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General Meeting
Thursday, March 15, 7:30 – 9:00 pm
First Presbyterian Church

Movements and Migration in Pacifi c 
Albatrosses 
A presentation by Dr. Rob Suryan, Hatfi eld Marine 
Science Center, OSU
Directions
The chapter meeting is in the meeting hall of the First 
Presbyterian Church (upstairs), 114 SW Eighth Street. The 
meeting is preceded by a social period with refreshments, 
which begins at 7 pm.

Speak Up for Wildlife in the 
Klamath Basin!
The National Wildlife Refuges of the Klamath Basin are 
among the most spectacular wildlands in the western 
United States. They are vitally important for fi sh and 
wildlife, particularly for migratory waterfowl, songbirds, 
and eagles that depend upon them as places to rest, feed, 
and raise their young.

The US Fish and Wildlife Service is initiating its fi rst 
ever Comprehensive Conservation Plan (CCP) for the 
Klamath Marsh National Wildlife Refuge (NWR). The 
40,885-acre Klamath Marsh NWR, located immediately 
east of Crater Lake, is comprised of wetland marshes, mead-
ows and ringed with 
pine forest habitats. As 
the fi rst comprehensive 
plan for any of the six 
Klamath refuges, this is 
a tremendous opportu-
nity to ensure that these 
spectacular wildlands, 
and the wildlife they sus-
tain, are protected for 
generations to come. 

Klamath Marsh NWR is the most pristine of the six 
Klamath Basin refuges, and conservationists are urging the 
USFWS manage this refuge to maintain and enhance its 
outstanding wildlife values--which include sand hill cranes, 
yellow rails, bald eagles, owls, elk, pronghorn antelope, and 
numerous species of migratory waterfowl. Continued and 
proposed developments such as logging, haying, grazing, 
and pesticide use should be restricted, and used only after 
a specifi c wildlife purpose is fi rst identifi ed. 

TAKE ACTION: Please take a few moments to speak 
up for fi sh and wildlife in the Klamath Basin, and help 
ensure that Klamath Marsh National Wildlife Refuge is 
maintained as a natural treasure for generations to come! 
Please write or email the USFWS. Please tell them: 

• Wildlife should come fi rst. 
• Investigate options to restore wetlands and open 

water areas. 
• Carefully evaluate opportunities for recreation. 
• Expand the refuge boundaries by acquiring vital habi-

tat areas from adjacent, willing seller land owners. 
The refuge¹s backgrounder is posted on the USFWS¹s 

website http://www.fws.gov/klamathbasinrefuges/ Re-
spond by fi lling out their Mail Back Response Form or 
send a response electronically by going to Oregon Wild¹s 
homepage at www.oregonwild.org and scroll down to 
Urgent Alerts. 
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Oregon Coast Birding Trail 
Established
Corvallis Audubon is participating in development of the 
Willamette Valley Birding Trail - thanks to ASC member 
Bill Proebsting, who is serving as our representative on the 
committee of conservation, recreation, and business lead-
ers who are developing the Trail. The WVBT will serve as 
a vehicle to acquaint both visitors and residents with the 
many great birding opportunities in our area, and thereby 
to attract visitors to the Willamette Valley. A similar group 
has been involved in creation of a comparable resource, the 
Oregon Coast Birding Trail. That project has recently come 
to fruition, and information about that birding trail can be 
found on the Web at www.OregonCoastBirding.com. This 
will give you an idea of what we hope the Willamette Val-
ley Birding Trail will look like. We hope that comparable 
information about birding spots and opportunities even 
closer to home will soon be available.

Chris Mathews

Oregon Coast Birding Trail 
Makes Birding Easy
The Oregon Coast Birding Trail is a self-guided driving tour 
that highlights 173 birding destinations all along the coast. 
The trail traces more than 500 miles of existing roads. The 
primary route is Highway 101 stretching 400 miles from 
Astoria through Del Norte County, California, with some 
sites on side roads. No signs indicate birding sites, but the 
52-page, glossy, full-color Oregon Coast Birding Trail 
guide makes it easy to fi nd each of the 173 birding desti-
nations as you drive along. Each site’s write-up includes 
directions, information about the site, and birds that you 
can expect to see. 

The Birding Trail represents two years of effort. Public 
meetings were held in nearly every town on the coast dur-
ing 2005 to promote support for the birding trail and begin 
fund-raising. More than 200 site nominations fl ooded the 
Web site from birders all over the state and several bird 
experts spent months reviewing each birding site before 
winnowing down to the 173 fi nalists. Finally, in October 
2006, the guide went online (www.OregonCoastBirding.
com) and by mid-December 2006 the glossy, printed ver-
sion became available. The Oregon Coast Birding Trail will 
be offi cially dedicated on International Migratory Bird Day 
on May 12, 2007, at several birding sites along the coast. 
The dedication sites have not yet been determined. Check 
the Web site for up-to-date information.

