Joan Newhouse & Neil Lidstrom

Fall Migratory Bird Count
Help Count Birds on Sunday, September 17
This year the Fall Migratory Bird Count in Benton County 
will be on SUNDAY, September 17, 2006. I have moved it 
to this date to avoid a confl ict with Kids Day for Conser-
vation on Saturday. This is a relatively unorganized bird 
count. You can do it in your backyard, during a walk around 
your neighborhood or favorite local park, or spend a more 
intensive time counting birds at county hotspots. There is 
no sign-up necessary and you can bird alone, with friends, 
family and/or your pet dog. Just report your results to me 
by e-mail: marciafcutler@comcast.net or mail it to me 
(my address is on the back of the Chat). In addition to the 
number of species and birds seen at each location, I need 
to know the total amount of time spent and mileage (by car 
and/or other locomotion). I’d appreciate being informed 
ahead of time if you plan to do the count, but last minute 
participation is fi ne too!

Marcia F. Cutler
Benton Co. Coordinator, NAMC

Kids Day For Conservation
Explore Your Environment
The fourth annual Kids Day for Conservation will be held 
Saturday, September 16 from 10 am until 4 pm at the Benton 
County Fairgrounds Arena building in Corvallis. 

The theme this year is “Explore Your Environment”. 
There will be plenty of exciting exploration to occupy 
kids of all ages at this free, fun family event. Learn about 
wildfi re. See turtles, snakes, insects and birds. Build a 
bird house to take home. Climb a rock wall, or try your 

Willamette River continued from front page
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hand at archery. Learn about crops and products that come 
from local farms and forests. Nearly 40 natural resource 
organizations and agencies, including ASC, will sponsor 
a wide variety of hands-on activities at Kids Day. Food 
available from local vendors. For more information, call 
541-929-2477.

Marcia F. Cutler

Field Trip Schedule
Monthly Year Round Second Saturday
Sept 9 Saturday morning local birding 7:30 AM 

Traveling to Ankeny NWR
Oct 14 Saturday morning local birding 7:30 AM
Nov 11 Saturday morning local birding 7:30 AM
Dec 9  Saturday morning local birding 7:30 AM

Our Saturday morning local fi eld trip meets the second 
Saturday of every month at the Avery Park Rose Garden 
parking area at 7:30 AM. This fi eld trip is especially inter-
esting for beginner birders, and birders new to Oregon’s 
mid-valley area. We spend a lot of time identifying local 
birds by sight and song. We visit the valley national wildlife 
refuges—Finley, Baskett Slough, and Ankeny, as well as 
other birding areas throughout the year. Paula Vanderheul 
is fi eld trip leader. vanderp@peak.org 541-752-0470

Full Day Birding – (Sept – May)
Sept 23 Newport Coast
Oct 21 Fern Ridge Wildlife Area
Nov 18 Tualatin River NWR

About three to four times a year we schedule full-day trips 
to the coast, and other refuges within Oregon. On these 
trips we carpool sharing gas cost with the drivers. Everyone 
should bring a large lunch, water/drinks, binoculars, spot-
ting scope (if available), warm clothing, sturdy shoes, and 
rain gear. We meet at 7:30 AM at the Benton Center parking 
lot at 757 NW Polk, which can be reached by turning east 
on Polk at the corner of Polk and 9th Street, where Borders 
Books is located. Contact Paula Vanderheul for further 
information. vanderp@peak.org 541-752-0470

Spring 2007 Weekend Field Trips
March 16-18 Bandon Coast 
April 27-29 Klamath Basin 
May 11-13  Rogue Valley 
May 17-20  Malheur NWR 

Please note that fi eld trip dates for Klamath Basin have 
been changed.

Fred Ramsey leads all the spring weekend trips. Fred 
has been leading these fi eld trips for ASC for over 30 years. 
He is an amazing fi eld trip guide sharing his knowledge 
of fi nding birds in their habitat, pointing out wild fl owers, 

butterfl ies, mammals, and reptiles. The fi eld trips fi ll up 
early in the fall. Sign-up sheets are available at the general 
meeting or email Paula Vanderheul with your requests. 
Vanderp@peak.org 

Bicycle Birding
Sept 24 Sunday: Meet at the Avery Park Rose Garden. 

Destination: Philomath via the bike path. 
9 am – noon. Easy and fl at ride of 10 miles. We’ll poke 
along and fi nd birds in every nook and cranny along the 
bike routes. Bring water, binoculars and rain gear. Led by 
Don Boucher, 753-7689 or bouchdon@peak.org.

