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General Meeting
Thursday, April 19, 7:30 – 9:00 pm
First Presbyterian Church

Factors Regulating Population Size and 
Colony Distribution of Adelie 
Penguins in the Ross Sea
A presentation by Dr. Katie Dugger, 
Dept of Fisheries and Wildlife, OSU
This month’s speaker is Dr. Katie Dug-
ger from the Department of Fisheries 
and Wildlife at OSU. Katie is an avian 
population ecologist whose research 
interests range from songbirds in 
Puerto Rico to Spotted Owls. 

Directions
The chapter meeting is in the 
meeting hall of the First Presbyte-
rian Church (upstairs), 114 SW Eighth Street. The 
meeting is preceded by a social period with refreshments, 
which begins at 7 pm.

Hesthavn Open House
April 22, 10 am – 3 pm
Help celebrate Corvallis’ 150th birthday at our annual 
Open House at the Hesthavn Nature Center! Come see the 
spectacular improvements to our nature center, participate 
in nature-related demonstrations and games, hear well-
known local fi ddler Rebecca Lomincky, watch a locally 
produced fi lm about wildlife in the Corvallis area, and 
snack on free refreshments! See you from 10 am to 3 pm 
on Sunday April 22!

Hesthavn Nature Sanctuary is located at 8590 NW 
Oak Creek Road, 2.5 miles west of Corvallis. It is a quarter 
mile before the OSU’s Oak Creek Lab and the MacDonald 
Forest Trailhead.

Karan Fairchild

Endangered Species Act 
Under Attack (Again)
The Interior Department’s law offi ce has just issued a new 
legal opinion that could do more to gut the Endangered 
Species Act than anything we’ve seen in decades. The 
opinion says that the ESA can be used to protect threatened 
and endangered species only in areas where they are strug-
gling to survive, while denying protection for areas where 
populations have died out - often prime places for recovery 
- and other areas where the species is not yet endangered. 
The new interpretation defi nes a species’s habitat as the 
area where it is currently found, not areas where it occurred 
historically or areas where data are lacking but where it is 
expected to do well.

Following a tactic that has been used widely since Pres-
ident Bush came into offi ce, this new legal interpretation 
was done in a way that allows neither public comment nor 
review by Congress. Environmental protection is widely 
popular with the public. When issues like forest protection 
are subject to public commentary, the comments are over-
whelmingly in favor of higher levels of protection.

Some environmental organizations, including the 
Center for Biological Diversity, have said that they will 
fi le a lawsuit over this new legal interpretation. There is 
no current opening for public comment on this issue, but 
if anything comes up, we’ll cover it in the Chat. 

In the category of good news, President Bush is in 
offi ce for only about 650 more days.

Dave Mellinger
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Spring Migratory Bird Count 
Made Easier
Changes are in the air for the Migratory Bird Count. The 
Oregon count has been taken over by the East Cascades 
Bird Conservancy. They have modifi ed the format in hopes 
of getting more participants. You will no longer be asked to 
count the number of birds you see, just list each species of 
bird seen. So, let’s see how many bird species can be seen 
in Benton County on one date: Saturday, May 12, 2007! 
Otherwise, the format remains much as before. This is a 
relatively unorganized bird count. You can do it in your 
backyard, during a walk around your neighborhood or 
favorite local park, or spend a more intensive time count-
ing species at county hotspots. There is no sign-up neces-
sary and you can bird alone, with friends, family, and/or 
your pet dog. Just report your results to me by e-mail: 
marciafcutler@comcast.net or mail it to me (my address is 
on the back of the Chat). In addition to a list of bird species 
seen at each location, I need to know the total amount of 
time spent and mileage (by car and/or other locomotion). 
I’d appreciate being informed ahead of time if you plan to 
do the count, but last minute participation is fi ne too!

For future counts, I’m thinking of dividing Benton 
County into four areas (NW, NE, SW and SE) and seeing 
which area can get the most number of bird species. This 
might encourage people to bird some wonderful, yet under-
birded areas in Benton County such as Beazell Memorial 
Forest and Ft. Hoskins in Kings Valley and the parks along 
the Alsea River. Please let me know what you think.

Marcia F. Cutler, Benton Co. Coordinator, NAMC

Invitation from Camera Club
Valley Viewfi nders Camera Club invites ASC
Recently one of our members, Ellen Hamill, attended a 
meeting of your Audubon Society. Ellen was very im-
pressed with your organization and the photography she 
saw. The photographers in your club may enjoy interacting 
with the photographers in our club! Ellen and I would like 
to extend an invitation to your members to come to one of 
our club meetings.

We meet on the second and fourth Thursdays of the 
month, 7:00 pm to 9:00 pm, at the Albany Public Library, 
1390 Waverly Drive SE, Albany, Oregon. A driving map 
can be found in the Meeting Information section of the club 
website at http://valleyviewfi nders.org/about.htm.

You can learn more about the club, peruse upcom-
ing events, and see a photo gallery on the club website at 
http://valleyviewfi nders.org. I hope to see you soon! 