Judy Fleagle
Oregon Coast Birding Trail steering committee

Build Lebanon Trails (BLT)
In 2005, an idea was hatched by the East Linn Community 
Health Improvement Partnership (CHIP) to put in place a 
program that would create an opportunity for citizens of 
Lebanon and nearby communities to connect with nature, 
encourage physical exercise, establish social networks, 
etc., as a way of increasing the overall health of the com-
munity. The City of Lebanon identifi ed land that could 
be used to provide trails for walking, hiking and biking 
throughout the city which would connect key areas such 
as schools, churches, and parks with existing trails such as 
the Santiam Wagon Trail. About 50 linear miles of trails 
are planned. The idea took off as many citizens began to 
donate their time, resources and expertise to the project. 
Samaritan Health Services, KGAL/KSHO, and several 
small businesses have donated personnel and resources to 
the project, which has taken on a life of its own as Build 
Lebanon Trails (BLT). Bi Mart has expressed an interest 
in being a major sponsor. So far, the BLT project has been 
a strictly volunteer effort; however we hope to establish a 
non-profi t corporation this year so we can accept donations, 
buy goods and services, etc.

Popular activities hosted by BLT during 2006, and 
slated to continue indefi nitely, include monthly hikes on 
the proposed trail areas. The hikes take place on the second 
Saturday of each month, starting at 10:00 and lasting from 
1-2 hours. On the fi rst, third and fourth Saturday of each 
month, the public is encouraged to gather at the Lebanon 
High School track for a “Maxercise” walk at 8:15 a.m., led 
by a local fi tness expert and personal trainer.

As chair of the Natural Resources Committee of BLT, 
I will assist with trail planning, monthly hikes and vari-
ous other facets of the project so that we can minimize 
the negative impact of trail construction on wildlife, help 
restore native habitat, and provide education to the public 
regarding conservation issues. An added benefi t will be the 
addition of some of the BLT trails in the area to my exist-
ing bluebird trail which is an “off-shoot” of the Audubon 
Society of Corvallis (ASC) Bluebird Trail. I will also have 
the opportunity to provide nest boxes for Wood Ducks 
and other species in the riparian areas. I am currently in 
the process of acquiring laminated fi eld guide cards to 
use on hikes, and have begun a dialogue with Wild Birds 
Unlimited regarding possible sponsorship or collaboration 
on their part.

The March hike will be at Burkhart Creek. Access 
is on 12th St. south of Oak St, near the Lebanon Airport. 
Signs will be posted. The April hike is tentatively planned 
to take place at Peterson Butte. For more information 
regarding this exciting project, please feel free to contact 
me at gordin@centurytel.net.

Raylene Gordin
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7th Annual Birdathon
April 28-29, 2007
Yes, once again it’s time to get it in gear for the ASC 
Birdathon! It’s time to get out, see some springtime birds, 
and raise a few bucks for a good cause. If you’re new to 
Audubon, here’s the scoop:

What is the Birdathon anyway?
The Birdathon is a fundraiser for Hesthavn, our local nature 
center, and it raises awareness about birds and the Audubon 
Society in our community. It’s basically a birding marathon. 
First you ask your relatives, friends, co-workers, and/or 
neighbors (like the ones who’ve hit you up to buy cookies 
and candy bars for their kids’ fundraisers) to pledge a certain 
amount for each species of bird you might see, by yourself 
or as part of a team. Then, on the weekend of April 28 (or 
another spring weekend if that one doesn’t work for you), 
you go out and bird for however long you want, wherever 
you can get to in one weekend (Willamette Park, the coast, 
Belize…). This event is open to all skill levels and team 
participation is encouraged. If you’re an armchair birder or 
don’t want to go all out, you can still participate by birding 
your own backyard or pledging to a team.

If you want to participate but feel uncomfortable ask-
ing people for money, consider pledging to yourself, in 
honor of a favorite aunt or grandparent! Then send them a 
letter telling where you went, what you saw, and what the 
money is going for.

Who benefi ts from the Birdathon?
All proceeds from the Birdathon go directly to Hesthavn 
Nature Center, ASC’s 5 ¾ acre patch-o-heaven out on Oak 
Creek Road (west of 53rd Street). Hesthavn is dedicated to 
educating the community about our local environment. In 
the past 6 years, the Birdathon has raised around $28,500 
for Hesthavn! Proceeds have gone to such worthy projects 
as museum display cases, a new fl oor and weather-tight 
doors and windows, and a composting toilet.

The other benefactor of the Birdathon, of course, is 
YOU. Use this challenge to get yourself out the door, dust 
off your binoculars, and lift yourself out of that winter 
slump.

Business owners and teachers take note
Could your local business benefi t from some publicity? 
Consider being a business sponsor of the ‘thon. Teachers: 
would you like to get your students out of the classroom for 
a day? Consider forming a student team, with an emphasis 
on the competition rather than the fundraising.