Audubon Family Programs 
this Autumn
From Royal Jelly to Nuptial Flights
Sept 23, 1 – 2 pm. It’s never too late to learn and not all 
classes at Hesthavn are just for kids! Come hear the fas-
cinating story of the honey bee. Entomology professor 
emeritus, Dr. Michael Burgett, presents this story with the 
help of our observation bee hive. Adults and children 
welcome.

Art and Nature
Sept 24, 1 – 3 pm, ages 6 – 11. Local artist, Leslie Green, 
encourages each child to experience their own uniqueness 
through closeness to and interpretation of nature using 
various art materials.

Critters of the Creek
October 1, 1 – 3 pm, ages 6 – 11. Fall is in the air, but who 
is in the water? We’ll learn about local stream invertebrates, 
then splash in Oak Creek to see who we can fi nd.

All programs will be at Hesthavn, the Audubon Society 
of Corvallis’ nature center at Oak Creek (directions given 
when you register). Please register at least one week prior 
to the program date. To register, contact Elise Elliott-Smith 
at 541-750-7390, or eelliottsmith@yahoo.com. Suggested 
donation is $10/person.

Call for Volunteers
Help build Homer Campbell Memorial Trail in 
Finley NWR
The Homer Campbell Memorial trail is fi nally getting un-
derway! The planned location of the boardwalk has been 
changed due to the cost of wood. Volunteers are needed 
in September. Contact Linda Campbell for the details: 
lcampbell@peak.org, 541-929-9420 
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Field Notes
July 10 thru August 28, 2006 

This summer was hotter and drier than average, with four straight 
days of temperatures above 99º F in late July, and zero(!) recorded 
precipitation for the month of August (though we did get a perceptible 
light mist one morning toward the end of the period). The dry weather 
brought Black-tailed Deer, Elk and other creatures out of the hills in Elk and other creatures out of the hills in Elk
search of water. Birdwatchers who set up water drippers or other sources 
of water for birds were rewarded with many feathered visitors.

By the end of the period, a few maples were beginning to turn color 
as a sign that autumn is on the way – but not before southbound migrant 
shorebirds appeared as the fi rst sign of the changing season. Some of 
our earlier breeding birds to depart, Lazuli Buntings and Black-headed 
Grosbeaks, were mostly absent by the end of the period.

Abbreviations & Locations: NWR = National Wildlife Refuge; 
SF = State Forest; STP = sewage treatment ponds; m. obs. = multiple 
observers; p. obs. = personal observation. Baskett Slough (NWR) is 
near Dallas in Polk Co. Big Meadows is w. of Santiam Pass in the 
Linn Co. Cascades. Cabell Marsh and McFadden Marsh are at Finley 
(NWR) s. of Corvallis. Coffi n Butte and E.E. Wilson (Wildlife Area) 
are north of Corvallis along Hwy 99W. Knoll Terrace is a mobile home 
park in the Lewisburg are n. of Corvallis. Pioneer Villa is along I-5 in 
Linn Co near Brownsville. Toketie Marsh is the remedial wetland for 
Coffi n Butte landfi ll.

Inland Reports:
A well-described American Black Duck was found during sur-American Black Duck was found during sur-American Black Duck

veys for our endemic Streaked Horned Larks at Baskett Slough 11 Jul 
(Doug Robinson, Randy Moore), and was still there 12 Jul (Bill Tice). 
Six Cinnamon Teal and six Northern Shovelers were at the Pioneer 
Villa wetlands and ten Northern Pintail were at the Brownsville STP 
19 Aug (Mark Nikas). Another pintail was at Cabell Marsh 30 Aug (Rich 
Armstrong, Paula Vanderheul, Marcia Cutler).

A Hooded Merganser was at Lost Lake along with the usual nest-
ing Barrow’s Goldeneyes 17 Aug (Roy Gerig, Don Berg). 30 Common 
Mergansers fl ew past Willamette Park 30 Aug (R Armstrong et al.). A 
male Ruddy Duck was at Philomath STP 4 Aug (P Vanderheul).Ruddy Duck was at Philomath STP 4 Aug (P Vanderheul).Ruddy Duck

On 30 Jul Jamie Simmons, Jeff Harding and I came around a bend 
on Hwy 20 w. of Tombstone Pass to see a female Sooty (Blue) Grouse
standing in the middle of the highway, where it looked likely that she 
might be struck by a car. Jeff ran up to shoo her out of the roadway, 
coming within about six feet before the grouse fi nally fl ew into the 
forest. The tendency of grouse to rely on their camoufl age even in such 
inappropriate situations has earned them the tag “fool hen,” though 
of course highways are not a natural part of the habitat that they have 
evolved in.