Steve Young, President
Valley Viewfi nders Camera Club

Atop the Nestbox
Bluebirds back at nest boxes
Our Western Bluebirds are now back at nest box sites where 
they had successfully fl edged young last year or where 
they were fed during the winter. ASC thanks the follow-
ing Friends of Bluebirds who provided boxes or materi-
als for them, and those who donated time in some other 
way: Wayne Burck, Don Heller, Jerry Paul, Art Israelson, 
Bill Snyder, Sandy Whitney, Mary’s River Lumber Co. 
Corvallis, and NW Redwood Products, Eugene.

Elsie Eltzroth

ASC Member Will Be Missed
Fran Gates: 1922 – 2007
Fran Gates, a long time active member of Audubon Society 
of Corvallis died on March 15, 2007 at the Albany Men-
nonite Home. She was born on January 16, 1922. Fran 
attended Wilson College in Chambersburg, Pennsylvania, 
where she was an accomplished violinist, and choir mem-
ber. She loved classical music and was a board member 
of the OSU Symphony when it was fi rst formed. She was 
also an avid reader.

Fran was an ASC Board Member-at-large between 
1984 and 1993; from 1988 to October 2006 Fran was 
Chat Distribution Chair. She volunteered on the Western 
Bluebird Trail editing Nest-Box record cards that were 
submitted to Cornell Laboratory of Ornithology. Fran 
submitted interesting articles to the Chat about birding and 
nature stories during her summers which she spent with 
her sister in their home in the Berkshires of Massachusetts. 
She enjoyed camping and canoeing. In the November 1999 
Chat, Fran wrote that a bear walked through the yard in 
September, and several days later a bear with three cubs 
walked across a nearby road. Fran said they were certainly 
interesting to see but restrained one’s desire to walk in the 
woods!

Fran was environmentally green all her life. She 
recycled before the word became a household practice. 
Besides sewing for her two daughters and herself, she 
added the skill of weaving. She enjoyed her garden with 
fl owers, fruits, and vegetables and used the produce in her 
kitchen. She was a gracious hostess. She liked to design 
landscaping and house structure plans, especially kitchens 
for cooking activities.

Fran and her friends called themselves The Friday 
Ladies Afternoon Birders for years until they renamed it 
The Friday Afternoon Tea Sippers Backyard Birders.

Paula Vanderheul
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Field Trip Schedule
Monthly Year-Round 2nd Saturday Trips
April 14 Saturday morning local birding 7:30 am
May 12 Saturday morning local birding 7:30 am
June 9 Saturday morning local birding 7:30 am
July 14 Saturday morning local birding 7:30 am

Our Saturday morning local fi eld trip meets the second 
Saturday of every month at the Avery Park Rose Garden 
parking area at 7:30 am. This fi eld trip is especially inter-
esting for beginner birders, and birders new to Oregon’s 
mid-valley area. We spend a lot of time identifying local 
birds by sight and song. We visit the valley national wildlife 
refuges—Finley, Baskett Slough, and Ankeny, as well as 
other birding areas throughout the year. Paula Vanderheul 
is fi eld trip leader, vanderp@peak.org 541-752-0470.

Spring 2007 Weekend Field Trips
April 27-29  Klamath Basin 
May 11-13  Rogue Valley
May 17-20  Malheur NWR

Fred Ramsey leads all the spring weekend trips. Fred 
has been leading these fi eld trips for ASC over 30 years. 
He is an amazing fi eld trip guide sharing his knowledge 
of fi nding birds in their habitat, pointing out wild fl owers, 
butterfl ies, mammals, and reptiles. The fi eld trips fi ll up 
early in the fall. Sign-up sheets are available at the general 
meeting or email Paula Vanderheul with your requests at 
vanderp@peak.org

The Rogue Valley and Malheur trips require deposits 
by February 28, 2007. The Rogue Valley deposit is $40. 
The Malheur deposit is $50. Each deposit should be made 
payable to Fred Ramsey at 3550 NW Glen Ridge Pl. 
Corvallis OR 97330.

Bicycle Birding
May 27 EE Wilson Wildlife Area (see below)
June 24 Start at Avery Park Rose Garden
July 22 Start at Avery Park Rose Garden
Aug 26 Start at Avery Park Rose Garden
Sept 23 Start at Avery Park Rose Garden
Free, Sundays 9am – noon.

Meet at the Avery Park Rose Garden (except May 
27). Easy and fl at ride of 3-10 miles. We’ll poke along and 
fi nd birds in every nook and cranny along bike routes in 
Corvallis. Bring water, binoculars and rain gear. Led by 
Don Boucher, 541-753-7689, bouchdon@peak.org.

May 27, Sunday 9am-Noon. EE Wilson Wildlife 
Area. Meet at the Pheasant cage parking lot on the north 
side of Camp Adair Drive. This is the best site in Western 
Oregon to see and hear Yellow-breasted Chats. Many 
other bird species are possible along with colorful snakes, 
wildfl owers and mammals. An easy, fl at ride of 10 miles 
or less. 