I’m in – Sign Me Up!
Just send me an email or call to let me know you plan to 
participate; then print out a sponsor sheet from the ASC 
website and start collecting pledges. This year we’ve 

streamlined the paperwork. Everything will be on-line, 
and we’re only asking you to submit one short form (the 
birders’ report). Or contact me, Mary Van Brocklin, and I’ll 
send or email you the info you need (745-7170; <mary_
vanbrocklin@yahoo.com>). We’ll announce results at our 
May meeting and in the summer Chat, including winners 
for highest species count and highest amount of pledges 
collected. Go Team!

Mary VanBrocklin

Field Trip Schedule
Monthly Year-Round 2nd Saturday
Mar 10 Saturday morning local birding 7:30 am
April 14 Saturday morning local birding 7:30 am
May 12 Saturday morning local birding 7:30 am

Our Saturday morning local fi eld trip meets the second 
Saturday of every month at the Avery Park Rose Garden 
parking area at 7:30 AM. This fi eld trip is especially inter-
esting for beginner birders, and birders new to Oregon’s 
mid-valley area. We spend a lot of time identifying local 
birds by sight and song. We visit the valley national wildlife 
refuges—Finley, Baskett Slough, and Ankeny, as well as 
other birding areas throughout the year. Paula Vanderheul 
is fi eld trip leader. vanderp@peak.org 541-752-0470

Spring 2007 Weekend Field Trips
March 23-25 Bandon Coast (note change of date)
April 27-29  Klamath Basin
May 11-13  Rogue Valley
May 17-20  Malheur NWR

Fred Ramsey leads all the spring weekend trips. Fred 
has been leading these fi eld trips for ASC over 30 years. 
He is an amazing fi eld trip guide sharing his knowledge 
of fi nding birds in their habitat, pointing out wildfl owers, 
butterfl ies, mammals, and reptiles. The fi eld trips fi ll up 
early in the fall. Sign-up sheets are available at the general 
meeting or email Paula Vanderheul with your requests. 
Vanderp@peak.org 

The Rogue Valley and Malheur trips require deposits 
by February 28, 2007. The Rogue Valley deposit is $40. The 
Malheur deposit is $50. Each deposit made payable to Fred 
Ramsey 3550 NW Glen Ridge Pl. Corvallis OR 97330

Paula Vanderheul

Bicycle Birding
Sundays, (see dates below) 9am - noon
May 27, (this trip only, Meet at E.E. Wilson call for de-
tails), June 24, July 22, Aug 26, Sept 23. Meet at the Avery 
Park Rose Garden. Easy and fl at ride of 3-10 miles. We’ll 
poke along and fi nd birds in every nook and cranny along 
bike routes in or near Corvallis. Bring water, binocu-
lars and rain gear. Led by Don Boucher, 541-753-7689, 
bouchdon@peak.org 

Don Boucher
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Field Notes
January 23 – February 19, 2007

The period started off dry, clear and chilly, with ponds freezing 
nightly but thawing in sunshine which inspired some birds to sing by 
31 Jan. Warmer weather set in by mid-Feb, rising above 60o F by 17 
Feb when osoberry was putting out leaves. The warm spell produced a 
loud chorus of frogs each night and trilling juncos by day, before more 
seasonal rainy, chilly weather returned in late Feb.

European Starlings also started to sing. These excellent mimics 
always manage to fool me. One at E.E. Wilson 12 Feb gave a nearly 
perfect imitation of a Sora’s whinny as part of its repertoire.

Another source of confusion was a mostly white bird near Alpine 
that was reported as a Snow Bunting last month. This turned out to be 
a rare, albinistic American 
Robin, all white except 
for black feathers on the 
wings and tail. Warren and 
Laurie Halsey were able to 
photograph the bird after 
getting a better view on 2 
Feb, and realized it was a 
robin as it hopped around 
in corn stubble, searching 
for worms.

The Alpine albinistic American Robin which fooled us 
last month

Abbreviations & Locations: CBC = Christmas Bird Count; NWR 
= National Wildlife Refuge; SAS = Salem Audubon Society; SNA = 
State Natural Area; STP = sewage treatment ponds; p. obs. = personal 
observation. Cabell Marsh is at Finley (NWR) s. of Corvallis. Coffi n 
Butte and E.E. Wilson (Wildlife Area) are north of Corvallis along Hwy 
99W. Jackson-Frazier (Wetland) is near Cheldelin Middle School in n. 
Corvallis. Knoll Terrace is a mobile home park in the Lewisburg area 
n. of Corvallis. Luckiamute SNA is at the confl uence of the Luckiamute 
and Willamette Rivers in se. Polk and ne. Benton Co. Middle Ridge is 
s. of Lebanon. Peterson Butte is w. of Lebanon. Thornton Lake is in 
North Albany. Toketie Marsh is the remedial wetland for Coffi n Butte 
landfi ll. Willamette Park is in s. Corvallis.