Families of Wild Turkeys were seen around Corvallis through 
the summer, including two adults with four young along Brooklane 15 
Jun (Chris Mathews), some with adolescent young in NW Corvallis 23 
Jul (Chris Miller), and a hen with four half grown youngsters in SW 
Corvallis 24 Jul (Sandy Bryce). 

A Horned Grebe was at Cabell Marsh 12 Aug (P Vanderheul, 
ASC fi eld trip). An Eared Grebe was at Knoll Terrace STP 18 Aug (Joe 
Fontaine, R Moore, Billi Veber). Two grebes there 19 Aug appeared to 
be an adult and juvenile Red-necked Grebe (P Vanderheul) but could 
not be conclusively identifi ed.

Two Double-crested Cormorants at Philomath STP (D Robin-
son) were the only inland reports in the period. Five American White 
Pelicans were at Baskett Slough NWR 30 Jul (Erik Knight).

An American Bittern was at McFadden Marsh 22 Aug (J Fontaine, 
B Veber). Eight Great Egrets showed up at Baskett Slough by 30 Jul (E 
Knight) and one was at Cabell Marsh 4 Aug (P Vanderheul).

On 30 Jul the ASC bicycle birding trip, joined by Gazette-Times re-
porter Theresa Hogue, enjoyed a family of Green Herons at Willamette 

Park (Don Boucher). Two were at the E.E. Wilson canal pond 11 Aug 
(P Vanderheul). A juvenile Black-crowned Night-Heron turned up at 
McFadden Marsh 19-22 Aug (Michael Dossett; J Fontaine); this species 
is rare in Benton Co. but this seems to be the time of year when youngsters 
wander from colonies elsewhere in the Willamette Valley.

In last month’s notes, I described an Osprey nest along Sodaville- 
Waterloo Dr. s. of Lebanon as a “new” nest, but on further examination 
by Raylene Gordin, it appears to be several seasons old – and had two 
nestlings standing up by 23 Jul. The ASC bicycle birders enjoyed good 
looks at an Osprey eating a fi sh in Corvallis 30 Jul (D Boucher). An 
adult Bald Eagle was at Cabell Marsh 12 Aug (P Vanderheul, ASC fi eld 
trip). Another was at Truax Island Greenway 20 Aug (D Boucher).

Three Northern Harriers were at Finley NWR 12 Aug (P Vander-
heul, ASC fi eld trip). A Sharp-shinned Hawk lurking in the Timberhill Sharp-shinned Hawk lurking in the Timberhill Sharp-shinned Hawk
neighborhood apparently nested there; on 31 Jul three neighborhood 
birders were discussing the matter, when suddenly out the hawk fl ew out 
of a nearby bush in pursuit of a Western Scrub-Jay (Andrea Foster).

A Red-shouldered Hawk was calling at Woodpecker Loop at Red-shouldered Hawk was calling at Woodpecker Loop at Red-shouldered Hawk
Finley NWR 12 Aug (M Dossett). One was at Cabell Marsh 18 Aug (J 
Fontaine et al.). A juvenile at 4000 ft elevation near Fish Lake 18 Aug 
(R Gerig) was a very unusual sighting for the Cascades. On 17 Aug 
Steve Seibel watched and videotaped a Merlin eating a songbird on 
a perch along the path at Willamette Park, a very unusual sighting for 
the summer months.

Southbound shorebird migration was going strong by 30 Aug when 
two Semipalmated Plovers were at Cabell Marsh (J Fontaine et al.). 
Killdeer fl ocks – possibly local breeding birds – gathered at wetlands 
including 20 apiece at Brownsville Sewage Ponds and Pioneer Villa 
wetlands 19 Aug (M Nikas), and a peak count of 29 at Toketie marsh 
21 Aug (p. obs.).

Greater Yellowlegs continued to show up through the period, 
with a peak counts of seven at Cabell Marsh 18 Aug (J Fontaine et al.) 
and six at Pioneer Villa 19 Aug (M Nikas). Pioneer Villa also held two 
Lesser Yellowlegs, with three more at Brownsville STP 19 Aug (M 
Nikas). One was at McFadden Marsh 22 Aug (J Fontaine, B Veber) and 
four turned up at Toketie Marsh 31 Aug (R Armstrong, Alan McGie). A 
Solitary Sandpiper was at Toketie Marsh 10 & 18-23 Aug (M Dossett; 
p. obs.), probably for the entire span of dates. One was at Cabell Marsh 
16-18 & 22 Aug (D Robinson; J Fontaine).

A Spotted Sandpiper at Lost Lake 30 Jul gave a distraction 
display indicating a nearby nest (J Simmons et al.). Migrants were 
noted at small wetlands in the Willamette Valley through the end of 
the period (m. obs.).