Paula Vanderheul

Connect With Nature Locally
Movie on Corvallis-area birds 
A movie about Corvallis-area birds will be presented by the 
Neighborhood Naturalist program at the Hesthavn Open 
House on April 22 (see the front page for more details 
about the open house). The ≈40-minute movie focuses on 
Willamette Valley bird species. It explores Nature on a lo-
cal scale and reveals how a residential neighborhood and 
the nearby countryside can be more exciting and complex 
than most people realize. See how birds are an easy and 
accessible way to get started as a naturalist. Discover ways 
to learn about birds and nature in an easy way. We showed 
a preview of some of the video footage of birds and nature 
sounds at a recent Northwest Earth Institute gathering and 
the crowd was delighted.

Don Boucher

Naturalist Adventures
Pigeon Butte at Finley National Wildlife Refuge
Sunday, April 15, 9:00 am – noon
Meet at Avery Park Rose Garden in Corvallis.
The trail to Pigeon Butte can be mucky, so bring boots 
suitable for mud and maybe a walking stick. It’s worth it! 
Birds, lizards and other wildlife abound here. We’ll also 
see some treasured and uncommon native wildfl owers. 
We’ll see three species of native violets, an uncommon 
species of waterleaf, Henderson’s Shooting-Star, our very 
own native “dandelion”‚ and more. Led by Don Boucher, 
541-753-7689, bouchdon@peak.org.

Oak Savanna Wildfl owers—Herbert Open Space
Sunday, May 20, 9:00 am – noon
Meet at Avery Park Rose Garden in Corvallis.
Herbert Open space is located south of Corvallis. The area 
has some oak savanna and native prairie remnants. We’ll 
look for native wildfl owers, including some rare species 
such as Barestem Lomatium, Kincaid’s Lupine and Peacock 
Larkspur. We’ll also see Mule’s Ears (Wyethia), Red Col-
umbine, Tolmie’s Cat’s-Ears and others. Forest birds and 
open country birds fi nd homes here, and we’ll try to spot 
some elusive Western Pond Turtles. Led by Don Boucher, 
541-753-7689, bouchdon@peak.org.

Scrub Jays Plan Ahead 
Everyone who observes scrub jays (that’s nearly all Chat 
readers, right?) knows that they are not only aggressive, 
but smart. How smart was revealed recently by four psy-
chologists at Cambridge University, writing in the February 
22, 2007, issue of the journal Nature. It has long been an 
article of faith in behavioral science that no non-human 
animal is capable of anticipating future needs. Animals are 

see "Scrub Jays" on page 61
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Field Notes: 
February 20 thru March 19, 2007 

The period started off cold and foggy, with even a bit of snow 28 
Feb, but from then on we had more typical, mixed spring weather with 
some warm days in mid-March and scattered showers later in the month. 
Yellow stream violets bloomed at Marys River Natural Park by 4 Mar, 
and by 18 Mar western and sessile trillium, yellow wood violets, fawn 
lilies and spring beauty were blooming at Avery Park (Don Boucher, Lisa 
Millbank). Big-leaf maples started to blossom by 25 Mar; these will be 
good to watch for fl ocks of migrant warblers in the coming month.

Abbreviations & Locations: NP = Natural Park; NWR = National 
Wildlife Refuge; SNA = State Natural Area; STP = sewage treatment 
ponds; m. obs. = multiple observers; p. obs. = personal observation. 
Coffi n Butte and E.E. Wilson (Wildlife Area) are north of Corvallis 
along Hwy 99W. Jackson-Frazier (Wetland) is near Cheldelin Middle 
School in n. Corvallis. Knoll Terrace is a mobile home park in the 
Lewisburg area n. of Corvallis. Luckiamute SNA is at the confl uence of 
the Luckiamute and Willamette Rivers in se. Polk and ne. Benton Co. 
McFadden Marsh is at Finley (NWR) s. of Corvallis. Peterson Butte 
is w. of Lebanon.  Stewart Lake is on the Hewlett-Packard campus in 
Corvallis. Willamette Park is in s. Corvallis.

Reports:
Three Ross’s Geese were at Finley 23 Mar (fi de Bruce Dugger). 

A Brant was there 22 Mar (Molly Monroe; Paula Vanderheul, Rich & 
Nanette Armstrong). Two Trumpeter Swans remained near Suver in s. 
Polk Co. thru10 Mar, along with 29 Tundra Swans and a loosely-kept 
captive Whooper Swan which continues to associate with wild swan 
fl ocks (Cheryl Haskell; p. obs.).

Pairs of Wood Ducks visited Linda Parker’s pond near Alsea 10 & 
17 Mar. Eurasian Wigeons were noted with American Wigeon fl ocks 
at Stewart Lake 5 Mar (Andrea Foster), at Finley 8 Mar  (P Vanderheul, 
R & N Armstrong), and at Grand Prairie Park and the fairgrounds in 
Albany 21 Mar (R & N Armstrong). A Cinnamon Teal at Finley 3 Mar 
(Don Boucher, Lisa Millbank) may have been the fi rst spring migrant 
noted, although a few wintered north of Corvallis.

Northern Shoveler fl ocks included 100 at Tangent STP 21 Mar 
and 50 at Knoll Terrace STP 22 Mar (R & N Armstrong). Northern 
Pintails were noted at E.E. Wilson 10 Mar (P Vanderheul, ASC fi eld 
trip) and at Simpson Park 14 Mar (Jeff Fleischer). 50 Green-winged 
Teal were at Philomath STP 23 Mar (R Armstrong).