Reports
A Greater White-fronted Goose was at Finley 17 Feb (Erik 

Knight). The wintering fl ock of 24 Trumpeter Swans continued thru 
the period near Suver in s. Polk Co. (p. obs.). Sandy & Rich Whitney 
reported 13 Trumpeter Swans near Philomath STP 26 Jan (fi de Elsie 
Eltzroth). 

A Eurasian Wigeon drake with the American Wigeon fl ock at 
Stewart Lake 22 Jan (Don Boucher) was joined by a hybrid American x 
Eurasian drake 1 Feb (Rich Armstrong). 83 Northern Shovelers were 
at Stewart Lake 12 Feb (Jamie Simmons). An intergrade Eurasian x 
American Green-winged Teal drake was with 20 Green-winged Teal
at Knoll Terrace STP 19 Feb (R Armstrong, Paula Vanderheul).

A male Canvasback was back at Knoll Terrace STP 26 Jan (R Canvasback was back at Knoll Terrace STP 26 Jan (R Canvasback
Armstrong). The Canvasback fl ock at Stewart Lake peaked at 22 on 12 Canvasback fl ock at Stewart Lake peaked at 22 on 12 Canvasback
Feb (J Simmons). Three Redheads were at Philomath STP Co. 10 Feb 
(Joe Fontaine, J Simmons); one was still there 19 Feb (R Armstrong). 
Buffl ehead drakes posed at Finley 13 Feb (Andy Purviance).

A Greater Scaup was at Knoll Terrace STP 26 Jan and four were 
there 19 Feb (R Armstrong); another (a male) was at Stewart Lake 1 & 
12 Feb (R Armstrong; J Simmons). 2 or 3 were at Philomath STP Co. 
10 Feb along with 90 Lesser Scaup and 197 Ruddy Ducks (J Fontaine, 
J Simmons). A lone male Ruddy Duck was at Stewart Lake 12 & 19 Ruddy Duck was at Stewart Lake 12 & 19 Ruddy Duck
Feb (J Simmons; R Armstrong, P Vanderheul).

On 4 Feb 19 Wild Turkeys gleaned seeds from Judith & Jerry 
Paul’s backyard near Lewisburg. Eleven Double-crested Cormorants

fl ew past s. Corvallis along the Willamette 26 Jan (Rich & Nanette 
Armstrong). A Great Egret fl ew in to land at the north end of Crystal 
Lake at Willamette Park 4 Feb (Joan Newhouse, Neil Lidstrom).

Turkey Vultures were seen occasionally this month, including one 
in SW Corvallis 4 Feb (D Boucher, Lisa Millbank) and one near Bald 
Hill Park 10 Feb (P Vanderheul, ASC fi eld trip). It’s hard to say if these 
were early spring migrants or wintering birds, as singles were seen at 
Bald Hill 10 Dec and at Finley 19 Dec (R & N Armstrong).

A pair of White-tailed Kites continued at Marys River Natural Park 
thru 28 Jan (Will Wright fi de D Boucher). One was at E.E. Wilson 5 & 
17 Feb (Don & Roberta Hall; Chris & Mike Miller). One was hunting 
near Finley headquarters 13 Feb (A Purviance). Two were at the Finley 
prairie overlook 19 Feb, one eating a vole (Randy & Pam Comeleo). 
In Linn Co., Tom Snetsinger found a pair in courtship fl ight on Marks 
Ridge n. of Sweet Home 17 Feb.

A pair of adult Bald Eagles continued to be seen around Thornton 
Lake in North Albany thru 6 Feb (Katie Higinbotham). Six soared over 
Peterson Butte 17 Feb (Steve Seibel) and nine gathered at Philomath STP 
19 Feb (R Armstrong, P Vanderheul). A male and a female Northern 
Harrier were seen separately at Marys River Natural Park 28 Jan (D 
Boucher, Will Wright). A Rough-legged Hawk was hover-hunting over Rough-legged Hawk was hover-hunting over Rough-legged Hawk
the north end of E.E. Wilson 31 Jan (p. obs.).

An American Kestrel along the Campus Way bike path 3 Feb 
was eating a Red-winged Blackbird, a large meal for this small fal-
con (R Armstrong). Single Merlins were spotted along 53rd St sw of 
Corvallis 29 Jan (Dave Mellinger), at Luckiamute SNA 12 Feb (SAS 
fi eld trip), and at Peterson Butte 15 Feb (S Seibel). A Gyrfalcon that 
wintered in the Inavale-Greenberry area was last reported 24 Jan (R & 
N Armstrong, M Cutler). A Prairie Falcon was over Peterson Butte 
17 Feb (S Seibel).

Killdeer  at Toketie Marsh and a nearby wetland restoration in 
E.E. Wilson seemed to be pairing up by 29 Jan (p. obs.). A Greater 
Yellowlegs shuttled between these two spots 28-31 Jan and three Least 
Sandpipers were near Luckiamute SNA 29 Jan (p. obs.). Small fl ocks 
of Dunlin were at Cabell Marsh 17 & 19 Feb (E Knight; R Armstrong, 
P Vanderheul). Reports of gulls were sparse: one Ring-billed Gull was 
at Lewisburg 26 Jan (R & N Armstrong) and another fl ew over Hwy 
99W near Circle Blvd 19 Feb (R Armstrong, P Vanderheul).