An immature Wandering Tattler in a residential neighborhood in 
Dallas 22 Aug (Mitch Ratzlaff et al.) was a very unusual record for the 
valley. According to Bill Tice the bird “was in refueling mode, picking 
bugs and what not off lawns and off the asphalt streets,” before it lived up 
to its name by “wandering off” the next day. Another unusual inland bird 
was a juvenile Sanderling at Cabell Marsh 17 Aug (D Robinson).

The largest reported concentration of shorebirds was 120 West-
ern Sandpipers and 40 Least Sandpipers at Morgan Lake at Baskett 
Slough NWR 18 Aug (R Moore). Smaller numbers of both species 
were reported from various wetlands throughout August. More unusual 
“peeps” included a rare Semipalmated Sandpiper in the company of 
Western Sandpipers at Cabell Marsh 16 Aug (D Robinson), a juvenile 
Baird’s Sandpiper at Morgan Lake 18 Aug (R Moore) and another at 
Toketie Marsh 23 Aug (Nik & Martha Geier, p. obs.), and solo Pectoral 
Sandpipers at Pioneer Villa wetlands 19 Aug (M Nikas) and a wetland 
restoration s. of Monmouth 20 Aug (Mike Lippsmeyer).

South-bound Long-billed Dowitchers began to show up at Baskett 
Slough 1 Aug (Quinton Nice), with small numbers elsewhere through 
the period. A Wilson’s Snipe was at Cabell Marsh 18 Aug with four 
there by 30 Aug (J Fontaine et al.); another was at E.E. Wilson 31 Aug 
(A McGie).

Wilson’s Phalaropes were at Philomath STP 4 Aug and at Cabell 
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Marsh 12 Aug (P Vanderheul). Red-necked Phalaropes included one 
at Knoll Terrace STP, six at Philomath STP 16 Aug, and one at Cabell 
Marsh 18 Aug (J Fontaine et al.), one at Pioneer Villa wetlands and three 
at Brownsville STP 19 Aug (M Nikas), nine at Philomath STP 30 Aug 
(R Armstrong et al.), and one at E.E. Wilson 31 Aug (A McGie).

Four gulls fl ying west high over E.E. Wilson Wildlife Area 10 Jul (J 
Simmons, J Fontaine, p. obs.) were most likely California Gulls headed 
for the coast. Nine small immature gulls at Philomath STP 9 Aug were 
probably Ring-billed Gulls (P Vanderheul). More migrant California 
Gulls were seen at Cabell Marsh and elsewhere from 12 Aug onward 
(P Vanderheul, m. obs.). An adult Caspian Tern visited Knoll Terrace 
STP 28 Jul (J Fontaine).

A Band-tailed Pigeon fl ock visiting NW Corvallis was suffering 
1 to 2 kills per week by Cooper’s and Sharp-shinned Hawks as of 6 
Aug (C Miller). Mourning Doves were more conspicuous by late July 
as nesting season wound down (m. obs.). 

Owls were inconspicuous as typical for summer. A notable ex-
ception was a Great Gray Owl at Big Meadows 18 Aug (D Berg, R 
Gerig). 

On 10 Jul I found an adult Common Nighthawk on a “nest” (really Common Nighthawk on a “nest” (really Common Nighthawk
just a scrape) on an old paved area at E.E. Wilson, with one chick just 
beginning to show pinfeathers. Another nighthawk gave a convincing 
distraction display in Santiam Pass 30 Jul (J Simmons et al.). 30 fl ying 
near Fish Lake 18 Aug was a large concentration for the West Cascades 
(R Gerig). Some were still in the Coast Range foothills sw. of Philomath 
24 Aug (Karan Fairchild).

Anna’s Hummingbirds were visiting feeders in the Timberhill 
neighborhood occasionally as of 31 Jul (Andrea Foster). Rufous Hum-
mingbirds males generally move to higher elevations in the summer 
months, but one showed up at Darrel Faxon’s feeder along Thornton 
Creek in the Lincoln Co. Coast Range. The last female Rufous Hum-
mingbird at our place near E.E. Wilson was on 7 Aug. At Lost Lake in 
the Cascades, Roy Gerig found several Rufous Hummingbirds plus 
two Calliope Hummingbirds 18 Aug.

Immature Downy Woodpeckers were regular in NW Corvallis by 
6 Aug, and a Hairy Woodpecker also showed up 23 Jul (C Miller). 