A Redhead was still at Philomath STP 25 Feb & 3 Mar (Joe 
Fontaine; R Armstrong). Two Greater Scaup were at Philomath STP 
25 Feb (J Fontaine). 40 Lesser Scaup were there 23 Mar, and 50 were 
at Knoll Terrace STP 22 Mar (R & N Armstrong). Flocks of 50 or more 
Buffl eheads were at Tangent STP 21 Mar and Knoll Terrace STP 22 
Mar (R & N Armstrong).

Hooded Mergansers visited Linda Parker’s pond near Alsea 3 & 
9 Mar. Some were also at E.E. Wilson WA 10 Mar (P Vanderheul, ASC 
fi eld trip) and at Finley & Gray Creek Swamp 17 Mar (Julie Gibson). 
Pairs of Common Mergansers were seen at Willamette Park 8 Mar 
(Diana Brin) and near Alsea 9 Mar (L Parker). 20 Ruddy Ducks were 
at Philomath STP 23 Mar (R Armstrong).

Joe Fontaine heard a Sooty Grouse booming on Dimple Hill 18 
Mar. Ten Mountain Quails were still on Coffi n Butte 21 Feb (p. obs.). 
Northern Bobwhites were reported near Avery Park in mid-March 
(fi de D Boucher). Bobwhites were introduced to the Willamette Valley 
early in the 20th century, but then died out. Sightings since 1975 are 
most likely to be pen-raised birds that got loose.

The Great Blue Heron nesting colony across the river from 
Willamette Park was active with 14 nests occupied by 8 Mar (D Brin), 
and 19 herons present around nests by 11 Mar as a Red-tailed Hawk
perched in their midst (M Monroe, Jarod Jebousek). Eight Great Egrets
were at Luckiamute SNA 10 Mar (p. obs.).

Turkey Vultures showed up in earnest in early March, with singles 

near Colorado Lake Dr. 2 Mar (Linda Campbell) and at Finley 3 Mar 
(R Armstrong), two s. of Monroe 3 Mar (Steve Seibel), four soaring 
north near E.E. Wilson 5 Mar (Nikolai Geier, p. obs.), and seven over 
Stewart Slough 11 Mar (Ron Enck). Ospreys showed up in downtown 
Corvallis right on schedule, with one fl ying over the courthouse 22 Mar 
and a pair on the nest by the Hwy 34 bridge 27 Mar (S Seibel).

A White-tailed Kite was at the Lincoln Prairie overlook at Finley 
21 Feb thru 4 Mar (Marcia Cutler, P Vanderheul; Andy Purviance). A 
pair continued at Marys River NP 4 Mar (D Boucher, L Millbank) and 
one was still along Brooklane 20 Mar (Tom Ahlstrom). A pair hunted 
fi elds near Alsea 10 Mar (L Parker). A pair of Northern Harriers were 
at Jackson-Frazier Wetland 16 Mar (R Armstrong).

A Bald Eagle was on a nest near the Lincoln Prairie overlook at 
Finley 21 & 28 Feb (M Cutler; S Seibel). Concentrations included 12 
along Sand Ridge Rd. w. of Lebanon 24 Feb and 8 near Tangent 25 Feb 
(S Seibel). An adult perched at Mary Eichler’s place ne. of Corvallis 7 
Mar (fi de Elsie Eltzroth). An adult and two immature Bald Eagles shared 
a tree one mile s. of Philomath 13 Mar (Sandy Thixton).

A Sharp-shinned Hawk was harassed by Sharp-shinned Hawk was harassed by Sharp-shinned Hawk gray squirrels and 
American Crows 10 Mar as it perched in an oak in Linda Gelbrich’s 
NW Corvallis yard. Chris Miller also saw one pestered by crows in NW 
Corvallis 12 Mar. An accipiter was seen 21 Mar in the Timberhill neigh-
borhood, near where Cooper’s Hawks nested last year (A Foster).

On 21 Feb a Red-tailed Hawk refurbished a nest at Finley, and aRed-tailed Hawk refurbished a nest at Finley, and aRed-tailed Hawk
dark-morph Red-tailed Hawk and twodark-morph Red-tailed Hawk and twodark-morph Red-tailed Hawk  Rough-legged Hawks were 
also in the area (M Cutler, P Vanderheul). A dark-morph Rough-legged 
Hawk continued along McFarland Rd. thru 25 Feb (J Fontaine); a light Hawk continued along McFarland Rd. thru 25 Feb (J Fontaine); a light Hawk
morph was still near Finley 4 Mar (A Purviance). A juvenile Golden 
Eagle fl ew over Peterson Butte 23 Feb (S Seibel).

A female Merlin visited a brush pile in North Albany 28 Feb, drying 
her wings from the rain and snowfall (Naomi Weidner, Bruce Miller). A 
pair of American Kestrels copulated at Finley 16 Mar  (A Purviance). 
The wintering Gyrfalcon was seen once more along Greenberry Rd. 8 
Mar (Will Wright). A Peregrine Falcon fl ew over McFadden Marsh 3 
Mar (D Boucher, L Millbank).