Band-tailed Pigeons began to show up, with a pair visiting Oak 
Creek 10-12 Feb (Bill & Lena Proebsting), and one at Jackson-Frazier 
13 & 14 Feb (R & N Armstrong). 34 Mourning Doves were near the 
Benton Co. fairgrounds 3 Feb, and 40 were at Jackson-Frazier 14 Feb 
(R & N Armstrong).

On 9 Feb Don & Roberta Hall saw a Streptopelia sp. dove perched 
at Jackson-Frazier, probably a Eurasian Collared-Dove, a species 
known to be expanding its range in Oregon. Don noted a dark stripe on 
the otherwise plain nape and a squared-off tail which was white under-
neath so far as it was visible; however, he was not sure if the undertail 
coverts were gray as expected for this species, or white which would 
indicate a Ringed Turtle-Dove (a common cage bird which sometimes 
escapes).

A Barn Owl was along the Campus Way bike path early on 13 
Feb (B Proebsting). Jerry Paul heard a Western Screech-Owl near 
Lewisburg after dark 5 & 6 Feb. A Northern Pygmy-Owl called from 
a large fi r on Middle Ridge at dusk 2 Feb (Raylene Gordin).

An Anna’s Hummingbird at Jackson-Frazier 9 Feb (D & R Hall) 
represented yet another location for this species in Corvallis. Acorn 
Woodpeckers continued to be seen in the oaks across from the Benton 
Co. fairgrounds and in Forest Dell Park (R Armstrong). A male Red-
naped Sapsucker turned up at Finley headquarters (R & P Comeleo) 
where one was seen last winter. A Red-breasted Sapsucker visited 
a North Albany yard 2 Feb (K Higinbotham). A pair of Red-shafted 
(Northern) Flickers at E.E. Wilson 17 Feb engaged “beak dueling” (C 
& M Miller), a courtship behavior. A territorial PileatedWoodpecker
called from a large cottonwood at Luckiamute SNA 23 Jan (p. obs.). 
One was heard along Oak Creek 10 Feb (ASC fi eld trip).
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A Black Phoebe continued at the Butterfi eld wetland near 
Willamette Landing in s. Corvallis 26 Jan (R Armstrong) and 17 Feb 
when another was just w. of Corvallis airport 17 Feb (M Monroe). 
Hutton’s Vireos started to give their territorial “zu-WEEP!” calls this 
month. One visited Raylene Gordin’s yard on Middle Ridge 2 Feb. 
The SAS fi eld trip found one apiece at E.E. Wilson and Luckiamute 
SNA 12 Feb. One at our place continued to call daily thru the end of 
the period.

About 27 Horned Larks were along Livermore Rd. n. of Baskett 
Slough 13 Feb, some as pairs (M Monroe). Two swallows foraging over 
Baskett Slough in the drizzle on 15 Feb appeared to be Tree Swal-
lows (p. obs.). More Tree Swallows showed up at Finley 17 & 18 Feb 
(Matthew Peterson; D Boucher) and 20 were at E.E. Wilson 19 Feb (R 
Armstrong, P Vanderheul).

Some large fl ocks of American Crows were noted this month: 
500 at Philomath STP 10 Feb (J Fontaine, J Simmons) and 250 fl ying 
west over the Corvallis downtown 13 Feb (S Seibel).

Black-capped Chickadees and White-breasted Nuthatches sang 
in the sunshine in Corvallis 31 Jan (D Boucher). White-breasted Nut-
hatches were also heard at Stewart Lake and Luckiamute SNA 12 Feb 
(J Simmons; SAS fi eld trip). Bushtits regularly swarmed suet feeders 
near Lewisburg (J & J Paul) while Red-breasted Nuthatches visited 
feeders in the Timberhill neighborhood along with a Ruby-crowned 
Kinglet which appeared eight days after Andrea Foster found another 
one dead nearby. Chris Miller enjoyed fi nding a Bewick’s Wren at E.E. 
Wilson 17 Feb; these brush-dwelling birds are more often heard than 
seen, especially this month as they began singing regularly.

Seven Western Bluebirds were at Forest Dell Park 25 Jan and ten 
were along the Campus Way bike path 3 Feb (R Armstrong). A Hermit 
Thrush was in the n. part of E.E. Wilson 31 Jan (p. obs.).

Besides the striking albinistic American Robin near Alpine 2 
Feb (Warren & Laurie Halsey), many large fl ocks of American Robins
were seen as is usual in late winter. Dozens of Varied Thrushes were 
still at E.E. Wilson in late Feb, although ones visiting Corvallis yards 
seem to have departed (A Foster; R & N Armstrong).