The B&B Burn in the Santiam Pass area yielded many woodpecker 
sightings this summer. On 28 Jul, Diane Horgan found an American 
Three-toed Woodpecker and fi ve Black-headed Woodpeckers in an 
area with several small ponds one mile w. of the Pacifi c Crest trailhead. 
By another pond in the same area (1/2 mi. n. of Santiam Sno-Park) 30 
Jul, Jamie Simmons, Jeff Harding and I encountered a diverse feeding 
fl ock which included about six American Three-toed Woodpeckers
and several Black-backed Woodpeckers as well as family groups of 
Hairy Woodpeckers and many Brown Creepers. All three woodpecker 
species continued to be found in the area through 18 Aug (D Berg, R 
Gerig).

Pileated Woodpeckers around Corvallis included a male in NW 
Corvallis 13 Jul (C Miller), two adults and three juveniles at Avery 
Park in early Jul, with the adults continuing thru 30 Jul (Jill Craft), and 
two which visited Ron and Avery Neilson’s birdbath in SW Corvallis 
7 Aug.

An Olive-sided Flycatcher was near Wren 19 Jul (R & Nanette 
Armstrong). One at Lost Lake 30 Jul gave a “kep kep kep” call which 
usually is given around a nest (J Simmons et al.). A mysterious nesting 
pair of birds at Sandy Thixton’s place s. of Philomath turned out to be 
Western Wood-Pewees with an unusually low nest, just three feet off 
the ground; the nest held three eggs as of 14 Jul (D Robinson).

Willow Flycatchers were calling on slopes near Foster Reservoir 
30 Jul (J Simmons et al.). The population around became less conspicu-
ous as birds mostly stopped calling by early Aug, but some were still at 
Truax Island Greenway 20 Aug (D Boucher et al.). A Dusky Flycatcher
was at Nash Crater 30 Jul and another fl ycatcher on the s. side of Hoodoo 
Butte was either a Dusky or a Gray Flycatcher (J Simmons et al.). 
Another Dusky Flycatcher was at Big Meadows 17 Aug (D Berg, R 

Gerig). A Pacifi c-slope Flycatcher near Philomath 15 Jul was working 
very hard to feed a young Brown-headed Cowbird (R Armstrong).

An immature Black Phoebe was at Philomath STP 16 Aug (J 
Fontaine et al.). One was at Willamette Park 30 Aug (R Armstrong, 
P Vanderheul, M Cutler). A family group of Western Kingbirds (2 
adults, 1 juvenile) were along OSU Campus Way 31 Jul thru 2 Aug 
(Randy Comeleo). 

Two Warbling Vireos were near Philomath 15 Jul (R Armstrong). 
A Red-eyed Vireo was seen again at E.E. Wilson 22 Jul (P Vanderheul) 
and possibly 17 Aug (p. obs.).

Three or four pairs of Streaked Horned Larks nesting at Mike 
Lippsmeyer’s wetland restoration s. of Monmouth were still carrying 
food apparently to nestlings 31 Jul. By 17 Aug Mike was seeing at least 
two apparent family groups of 4 to 6 birds.

Two Purple Martins were foraging and interacting in fl ight at E.E. 
Wilson 22 Jul (p. obs.; R Armstrong et al.). Five juveniles turned up in 
trees along Stapleton Rd. s. of Monmouth 20 Aug (M Lippsmeyer). Two 
were at Cabell Marsh 30 Aug (J Fontaine). Two Bank Swallows were at 
Philomath STP 2 Aug, foraging along with Tree, Barn, Cliff, Northern 
Rough-winged and Violet-green Swallows (D Robinson). 

Unusually hot weather was fatal to some swallow nestlings in nest 
boxes this summer, but Jim & Karan Fairchild helped two broods of 
Violet-Green Swallows stay cool by slipping plastic “ice cubes” under 
the nest cups, which seemed to work.

A Mountain Chickadee was on Mary’s Peak 4 Jul, in the same area 
where one was seen in 2004 (D Robinson). White-breasted Nuthatches
were found at Truax Island Greenway 20 Aug (D Boucher et al.).

Post-breeding dispersal of Brown Creepers was suggested by one 
in a NW Corvallis yard 23 Jul (C Miller) and one in our yard (which has 
only two trees large enough to be of interest for creepers) 3 Aug (Wil 
Geier). An adult House Wren also wandered into our corn and squash 
patch 5 Aug (p.obs.), a day before another dispersing House Wren
showed up in NW Corvallis (C Miller).

Ten Mountain Bluebirds including four juveniles were s. of Hoo-
doo Butte 17 Aug (D Berg, R Gerig). A juvenile Townsend’s Solitaire
was in Santiam Pass 30 Jul (J Simmons et al.). Swainson’s Thrushes
mostly stopped singing by early August, but Karan Fairchild was still 
hearing some calling sw. of Philomath 24 Aug. Hermit Thrushes were 
noted in Santiam Pass 18 Aug (R Gerig). A “massive movement” of 
American Robins at Thornton Creek 19 Aug was the fi rst noted infl ux 
of southbound migrants (Darrel Faxon).