Don Hall heard a Virginia Rail at Jackson-Frazier Wetland 15 Mar. 
Don Boucher was surprised to fl ush a Wilson’s Snipe from between the 
compost piles at Dunawi Creek Community Gardens 26 Mar. A fi rst-
winter Thayer’s Gull was at Grand Prairie Park 21 Mar, along with 40 
gulls which were mostly Glaucous-winged Gulls, and the rest possibly 
hybrids (R & N Armstrong).

Two Band-tailed Pigeons and 40 Mourning Doves were at Jack-
son-Frazier Wetland 22 Feb (R Armstrong). A Band-tailed Pigeon at 
Karin Donoyan’s feeder w. of Alsea 9 Mar was joined by nine more 11 
Mar. The possible Eurasian Collared-Dove reported from Jackson-
Frazier Wetland last month was not seen this month, but on 23 Feb Don 
Hall heard the distinctive calls of one in the same area.

A Great Horned Owl was on a nest near Finley 21 Feb (M Cutler, 
P Vanderheul). A Northern Pygmy-Owl tooted atop Marys Peak 25 
Mar (J Gibson). A Short-eared Owl fl ew across Hwy 99W near Finley 
4 Mar (Aaron & Sara Liston).

Rufous Hummingbirds seem to be our most eagerly anticipated 
migrants of spring. The fi rst male of the season visited a feeder in NW 
Corvallis 1 Mar (R & N Armstrong). Another male showed up along 
Oak Creek 3 Mar, followed by a female 6 Mar (Bill & Lena Proebst-
ing). Two males and a female or immature male were along the Alsea 
River w. of Alsea 4 Mar (K Donoyan). Many more were reported in 
the following week. An Anna’s Hummingbird near Alsea 12 Mar (L 
Parker) was unusual for the Coast Range. A male displayed near three 
females in NW Corvallis 8-9 Mar (Carol Bosworth). 

A territorial Red-breasted Sapsucker at Coffi n Butte 21 Feb 
perched  near last year’s nesting snag, which was toppled by a winter storm 
(p. obs.). Northern Flickers were paired near Lewisburg 7 Mar (Judith 
& Jerry Paul). A Pileated Woodpecker in Pat Smythe’s SW Corvallis 
neighborhood 8 Mar caused a stir by drumming on a neighbor’s siding.

Two Black Phoebes were near the water treatment plant at  
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Willamette Park 11 Mar (M Monroe, J Jebousek), where a pair was seen 
in September. A migrant Say’s Phoebe visited Raindance Ranch near 
Alpine 12 Mar  (Laurie & Warren Halsey). A well-described Cassin’s 
Vireo visited a suet feeder on the OSU Campus 23 Feb (B Dugger). This 
may have been a wintering bird, as spring migrants aren’t expected until 
mid-April. Hutton’s Vireos were heard singing thru the period.

Violet-green Swallow fl ocks showed up in Corvallis 12 Mar 
(D Boucher; Ron Enck). Arrivals in the Coast Range were noted near 
Alsea 14 Mar (L Parker). A pair scouted a nestbox in Tangent 16 Mar 
(Cheryl Whelchel).

A very pale chickadee at Viviane Simon-Brown’s place in NW 
Corvallis 3 Mar was apparently a leucistic Black-capped Chickadee. 
Marsh Wrens sang at Marys River NP by 4 Mar (D Boucher, L Millbank) 
and at Jackson-Frazier Wetland 16-25 Mar (R Armstrong; J Gibson). 
A Ruby-crowned Kinglet sang in downtown Corvallis downtown 8 
Mar (D Boucher).

Western Bluebirds perched on one of the new bluebird boxes at 
Dunawi Creek Community Gardens 26 Mar. A Hermit Thrush was at 
Marys River Natural Area 14 Mar (W Wright).  Varied Thrushes were 
seen again in the wet weather in late February and early March, after 
seemingly disappearing in the preceding weeks (m. obs.).

Wayne & Lois Stoddard report that an Orange-crowned Warbler
wintered at their place near the Springhill Golf Course in North Albany, 
with sightings on 14 & 18 Jan. Spring migrants began to arrive 14 Mar 
when one sang near Marys River Natural Area (W Wright). The Nash-
ville Warbler that wintered in downtown Corvallis was seen 21 Feb & 
12 Mar (D Boucher). Another which must have wintered visited Paula 
Vanderheul’s butterfl y bush in NW Corvallis 9 Mar.

A Yellow-rumped Warbler sang in downtown Corvallis 21 Feb 
(D Boucher). Among those that wintered in Corvallis, a few could be 
seen coming into breeding plumage by the end of the period (m. obs.). 
Townsend’s Warblers also continued to patronize suet feeders, includ-
ing one near Lewisburg 7 Mar (J & J Paul), and several pairs in NW 
Corvallis 8 & 10 Mar (C Bosworth; L Gelbrich). One sang in downtown 
Corvallis 20 Mar (D Boucher). The fi rst Common Yellowthroat of the 
season was at Marys River Natural Area 18 Mar (W Wright).

