
25

Audubon Society of Corvallis
the CHAT

VOL. 42December 2012 #4

In This Issue
President’s Corner 26
Hesthavn News 26
Hesthavn Education News 27
Conservation Corner 27
Jane Werner Memorial 27
Thanks Susan 28
Field Notes 28-30
Christmas Bird Counts 30
Wild Raptors Need Your Help 30
Book Chat 31
Board Meeting Summary 31
Open ACS Board Meetings 31 

General Meeting
Thursday, December 20, 7:00 – 8:30 pm
First Presbyterian Church
8th and Monroe

Calling All ASC Members: 
Show Us Your Photos!
December’s ASC meeting is Member Slide Night. Gather 
your best nature photos, videos, sound recordings, or 
whatever and share them with us the evening of Dec. 20. 
Any fun or interesting photo(s) of birds, other animals, 
plants, nature scenes, etc. are welcome. Plan to bring up 
to around 20 of your favorites, along with any stories to 
tell about them. Please submit digital photos by Tuesday, 
Dec. 18 via email to David.Mellinger@oregonstate.edu. 
If you have physical (film) slides, please bring your own 
projector. If you would like to bring such slides, or high-
resolution photos on a thumb drive, please tell me ahead 
of time how many you have and your general topic (birds, 
scenery, butterflies, etc.), and then show up at 6:30 PM so 
we have plenty of time to test your photos.

See you there!
Doors open at 6:30 pm for refreshments and vis-

iting. The chapter meeting commences at 7:00 pm, 
followed by the guest lecture at 7:30 pm. Questions 
about the series can be directed to Dave Mellinger at 
David.Mellinger@oregonstate.edu or 541-757-7953.

Directions
The monthly chapter meeting is in Dennis Hall of the First 
Presbyterian Church, 114 SW Eighth Street.

Dave Mellinger

Field Trip Schedule
Local Monthly Second Saturday Field Trips
Our Saturday morning local field trip meets the second 
Saturday of every month at the Benton Center parking 
area, behind the Cannery Mall, 777 NW 9th St., Corvallis 
at 7:30 am. This field trip is geared towards beginning 
birders and birders new to Oregon’s mid-valley area. 
We focus on identifying local birds by sight and sound 
while enjoying the outdoors. We visit the valley national 
wildlife refug  es—Finley, Baskett Slough, and Ankeny, as 
well as other birding areas throughout the year. Contact 
Bill Proebsting at proebstw@gmail.com or 541-752-
0108 with questions. Check the Midvalley ListServ: 
www.midvalleybirding.org/pipermail/birding/, the week 
before the field trip for updates. Weather may alter plans. 
Watch the weather forecast and dress appropriately. Return 
to Benton Center by noon.

Half Day Field Trips
December 8  Cheadle Lake (Lebanon),  

Snagboat Bend NWR
January 12  Finley NWR

Bill Proebsting
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President’s Corner
Forest Protections Still Matter
Since becoming active with Audubon Society of Corvallis 
twenty-five years ago, there have been many changes to 
my and our collective thinking about forests of the Pacific 
Northwest, and how we can better sustain all their values 
—from aesthetic and spiritual, recreational and biological, 
to practical and economic means. Politics and the economy 
still lead management, and biological concerns often take 
a back seat. 

Given no other concerns, clearcut logging in an even-
age management strategy works best for producing the 
most volume of Douglas-fir wood. But we no longer ignore 
those other concerns: fish and wildlife, air and water qual-
ity, soil productivity and geologic hazard. New thinking 
about natural disturbances in westside forests lends value 
to uneven-age management methods at a variety of scales 
across the landscape. Maybe clearcuts are unnecessary, if 
we are to protect all our forest values.

One new method is called “variable retention harvest.” 
In California, this ‘cut some leave some’ logging has set 
retention requirements, just as California also requires li-
censes for foresters. In Oregon, “variable retention” means 
anything a forester decides to call a harvest, because there 
are no state requirements for variable retention, and Oregon 
does not require licenses for foresters.

In Benton County, two respected professors in forestry 
recently led a tour to a BLM pilot logging project. Ecologist 
Jerry Franklin and Economist Norm Johnson will guide 
variable retention strategies on plantations and naturally-
regenerated forests here. In the Corvallis Watershed, for-
esters have used variable retention techniques, although it 
is not part of the watershed Stewardship Plan. There is a 
rush, again, to cut more in the name of jobs, rather than 
to ensure that a new level of logging on public lands will 
be sustainable. What will be the volume loss inherent in 
converting our forest plantations from even- to uneven-
aged conditions?

Soon the Governor’s task force on county payments, 
and federal legislation, will press for the privatization of 
public forests, and increased logging for economic growth. 
Wildlife and other resources will suffer, particularly in rare 
older forests. Variable retention methods will mature, and 
may become standardized so we can predict future volume 
from our forest plantations. But this method has no place 
in our naturally-regenerated forests, which already have 
perfect variable “retention.” 