Two Wrentits were in brambles just w. of the angling pond at 
E.E. Wilson 5 Feb (D & R Hall). Three American Pipits at Finley 17 
Feb (E Knight) were the only report this period. 20 Cedar Waxwings
associating with a fl ock of 150-200 robins at Thornton Lake 4-6 Feb (K 
Higinbotham) were the only waxwings reported this month.

A Nashville Warbler that wintered in Corvallis graced the 
Gazette-Times courtyard 31 Jan & 21 Feb (D Boucher). Dozens of 
Yellow-rumped Warblers were reported regularly from Stewart Lake 
and E.E. Wilson.  A male Townsend’s Warbler visited a Lewisburg 
suet feeder 10-13 Feb (J & J Paul). One to two visited near Forest Dell 
Park thru the period, with a third on 15 Feb (R & N Armstrong). Three 
to four visited feeders at Thornton Lake twice daily thru 16 Feb (K 
Higinbotham).

A Sooty Fox Sparrow (our regular wintering type) visited the 
Timberhill neighborhood in early Feb (A Foster). Two Lincoln’s Spar-
rows visited Chris Miller’s yard in NW Corvallis 4 Feb, along with 
White-crowned and Golden-crowned Sparrows. A Swamp Sparrow 
found last month was still in a wetland on the w. side of E.E. Wilson near 
Coffi n Butte 25-27 Jan (p. obs.; R Armstrong). On 3 Feb Tom Snetsinger 
found White-throated Sparrows and a Harris’s Sparrow continuing at 
Luckiamute SNA. A Snow Bunting was with a fl ock of Horned Larks
along Smith Rd. near Peoria 1 Feb (Richard & Dottie Miller). 

Over 200 Red-winged Blackbirds were in the north end of E.E. 
Wilson 25 Jan, including many singing males around the marshes, 
some of which were giving Sora-like whinnies as they often do. Thirty 
Western Meadowlarks sang from high in the oaks at Luckiamute SNA 
29 Jan (p. obs.); some also sang at the Finley prairie overlook 18 Feb 
(R & P Comeleo).

On 28 Jan Doug Robinson found 27 Gray-crowned Rosy-Finches
back on the south side of the Marys Peak summit, where a fl ock was 
seen in late Nov. Purple Finches were highlights of the ASC fi eld 

trip to Bald Hill 10 Feb (P Vanderheul) and the SAS fi eld trip to E.E. 
Wilson 12 Feb. House Finches started singing around Corvallis 31 Jan 
(D Boucher). On 4 Feb, 30 Red Crossbills fl ew over our house giving 
“kip-kip” calls as they continued east over E.E. Wilson.

A Common Redpoll was a surprising visitor along with American 
Goldfi nches at Molly Monroe’s s. Corvallis thistle feeder 20 Feb. Pine 
Siskins have been scarce the past two winters, but this month brought 
several reports including nine at E.E. Wilson 25 Jan (p. obs.), two fl ocks 
in SW Corvallis 4 Feb (D Boucher), fi ve near Lewisburg 13 Feb (J & 
J Paul), three at Jackson-Frazier 14 Feb (R & N Armstrong), and a few 
heard in Timberhill around 19 Feb (A Foster). Don & Roberta Hall have 
had 8-10 Lesser Goldfi nches visiting their Corvallis feeder  daily.

Pacifi c Chorus-Frogs were mating in the pond along Woodpecker 
Loop at Finley 18 Feb (D Boucher). A writhing ball of four Red-spotted 
Garter Snakes appeared to be doing the same at our place near E.E. 
Wilson 17 Feb. About 100 Elk were w. of Finley headquarters 18 Feb Elk were w. of Finley headquarters 18 Feb Elk
(R & P Comeleo).

Next issue
Please send me your latest sightings by 26 Mar.
Joel Geier
38566 Hwy 99W, Corvallis 97330
(541) 745-5020
joel.geier@peak.org

Townsend’s Warbler in North Albany
Photo by Katie Higinbotham (age 11)

Seeking Nominations for 
2007-2008 Board 
(Turn in your Friends for a Worthy Cause)
Our Chapter has been privileged to always fi ll board posi-
tions throughout its thirty-six years of existence. This active 
Audubon community has always brought forward talented, 
knowledgeable, curious, environmentally-concerned 
citizens who have given real commitments to keeping the 
Chapter strong. Most of the current board members and 
offi cers are able to stay one more year in their position. We 
now ask you to help us consider all individuals you think 
Board Nominees continued on next page
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can help contribute to our Chapter. 
The Chapter Constitution states that Offi cers of the 

Board, President, Vice-President, Secretary, and Treasurer, 
are to serve not more than three years consecutively. The 
Secretary position thus will be open for next year. The 
Secretary attends monthly board meetings taking minutes 
and e-mailing minutes to the board. Our Vice-President 
could stay on another year, but informed us that she would 
be happy to relinquish her position if someone else would 
like it. The Vice-President’s main function is arranging 
programs for the general meeting, and fi lling in when the 
board President is absent. From September through May 
guest speakers are invited to speak on various topics having 
to do with our environment and nature presentations. 