A migrant Chipping Sparrow was sw of Philomath 22 Mar (Karan 
& Jim Fairchild). Probable migrant Savannah Sparrows included  30 
which looked different from the usual wintering types at Luckiamute 
SNA 10 Mar (p. obs.), and 10 at Tangent STP 21 Mar (R Armstrong). 

A strikingly albinistic Sooty Fox Sparrow at E.E. Wilson WA 
22 Feb was mostly white but had dark brown spots,  reminding me 
of a Dalmatian. A few Lincoln’s Sparrows continued thru 23 Mar at 
Jackson-Frazier Wetland (R Armstrong) and thru 24 Mar at Marys River 
NP (D Boucher, L Millbank).

White-throated Sparrows this month included three at Jackson-
Frazier Wetland 23 Mar (R Armstrong) and one singing in SW Corvallis 
22 & 27 Mar (D Boucher, L Millbank). A White-crowned Sparrow
sang in SW Corvallis 8 Mar (D Boucher, L Millbank). Slate-colored 
Juncos turned up in NW Corvallis yards 6 Mar (S Liston) and 8 Mar 
(P Vanderheul).

On 15 Mar Linda Parker heard a Western Meadowlark sing at the Western Meadowlark sing at the Western Meadowlark
Corvallis Airport, then saw and heard one sing from an oak at her place 
near Alsea 17 Mar. A Brown-headed Cowbird was at Jackson-Frazier 
Wetland 16 Mar (R Armstrong).

Purple Finches sang at Marys River NP 4 Mar (D Boucher, L 
Millbank). 20 Red Crossbills fl ew north over the Dunawi Creek Com-
munity Gardens 25 Mar (D Boucher, L Millbank). A Common Redpoll
visited a s. Corvallis feeder again 10-11 Mar (M Monroe, J Jebousek). 
Pine Siskins included a fl ock in the Timberhill neighborhood 20 Feb thru 
21 Mar (A Foster), one near Lewisburg 7 Mar (J & J Paul), a few visiting 
feeders in NW Corvallis & SW Corvallis in early March (P Vanderheul; P 
Smythe), and three in NW Corvallis 24 Mar (R & N Armstrong).

 Among Lesser Goldfi nches visiting a thistle feeder in Corvallis 26 
Mar, Don Hall noted that one male was in very bright spring plumage. 
Evening Grosbeaks made their annual appearance around the OSU 

Campus and SW Corvallis by 14 Mar (Michael Dossett; L Millbank). 
A Bobcat was in McDonald State Forest near Crescent Valley 25 

Mar (Dave Mellinger). Bats (probably Little Brown Myotis) made their 
fi rst appearance of spring w. of Alsea 3 Mar (K Donoyan).

A very large turtle (perhaps an introduced Slider) with yellow spots 
on the chest and over 16 inches in diameter was basking at Stewart Lake 
5 Mar (A Foster). On 25 Mar Martha Geier found Pacifi c Chorus-Frog
tadpoles in a vernal pond at Coffi n Butte; we also heard and saw several 
Western Fence-Lizards dashing through the rocks.

Next issue
Enjoy spring migration! Please send me your latest sightings by 23 Apr.

Joel Geier, Joel Geier, Joel Geier 38566 Hwy 99W, Corvallis 97330
(541) 745-5020, (541) 745-5020, (541) 745-5020 joel.geier@peak.org

thought to behave either according to instinct or to current 
motivational needs. 

It’s well known that western scrub jays cache food, 
and the Cambridge researchers designed experiments 
to test whether this behavior refl ects an anticipation of 
future needs. Birds were housed in three interconnected 
enclosures: A, B, and C. Food was available during the 
day. During a training regimen food was provided in the 
evening in compartment B, but in a non-cacheable form 
(pulverized pine nuts). The next morning each bird was 
placed for 90 minutes in compartment A or compartment 
C, with no access to the other compartments. A had food; 
C did not. After three mornings in A and three in C, the 
experiment was conducted. During the evening, access to 
the three compartments was unlimited and whole pine nuts 
(cacheable) were in compartment B. Now if the animal 
could plan ahead, based on the recollection that he/she 
had experienced three hungry mornings in C, more pine 
nuts would be cached in C than in A. That prediction was 
realized, with an average of 16.3 pine nuts cached in C, 
and only 5.4 in A (eight birds tested). 

The experiment was made more sophisticated by giv-
ing different foods. After a delightful evening with pow-
dered pine nuts in B, the birds were confi ned at breakfast 
time either in A, which had peanuts, or C, which had dog 
kibble. Now, will the birds be conditioned to associate dog 
kibble with C and peanuts with A, and cache accordingly, 
or will they plan ahead based upon an expectation that they 
prefer a choice at mealtime? When given an opportunity to 
cache both foods, the birds showed a marked propensity 
for caching kibble in A and peanuts in C. In other words, 
they recalled that peanuts were apt to be present in A and 
kibble in C, and they planned accordingly, to maximize their 
breakfast choices. To quote the Cambridge psychologists, 
“These results, therefore, challenge the assumption that 
the ability to anticipate and take action for future needs 
evolved only in the hominid lineage”.