Jim Fairchild

Hesthavn News
Out at Hesthavn, things are starting to wind down after a 
very busy and productive summer. I hope you have had a 
chance to visit and to see the newly constructed footbridge. 
You will be able to cross Oak Creek and walk along its West 
side and enjoy the forested area that has always been part of 
the Hesthavn property, but has been inaccessible, until now.

Chris and Kate Mathews walk the new Hesthavn bridge 
during the ribbon cutting ceremony.

The Education Center is looking brand new with a 
fresh coat of cedar colored stain. The ASC Education Chair, 
Michelle Shula, has been able to put the Nature Center to 
good use with her nature-oriented education classes.

Work has started to slow down, as Hesthavn begins to 
go into hibernation for the winter months. I would like to 
take this opportunity to thank Ray Drapek for having work 
parties for the past six months, and his diligence and hard 
work in keeping the blackberries and weeds under control 
on Ray’s Trail and the newly created Paula’s Trail. Kudos, 
also, to Susan Brown and the volunteers who have assisted 
her with the upkeep of the flowerbeds and the Hesthavn 
property, in general, for these past few months.

Hesthavn Work Parties
December 15: Saturday, 9am - 4pm
January 20: Sunday, 9am - 4pm
February 17: Sunday, 9am - 4pm

The Hesthavn Committee would like to wish you a 
happy holiday season and we’ll see you next spring!

Susan Atkisson
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Hesthavn Education News
Hello everyone! We have been working hard preparing 
for our spring programs this month! We are looking for 
volunteers to help plant with the school children come 
February 26–March 1—if you are interested please email 
Michelle at hesthavneducation@gmail.com.

Keep your eyes open for information about Summer 
camps (running in August) and other events at Hesthavn 
in the spring!

Michelle Shula

Conservation Corner
Current Status of Greater Sage-Grouse

One of Oregon’s spectacular grouse species, the Greater 
Sage-Grouse, has had its range reduced by nearly half and 
numbers have declined precipitously. Recently the Greater 
Sage-Grouse came up as a candidate for listing under the 
Endangered Species Act, but was not listed due to other 
species of more concern. Here is information from the 
Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlife web site:

In March 2010, the USFWS determined that protection 
of the Greater Sage-Grouse under the ESA was warranted. 
However, listing the sage-grouse was precluded at this 
time by the need to address other listings facing greater 
risk of extinction. 

 The Greater Sage-Grouse is now a candidate species 
for listing. The primary threats to the sage-grouse across 
its range are: 
• habitat loss and fragmentation (including wildfire) 
• invasive plants 
• energy development 
• urbanization, 
• agricultural conversion and unmanaged grazing. 
Reasons For Sage-Grouse Population Decline 
In Oregon 
• Conversion or loss of sagebrush habitat: winter, 

breeding and nesting habitat 
• Development 

- Sage-grouse evolved in sagebrush habitats 
largely devoid of trees or vertical structures. Of-
ten construction of vertical structures increases 
avian predator abundance and in some cases has 
led to local extirpations of sage-grouse leks or 
populations. 

- Electricity generation and transmission develop-
ment can create perching and nesting locations 
for raptors, serve as barriers to movement and 
provide a new set of challenges for a species that 
does not appear to adapt well to rapid changes 
in its habitat. 

- Human development in winter range or habitat-
type conversion to agriculture, exurban or indus-
trial uses 

Hunting Sage-Grouse 
ODFW maintains healthy populations of sage-grouse while 
allowing limited hunting. The agency allows harvest of 
up to 5% of the projected fall population of birds. Neither 
the USFWS nor ODFW’s research found that such limited 
hunting affects populations. Harvest of candidate species 
is permissible under the law.

I find it curious and contradictory that a species of 
serious concern with habitat loss, population decline, and 
a candidate for listing under the ESA is still allowed to be 
hunted. 

Will Wright

Jane Werner Memorial
Jane Ellithorp Werner, gen-
erous donor to the Homer 
Campbell Trail at Finley 
Wildlife Refuge and mother 
of ASC Life Member and 
past officer Ann Werner, 
passed away in September 
of this year at the age of 92. 
Jane was a member of the 
Greatest Generation who 
during WWII filled a ‘man’s role’ as many women did 
at that time, working for IBM in Washington DC. There 
she met and later married a young Army lieutenant, Clem 
Werner, from Iowa. Following the war they raised their 
three children in Davenport, Iowa. 

A strong believer in education, Jane worked to improve 
public schools. In the 1950’s she proposed health education 
in the 4th grade, a controversial topic at the time. Jane and 
Clem loved Oregon and vacationed here for over

40 years. They retired to Sanibel Island, FL in 1983 
and Jane was a volunteer ranger at Ding Darling NWR for 
25 years. Most of all, Jane loved to be with her family and 
friends, and golf, bike, bird and shell anywhere she visited. 