Our Chapter has six Board Members-at Large, who 
help direct Chapter activities as voting board members. 
Each Board Member is asked to take on extra projects such 
as fund-raising, grant writing, education programs, special 
committee chairs, Hesthavn Nature Center projects, or spe-
cial events. This is your chance to become more involved 
with your local Audubon Society, whether in educating the 
community on issues of environmental concerns, working 
to complete the Hesthavn Nature Center, or sharing the 
natural environment with others. 

Chairs of Standing Committees also help direct Chap-
ter activities. Amy Schoener, Membership Chair, has been 
doing a great job for many years. She puts in a lot of hours 
updating records so that each of us receives our monthly 
newsletter. National Audubon sends her monthly updates 
of renewal, changes, and cancellations and she also up-
dates our separate local members’ database. From these 
she prepares a monthly database of subscriber addresses 
to be emailed to the printers. Amy is to be complimented 
for many years of coordinating the membership data ef-
fi ciently. She is willing to stay on, but she is looking for 
that enthusiastic someone to help, and possibly take over 
in the future. 

The Nominating Committee wishes to ask members 
to suggest names of people whom they feel to be well 
qualifi ed. We will then contact these individuals, to fi nd 
out if they’re willing to serve, and forward all interested 
people’s names to the membership for election in May. 
Nominating Committee members are Paula Vanderheul, 
541-752-0470, vanderp@peak.org ; Jim Fairchild, 929-
4029, alderspr@peak.org ; and Frances Stilwell, 541-
752-1720, mfstilwell@peak.org Please contact any one 
of them for information or answers to questions, and of 
course let them know if you are interested in participating 
on the ASC Board.

Atop the Nestbox
Neurotic male bluebird
Don Wenzel emailed the following observation: “I live in 
North Albany and had a pair of bluebirds raise a couple 
broods last year. We have this neurotic male blue bird that 
wants to fi ght his refl ection in my pickup mirror. He does 
it by the hours. I am not sure what happened to the female 
that use to be with him. I think she gave up and found a 
more sane mate.”

Bluebird attacking mirror

Yes, bluebirds can be rather neurotic. Male bluebirds 
can behave like humans in some ways - even though we 
try not to anthropomorphize their activities. Mr. Macho is 
trying to chase away the strange male he sees in the mir-
ror. He is being territorial. Or he may be trying to chase 
away some of the kids he had last year! I suggest that you 
put a sock over the mirror so he doesn’t waste so much 
energy for nothing. I’ve seen females (and other birds) do 
the same. He may give up on the mirror, but he may then 
attack your windows. The end of this month is when they 
will truly start being serious. The female may have found 
a new mate! Hers wasn’t paying enough attention to her 
--- that’s kind of human, too. Good luck, and please keep 
in touch. We would especially like to know if any of your 
birds are banded. We can then trace from which box they 
had fl edged.

Elsie Eltzroth 

Green Lines
Planting Trees Is For The Birds
While it is true that planting trees is good for the birds, 
it is also good for the planet, for clean air, for the human 
race. The Corvallis Audubon Society board is looking at 
a possible “Tree Planting” month in 2007. You may recall 
that “Planting a Tree” is one of our 14 Green List items. We 
would like to know who is willing to help out and plant a 
tree. You can participate even if you are a renter. We plan to 
link up tree planters with land owners who would welcome 
a tree planting. Please contact John Gaylord (745-5088) 
if you are interested. Some trees are available at little or 
no cost from local agencies. We would expect trees to be 
appropriate for Oregon soil conditions and life zones, and 
not foreign exotics. Careful selection is important. Please 
help our planet.

John Gaylord

Board Nominees continued from previous page

Do
n W

en
ze

l



55

Support New Wilderness 
for Oregon
Please write your Senators and your Representative urg-
ing them to help protect land around Mt. Hood. A bill 
recently introduced in Congress would protect 128,000 
acres around Mt. Hood and designate 80 miles of Wild and 
Scenic Rivers. Most of the land in question would become 
wilderness and would be safe from logging and roads; a 
fraction of it would be added to national recreation areas. 
This is quite a sizable chunk of real estate so near to the 
Willamette Valley.

The idea of expanding the Mt. Hood Wilderness has 
been around for several years, but now is the time when it 
seems to have a good chance of success. Both of Oregon’s 
senators are behind the idea, as are both Democratic and 
Republican Representatives from Oregon; Sen. Smith is 
up for election next year, so he’ll be especially attuned to 
voters’ desires; both houses of Congress are now controlled 
by much more wilderness-friendly leaders than any time 
since 1994; and President Bush would probably sign such 
a bill rather than risking a veto over what is for him a fairly 
small issue.