Stay tuned, while scientists continue to ask how much 
“human-only” thinking these clever birds are capable of. 

Chris Mathews

Scrub Jays
continued from page 59
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Homer Campbell Award
2007 Award goes to Wally and Mary Eichler

Wally and Mary Eichler
In 2004 the Audubon Society of Corvallis initiated 

the Homer Campbell Award in memory of a beloved ASC 
leader and conservationist. This annual award honors a 
person in our region for outstanding contributions to envi-
ronmental protection and for stimulating increased public 
awareness of conservation issues. For the 2007 award, the 
third to be conferred, Corvallis Audubon has selected Wally 
and Mary Eichler, in recognition of their many contributions 
to environmental stewardship. The award will be presented 
on May 17, at the monthly ASC chapter meeting, beginning 
at 7:30 PM in the First Presbyterian Church, at Eighth and 
Monroe. The public is invited to attend.

Both Wally and Mary were licensed rehabilitators for 
many years, and Mary served for some time as the Corvallis 
animal control offi cer. Later she was elected to the Benton 
County Soil and Water Conservation District, where she 
played key roles in fl ood plain management and develop-
ment of the Jackson-Frazier Wetland. 

The Eichlers live on a small farm near Sequoia Creek 
in northeast Corvallis. Their management of this property 
has set an example that inspires all who know them. They 
have planted numerous native plants and shrubs, fenced the 
slough to keep cattle away, and planted trees and erected 
nesting boxes to attract barn owls, ospreys, and numer-
ous song birds. The resultant diversity of bird life on this 
property testifi es to the impact that individuals can make in 
managing their own property, and it has made the Eichler 
farm a regular stop for the ASC Christmas Bird Count.

For many years the Eichlers ran a company in Linn 
County that created alternative uses for straw residue from 
grass seed production, designed to minimize fi eld burning. 
In the words of one nominator, “Of all their diverse activi-
ties I think this enterprise has really made an impact on 
the air quality here where we all live and enjoy the good 
life.”

Please join us on May 17, as we gather to recognize 
the contributions of this remarkable couple.

Chris Mathews

Birdathon
You Already Have One Pledge! 
Remember the Birdathon is coming up on April 28 and 
29 (or another spring weekend if you can’t do this one). 
This is your chance to get out in the woods and reawaken 
your senses to the poetry of spring, while doing a good 
deed for Audubon and local wildlife. Plus, once again this 
year, Elsie Eltzroth has already signed up to be your fi rst 
sponsor, pledging 10 cents per species (thanks Elsie!). 
Throw in a couple of pledges from a friend, your kids’ 
grandparents, and/or a kindly aunt, and that’s real money 
towards improving and enhancing our local natural area 
and education center. 100% of the money you raise goes 
directly to Hesthavn. 

Remember, you can bird ANYWHERE that weekend 
– including but not limited to the Burrowing Owl habitats 
of California (that means you, D.W.!), or the trees and 
shrubs surrounding your back porch. Last year I challenged 
anyone to spot an Ivory-bill for their Birdathon list, but I 
didn’t get any takers. Don, can you bike to Arkansas and 
back in a weekend? (Go Bicycle Birders!)

To register for the ‘thon, just go to ASC’s website to the 
Birdathon page, or contact me at mary_vanbrocklin@yahoo.
com or 745-7170.

Mary Vanbrocklin

John Scharff Bird Festival
April 13-15
The John Scharff Migratory Bird Festival takes place in 
Burns on April 13-15. There will be tours, workshops, 
fi lms, speakers, and art shows. Registration is required. 
The website is www.migratorybirdfestival.com. 

Judith Hays

Willamette Valley 
Woodpeckers
Common Woodpecker Species of the 
Willamette Valley
All of our woodpeckers are native and year-round residents. 
Some birds may come and go from one spot to another, so 
you may experience a seasonal pattern on your property.

Northern Flicker: They are common and ubiquitous 
in forests, farm land, residential and urban areas. They 
spend more time foraging on the ground than other wood-
peckers. You will most likely encounter this woodpecker 
and most woodpecker complaints are due to fl ickers.

Downy Woodpecker: This tiny woodpecker is com-
mon in any habitat, urban or forest, which has trees. They 
forage on branches in the crowns of trees as well as shrubs 
close to the ground. They may also visit some bird feeders, 
especially suet.

Hairy Woodpecker: They are less common, preferring 
undisturbed forest patches.
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Red-breasted Sapsucker: They are common to un-
common in or near forested areas. They have unique habit 
of removing small bits of bark from trees and drinking 
the sap. This may do little harm but orchard owners may 
experience unwanted damage from sapsucker activity.

Acorn Woodpecker: They live in colonies only among 
oak stands. They select old tree limbs or other, dead soft 
wood for storing acorns. They’ll store hundreds of acorns. 
Each acorn has its own hole just deep enough to fi rmly 
hold the nut.

Pileated Woodpecker: This large woodpecker is 
uncommon but those lucky enough to have one around 
may see them regularly. They are strictly forest dwellers 
but some appear in urban parks with plenty of trees. They 
have the potential to do the most damage because they can 
remove large amounts of wood.