While imitating Wrentits’ song can sometimes make them seem 
as mad as hornets, Don Boucher got a little more than he bargained for 
when he accidentally stirred up a real wasp nest while calling a Wrentit 
at Avery Park 30 Jul.

Cedar Waxwings were conspicuous throughout the period, espe-
cially around fruit trees and along the rivers where they could be seen 
on fl ycatching sallies.

An Orange-crowned Warbler at our place started singing again 
in the last week of August. A Nashville Warbler was near Santiam 
Sno-Park 1 Aug (R Gerig). A migrant Yellow Warbler was at the Pio-
neer Villa wetlands 19 Aug (M Nikas). Audubon’s (Yellow-rumped) 
Warblers in Santiam Pass 30 Jul included many juveniles as well as 
one male still in bright breeding plumage (J Simmons et al.). Eight 
Black-throated Gray Warblers were at Beazell Memorial Forest Park 
19 Jul (R Armstrong et al). A Townsend’s Warbler was n. of Santiam 
Sno-Park 18 Aug (R Gerig). Two Hermit Warblers were at Beazell 
Memorial Forest Park 19 Jul (R Armstrong et al.).

Three MacGillivray’s Warblers were near Wren 19 Jul (R Arm-
strong et al.). Fledged young were foraging with their parents at Santiam 
Sno-Park 30 Jul (J Simmons et al.). One 31 Jul a female showed up 
in black hawthorns in our otherwise open yard, likely a post-breeding 
dispersant. Wilson’s Warblers also started to wander out of the woods, 
from 22 Jul onward (p. obs.). Yellow-breasted Chats at E.E. Wilson 
gradually stopped calling in late July, with no reports after 31 Jul though 

"Field Notes" continued on next page
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Art Celebrates Birds
October 2006: Pegasus Gallery Features Jon 
Janosik with John Byrne and Frances Stilwell
Internationally-known bird and wildlife painter Jon Janosik 
will exhibit his most recent body of work at Pegasus Gallery 
throughout the month of October. John Byrne and Frances 
Stilwell will join him in the show.

Jon is well known to Corvallis Audubon as the 
creator of the masthead for the Chat and also his 
participation for many years in the Christmas Bird 
Count. His work is in many local collections, notably 
the bluebird painting in the Corvallis Public Library. 
He was educated in zoology, not art, but benefi ted greatly 
from contacts with the great bird painters Don Eckelberry 
and Roger Tory Peterson, with whom he went on bird walks 
as a teenager. While on a full scholarship at Oberlin College 
he supplemented his income by illustrating biology texts 
for a professor at Oberlin. He has shown at the Carnegie 
Museum of Natural History, Smithsonian Institute, British 
Museum of Natural History and Kobe Museum of Natural 
History in Japan. His interest in recent years has been cranes 
from around the world. At Pegasus he will show paintings 
of many bird species as well as his beloved cranes. 

Former OSU Oceanographer John Byrne is appreci-
ated for his efforts at protecting the gray whale and other 
whale species while he represented the United States on 
the International Whaling Commission. He is also known 
for his work as Administrator of the National Oceanic 
and Atmospheric Administration in Washington D.C. 
He returned to Corvallis in 1984 to serve as President of 
Oregon State University for eleven years. John paints in 
acrylics the birds he and his wife Shirley see on their trips 
around the globe. 

likely silent birds will remain into Sep. In Linn Co. one was still calling 
weakly above Foster Reservoir 30 Jul (J Simmons et al.).

A probable Summer Tanager visited a water dripper in SW 
Corvallis during the hot spell 23 Jul (A & R Neilson); the bird was 
described as “red all over” with darker red (not black) wings, with a 
tanager-like sleek shape and bill, and gave a call which sounded similar 
to recordings of this species, which is ordinarily found well south and 
east of us, but does sometimes show up as a vagrant. A Western Tanager
also visited the yard (A Neilson).

A Brewer’s Sparrow was in the company of several Savannah 
Sparrows at Cabell Marsh 17 Aug (D Robinson). Another was at Pioneer 
Villa 18 Aug (J Fontaine et al.). Numerous Fox Sparrows of the locally 
breeding types were on the s. side of Hoodoo Butte, including recently 
fl edged juveniles, several Lincoln’s Sparrows were at Lost Lake, and 
a recently fl edged White-crowned Sparrow was being fed by an adult 
at Foster Reservoir 30 Jul (J Simmons et al.). A family of Dark-eyed 
“Oregon” Juncos showed up in our back yard 17 Jul; numbers continued 
to increase through the Aug as more came down out of the hills.