What you can do: Write to Sens. Smith and Wyden and 
your representative (either Rep. DeFazio or Rep. Hooley), 
telling them you support the Mt. Hood wilderness bill, 
thanking them for their support of it, and urging them to 
get it passed as soon as possible.

Sen. Gordon Smith or Sen. Ron Wyden
U.S. Senate
Washington, DC 20510

Rep. Peter DeFazio or Rep. Darlene Hooley
U.S. House of Representatives
Washington, DC 20515

Thanks for working for new wild land!
Dave Mellinger

Siskiyou Field Institute Events
Raptors with Dr. Stewart Janes and Irene Brady
Mar 30-April 1 Merlin, OR

Discover the hawks, owls and other raptors of the 
Siskiyous. Learn fi eld identifi cation, breeding biology, 
and feeding ecology with ornithologist Dr. Stewart Janes. 
Exercise your creative side while sketching these powerful 
birds as you study their anatomy with live models under the 
direction of naturalist and illustrator Irene Brady. Observe 
raptors up close with a special tour at Wildlife Images. 
Tuition: $90
Deer Creek Center Open House 
April 22, 2-6 pm Selma, OR

The Siskiyou Field Institute and Southern Oregon 

University (SOU) invite you to celebrate the opening of 
the Deer Creek Center for Field Research and Education. 
We’d love for you to see the beautiful 850-acre property 
and facilities that SFI calls home. Join us for tours of the 
property and historic ranch house, a viewing of SFI’s new 
video, and a special welcoming ceremony by members of 
the Siletz Tribe. 

The Siskiyou Field Institute (SFI) invites you to join us 
in discovering the remarkable Klamath-Siskiyou region. To 
learn about our courses or to register for a class, visit our 
website www.thesfi .org or call us at 541-597-8530.

Amy Schell-Lapora

Contributors to the Chat
Elsie Eltzroth, John Gaylord, Joel Geier, Raylene Gordin, 
Susan Haig, Warren Halsey, Katie Higinbotham, Chris 
Mathews, Dave Mellinger, Amy Schell-Lapora, Mary 
VanBrocklin, Paula Vanderheul, Don Wenzel, Wendell 
Wood, 

Common Yellowthroats will return in March
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Audubon Society of Corvallis
www.audubon.corvallis.or.us

President: Chris Mathews, mathewsc2@comcast.net, 754-1172
Vice President/Program Chair: Susan Haig, 

haig_susan@yahoo.com, 753-5068
Secretary: Marcia Cutler, marciafcutler@comcast.net, 752-4313
Treasurer: Judy Hays, haysj@comcast.net, 745-5692

Board Members-at-large
John Gaylord, GaylordJohng@aol.com, 745-5088
Linda Campbell, lcampbell@peak.org, 929-9420
Hesthavn Programs: Elise, Elliott-Smith, 

eelliottsmith@yahoo.com, 754-3906
Education: Leah Gorman, leah_gorman@mail.com, 929-6314
Education: Will Wright, Will_Wright@Monroe.k12.or.us, 753-

4395
Refreshments: Claudia Regier, 753-0879

Committees and Coordinators
Birdathon Chair: Mary Van Brocklin, 

mary_vanbrocklin@yahoo.com, 745-7170
Bluebird Trail: Elsie Eltzroth, eltzroth@peak.org, 745-7806
Conservation Chair: Dave Mellinger, 

DavidKMellinger@yahoo.com, 757-7953
Education Chair: Kate Mathews, kate.mathews@comcast.net, 

754-1172
Field Notes Compiler: Joel Geier, joel.geier@peak.org, 745-

5020 
Field Trip Coordinator: Paula Vanderheul, vanderp@peak.org, 

752-0470
Hesthavn Sanctuary Chair: Ray Drapek, drapek@fsl.orst.edu, 

754-7364
Historian: Marcia Cutler, marciafcutler@comcast.net, 752-4313
Membership Chair: Amy Schoener, cloudrun@peak.org, 

929-4041
Public Relations: Don Boucher, bouchdon@peak.org, 753-7689
Sales: Bob Smythe, smythe@stat.orst.edu, 757-6357
Chat Editors: Joan/Neil Newhouse/Lidstrom, 

chateditors@gmail.com, 754-3120
Fund-raising and Board At-large Alternate: Karan Fairchild, 

alderspr@peak.org, 929-4049

Renew your membership before the date on the 
mailing label to avoid missing issues of the Chat.

Calendar
Mar 8 Board Meeting 7 pm at Marcia Cutler’s
Mar 10 Saturday morning local birding
Mar 15 General Meeting 7:30 pm
Mar 23-25 Bandon coast weekend fi eld trip
Mar 26 Deadline for April Fieldnotes
Mar 29 Deadline for April Chat
Mar 30 Raptor event at SFI
April 14 Saturday morning local birding
April 22 Deer Creek Center Open House, SFI
April 28-29 Birdathon 

They're Back!
Tree Swallows like this one have arrived 
in late February. Violet-green Swallows 
arrive in early March
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