Woodpecker Problems
Of all birds, woodpeckers have the hardware and skill 
to do the most damage to buildings. As with any kind of 
wildlife, it is easier to accommodate them than to fi ght or 
control them. With the following tips, hopefully you will 
have a wildlife spectacle to behold instead of a woodpecker 
problem.

I should fi rst mention that preventing access is a com-
mon solution for the most damaging activity. Netting is 
easy to install and safe for the bird. You can obtain netting 
at a farm supply or hardware store, make sure you ask for 
3/4-inch netting or something close. Leave a three-inch 
gap between the net and the object of the woodpecker’s 
attention and secure it at all corners so the bird can’t get 
underneath. Alternatives to netting are hardware cloth or 
plastic sheathing.

Woodpecker Deterrents
Birds can go anywhere they want and it’s diffi cult to stop 
them. Preventing access to a troubled spot is the most com-
mon solution. Mounted owl or hawk decoys are generally 
ineffective because birds learn to ignore these lifeless ob-
jects. Hanging, moving decoys or metallic streamers are a 
better bet, but success is far from guaranteed. Consistent 
repeated loud noises are more effective at scaring wood-
peckers away. You’ll have to consider, however, that this 
control method may be more obnoxious to you and your 
neighbors than the woodpecker itself.

Types of Woodpecker Activity
Before you try to prevent woodpecker activity, you must 
fi rst understand why it’s happening. Your solution will 
vary with the nature of the situation. The most common 
kinds of undesirable woodpecker activity are drumming, 
excavating and foraging. Let’s look at different behaviors 
and other remedies.

Drumming
A woodpecker’s rapid, loud staccato is for display. It will 
do little or no damage because the bird is only making 
noise. For this, they select any object, artifi cial or natural, 
that resonates. If the bird has chosen a spot that makes an 
unbearable noise, the best prevention is to dampen the 
sound and the bird will look for a better object elsewhere. 
You can stuff the hollow spots or cover the object with 
foam or cloth. If dampening is not possible, try preventing 
access with netting. If you solve the drumming problem, 
you can make a “drumming post” to keep the woodpecker 
happy. Take two unfi nished boards and nail one end together 
(like a sandwich) so that the unfastened end resonates 
when tapped. Mount the post vertically on a tree trunk or 
any other spot that’s far enough away so you can sleep at 
5:30 am.

Excavation
Woodpeckers do most excavating in spring and summer 
during nesting season. A woodpecker may start a new hole 
or widen an existing hole. Wait until the cavity is vacant 
of chicks or eggs (late summer or early fall) before mak-
ing repairs. Nest boxes are not likely to be immediately 
effective because woodpeckers often like to make their 
own cavity. They may not recognize your nest box as suit-
able or another bird may compete for the nest box. You 
may put up a nest box anyway because in the long run, a 
woodpecker or other bird (like a screech owl, wood duck 
or kestrel, depending on habitat) may use a nest box the 
following season. If a woodpecker has started excavating 
on your house, and there are no eggs or chicks, then netting 
is the best solution.

Foraging
A woodpecker’s methodical pecking and prying is forag-
ing behavior. Evidence of foraging are small, shallow and 
regularly-spaced holes over a wide area. Woodpeckers 
don’t forage at random; they listen for their prey inside 
wood and winkle them out with their chisel bills and long 
tongues. They like wood infested with grubs, ants, termites 
and other wood-boring critters. If this is the case, the bird 
is the least of your problems and you need an extermina-
tor and possibly a contractor to repair the damage done by 
insects. If you have clean, dry wood in your house, this 
will retard infestation and woodpeckers will not select your 
house for foraging.
Next month, I’ll explain what property owners can do to 
help with woodpecker conservation.

Don Boucher

Contributors to the Chat
Don Boucher, Elsie Eltzroth, Judith Hays, Mary Vanbrock-
lin, Chris Mathews, Paula Vanderheul, Steve Young, Marcia 
F. Cutler, Dave Mellinger, Sue Haig, and Karan Fairchild
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Calendar
Apr 13-15 John Scharff Migratory Bird Festival****
Apr 14 Saturday morning local birding 7:30 am***
Apr 15 Naturalist Adventure at Pigeon Butte***
Apr 19 April General Meeting*
Apr 22 Hesthavn Open House*
Apr 23 Submission deadline for May Field Notes
Apr 26 Submission deadline for May Chat
Apr 27-29 Klamath Basin weekend fi eld trip***
Apr 28-29 Birdathon****
May 11-13 Rogue Valley weekend fi eld trip***
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May 17 May General Meeting & Homer Campbell Award presen-

tation****
May 17-20 Malheur NWR weekend fi eld trip***
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*See page 57
**See page 58
***See page 59
****See page 62

ASC cloth Osprey Bag Migrates to New Zealand
 Stacy (Gaylord) Moore displays her new ASC cloth 
bag while shopping for groceries near Wellington, New 
Zealand.  Stacy was active in ASC for many years and is 
the fi rst kiwi to recieve the ASC cloth shopping bag.  “I 
love the osprey design and large size of the new Audubon 
bag. It is getting a lot of attention here in New Zealand!” 
says Stacy