Black-headed Grosbeaks continued in the Timberhill neighbor-
hood of Corvallis through 31 Jul (Andrea Foster). Michael Dossett found 
about a dozen on visits to Finley NWR, Adair Park and EE Wilson 13 
Aug. One female or immature was near Lewisburg 24 Aug (Bob Altman, 
p. obs.) and another was sw. of Philomath the same day, after a male 
visited around 21 Aug (Karan Fairchild). Lazuli Buntings also mostly 
departed, but on 30 Aug one was on Middle Ridge s. of Lebanon (R & 
Erez Gordin) and another was at Finley NWR HQ (P Vanderheul).

A Western Meadowlark posed on a low snag for the ASC fi eld Western Meadowlark posed on a low snag for the ASC fi eld Western Meadowlark
trip to Finley 12 Aug (P Vanderheul). On 27 Jul a Brown-headed Cow-
bird chick near E.E. Wilson was being diligently attended by a female 
Black-throated Gray Warbler (M Geier, p. obs.).

Purple Finches at Cabell Marsh 4 Aug were singing and munching 
on wild cherries (P Vanderheul). Both Red Crossbills and a possible 
White-winged Crossbill were in the Santiam Pass area 17-18 Aug (D 
Berg, R Gerig).

Incredible numbers of California Tortoiseshell butterfl ies were 
in the Hoodoo area of Santiam Pass 18 Aug, so thick that “you wanted 
a kerchief so you wouldn’t inhale any ... In some areas around the base 
of Hayrick Butte the Ceanothus velutinus was completely defoliated 
with only leaf petioles and midrib left and the skeleton plants covered 
with pupae” (R Gerig). On 30 Jul Jeff Harding, Jamie Simmons and I 
had noticed this defoliation and wondered about the identity of the many 
caterpillars we saw crawling around. We also heard a couple of Pikas
on rocky slopes in the Santiam Pass area. Michael Dossett heard an Elk
bugling at Finley 12 Aug which he noted seemed early for rut.

Coastal Notes
A Yellow-billed Loon was at Sally’s Bend 24 Jul (Lars Norgren). 

A Snowy Egret was on the mudfl ats of Siletz Bay at Cutler City 12 
Jul (Russ Namitz).

Two Snowy Plovers, many Semipalmated Plovers and three 
Marbled Godwits were at Tahkenitch Creek 29 Jul (J & Karl Fairchild). 
Three Wandering Tattlers, a Black Turnstone, and 42 Surfbirds were 
along the south jetty of Yaquina Bay 26 Jul (Roy Lowe, Dave Pitkin). 
61 to 65 Whimbrels were at Seal Rock 24 Jul (M Cutler, P Vanderheul). 
40 Red-necked Phalaropes were off the south jetty of Yaquina Bay 17 
Aug (Janet Lamberson; Cindy Ashy).

On 24 Jul a few Heermann’s Gulls and many California Gulls
were at Depoe Bay, and six Ring-billed Gulls and three Caspian 
Terns joined the gull fl ock at Hatfi eld Marine Science Center (M 
Cutler). A Cassin’s Auklet was at Depoe Bay along with the more 
expected Common Murres and Pigeon Guillemots 24 Jul (M Cutler, 
P Vanderheul).

Marcia and Paula also found two Olive-sided Flycatchers at 

Mike Miller Park s. of Newport 24 Jul. A migrant Western Kingbird
and a Townsend’s Solitaire were on Cascade Head 25 Aug (P Picker-
ing). A American Pipit there 26 Aug was the fi rst of fall migration (P 
Pickering).

Warbler migration along the coast got rolling with a Townsend’s 
Warbler on Cascade Head 23 Aug, ten Yellow Warblers, a Black-
throated Gray Warbler and fi ve Wilson’s Warblers there 25 Aug, and 
six Audubon’s (Yellow-rumped) Warblers there 26 Aug; a vagrant 
American Redstart female also showed up there 25 Aug (Phil Picker-
ing). Other unusual migrants on Cascade Head included a female Lazuli 
Bunting 23 Aug, a female or basic-plumaged Bobolink vocalizing at Bobolink vocalizing at Bobolink
the summit of the grassy slope 25 Aug, and a Bullock’s Oriole there 
26 Aug (P Pickering).

A juvenile Common Grackle showed up Rebecca Cheek’s and 
Walt Nelson’s feeder in South Beach 21 Jul, the same day their fi rst 
juvenile Brown-headed Cowbird showed up. Grackles seem to be 
showing up more often every year in Oregon.

Next issue
Many of our breeding species will begin to depart, as early fall 

migrants begin to arrive. Please send me your latest sightings by 25 Sep 
(see back page for address/phone info).

Joel Geier

Field Notes continued on next page
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Frances Stilwell ventures into bird-painting with oil 
paintings of birds in their typical habitats, primarily those in 
Oregon. Her subject matter refl ects a re-emerging emphasis 
in animal behavior, her focus when she studied honeybee 
pollination and mouse grooming. She wrote and illustrated 
the book Come Walk through Spring with Bessie Gragg 
Murphy and her Willamette Valley Wildfl owers, which was 
selected as one of the top ten books reviewed by the Salem 
Statesman Journal in 2002. She has exhibited widely in 
Washington and Oregon.

Other regional painters and photographers will join 
Janosik, Byrne and Stilwell in the exhibit. 

The Art Celebrates Birds exhibit will be up through 
the month of October 2006. Pegasus Gallery will host a 
reception to meet the artists and the artwork on Friday, 
October 20th, from 6:30-9pm at Pegasus 341 SW 2nd 
Street, Corvallis. Janosik will be featured on Oregon Art 
Beat sometime in October! For more information please 
call Bill or Paige @ (541) 757-0042, or go to www.pega-
susartgallery.com. Gallery hours are T-S 10:30-5:30. 

San Diego Bird Festival
Keynote Speaker Kevin Karlson, Co-Author of 
The Shorebird Guide
February 7 – 12, 2007: San Diego is famous for the variety 
of birds attracted to the area’s diverse habitats. Last year 
186 species were recorded during the festival. In addition 
to the ever-popular trips to the desert, mountains, seashore 
and pelagic trips this year, there will be two overnight op-
portunities to bird in northwestern Baja California. There 
will be a behind-the-scenes tour of San Diego Natural 
History Museum’s avian collection and a bonus bird walk 
in Balboa Park with Phil Unitt, the museum’s curator of 
birds and mammals. Fourteen workshops in all. A day-long 
digiscoping workshop with Clay Taylor including in-fi eld 
application is featured. For information and registration, go 
to www.sandiegoaudubon.org or call 619-682-7200.

Ann Hannon

El Cielo Biosphere Reserve Trips
As part of a sustainable development project, the El Cielo 
Biosphere Reserve is hosting all-inclusive birding/butterfl y 
watching trips departing from the Texas Valley. El Cielo, 
located in northeast Mexico, was declared a biosphere 
reserve in 1985 due to its richness in biodiversity.

The predominant economic activity of the region 
before it was declared a biosphere reserve was logging. 
Local inhabitants have been trained as butterfl y/bird watch-
ing guides, aiming to enhance the conservation awareness 
among locals and the generation of an alternative source 
of income through nature watching tourism.

El Cielo Butterfl y Festival: Nov 1-5, 2006. Held 
every year in Ciudad Mante, Tamaulipas, a city with ad-
equate infrastructure located only 35 km (21 miles) from 
the reserve.

El Cielo Nature Festival: Feb 18 – 22, 2007. Trans-
portation from Texas to Cd. Mante and back. Three nights 
lodging, all meals, bird watching tours to La Florida, El 
Encino, Alta Cima and El Naranjo.

Call 011-52-81-8378-5926, visit www.elcielofestival.
com, or write to elcielofestival@gmail.com.

Sonia Ortiz

Contributors to The Chat
Sue Haig, Dave Mellinger, Don Boucher, Marcia Cutler, 
Paula Vanderheul, Frances Stilwell, Ann Hannon, and 
Sonia Ortiz.

Chat Distribution: Fran Gates, Alberta Pierce, Elea-
nor and Ken Kidd, Joan Siegienski, and Joe Fontaine.

Hooded Cranes by Jan Janosik
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Calendar
Sept 9 Saturday morning local birding 7:30 am (Ankeny 

NWR)**
Sept 16 Kids Day for Conservation 10 am*
Sept 17 Fall Migratory Bird Count*
Sept 21 General meeting 7:30 pm
Sept 23 Full day birding—Newport coast**
Sept 23 The Buzz about Bees (Hesthavn) 1 pm**
Sept 24 Bicycle birding 9 am*
Sept 24 Art and Nature (Hesthavn) 1 pm**
Sept 26 Deadline for October Field Notes submissions
Sept 28 Deadline for October Chat submissions
Oct 1 Critters of the Creek (Hesthavn) 1 pm**
Oct 14 Saturday morning local birding 7:30 am**
Oct 21 Full day birding—Fern Ridge Wildlife Area**

*See pages 2-3
**See page 3