An extraordinarily generous woman, Jane made major 
contributions to organizations to protect the environment, 
provide education, and to support women and girls. We are 
grateful for her legacy here in Oregon through her support 
of the Audubon Society of Corvallis. 

Ann Werner

Greater Sage-Grouse photo by Steve Ting, USFWS
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Thanks Susan!
The chapter would like to thank Susan Atkisson for all 
the work she did to get the bridge built at Hesthavn. First 
there was the fundraiser, then the designing and permits 
and then soliciting bids and arranging for the builder. She 
was particularly good at ordering such a beautiful day for 
the dedication and ribbon cutting. We truly appreciate a 
job well done, Susan!!

Ann Brodie

Field Notes
10/26/12-11/23/12
The general area covered by the field notes is a rough 
circle centered on Corvallis, extending to around Sweet 
Home, Monroe/Harrisburg, Marys Peak and the nearby 
Coast Range, and Monmouth/Dallas.

Temperatures were a little higher than average, and in 
mid-November, a series of extremely wet and windy 
storm systems led to some minor flooding in the area. 
Large numbers of waterfowl and raptors were making 
themselves at home for the winter, while most shorebirds 
had moved on. Leafless woodlands were filled with the 
constant activity of wintering songbirds.

Location abbreviations: Ankeny = Ankeny National 
Wildlife Refuge, Finley = William L. Finley National 
Wildlife Refuge, LSNA = Luckiamute State Natural 
Area, MRNA = Marys River Natural Area in Corvallis, 
Monmouth STP = Monmouth sewage treatment ponds, 
Philomath STP = Philomath sewage treatment ponds, 
Stewart Lake = lake at Hewlett-Packard campus in 
Corvallis, TWG/SP = Talking Water Gardens/Simpson 
Park in Albany
 
Observer abbreviations: Suzanne Austin (SA), Austin 
Booth (AB), Don Boucher (DB), Susan Brown (SB), 
Pam Comeleo (PC), Randy Comeleo (RC), Jenna Curtis 
(JC), Marcia F. Cutler (MFC), Joel Geier (JG), Michael 
Green (MG), Tyler Hallman (TH), Preston Filbert (PF), 
Jeff Fleischer (JF), Andrea Foster (AF), Don Alan Hall 
(DAH), Jeff Harding (JH), Susie Hatlevig (SH), Kaynor 
Heineck (KH), Hendrik Herlyn (HH), Don Kuhns (DK), 
Sandy Kuhns (SK), Jim Leonard (JL), Stephen Lindsay 
(SL), Lisa Millbank (LM), Molly Monroe (MM), Anne 
Mary Myers (AMM), Dileep Nageswaran (DN), Pam 
Otley (PO), Doug Robinson (DR), Jamie Simmons (JS), 
Brandon Wagner (BW), Will Wright (WW)

McFadden Marsh at Finley had more than 100 Tundra 
Swans in mid-November (DN, JL), among thousands 
of Cackling and Canada Geese. A flock of at least 
450 Cacklers stopped at Stewart Lake 11/4 (AF). 1 
Trumpeter Swan was at Finley 11/17 (DR), and 4 or 
5 were among a flock of Tundras on DeArmond Rd 

in Polk Co 11/19 (JG). Very large flocks of Mallards, 
Northern Pintails, Northern Shovelers and Green-
winged Teal continued at large marshes. More than 
a dozen Gadwall were consistently seen at TWG/SP 
for most of the period. A male Eurasian Wigeon was 
among many American Wigeons at TWG/SP 11/15, 
and perhaps the same bird was at Bryant Park in Albany 
11/20 (DB). The Bird Nerds, an OSU student birding 
group, saw 4 Cinnamon Teal at TWG/SP 11/3, and at 
least a few were still there through the period. A young 
male Tufted Duck was at Philomath STP 11/21 (DR); 
these Eurasian ducks are annual in Oregon but rare. His 
brief visit meant that all of the Aythya species (pochards/
scaups) recorded in Oregon occurred at Philomath STP 
this period. High counts of the other members of this 
genus at Philomath STP included 18 Canvasbacks 
10/29 (DR), 3 Redheads 10/26 (AB), 70 Ring-necked 
Ducks, 75 Lesser Scaup, and 1 Greater Scaup 11/4 
(HH, PO). This period was also notable for having all 
3 scoters at Philomath STP. Surf Scoters have been 
seen there regularly since mid-October, and continued 
through this period, but 11 were also found at the private 
Knife River Corp. gravel ponds just E of Corvallis 11/1 
(AMM). The Bend Bird Club reported a White-winged 
Scoter from Philomath STP 10/28, only the second 
Benton County record. This bird stayed for a few days, 
and was soon replaced by a female Black Scoter 11/10 
(DR), for the first Benton County record. She stayed just 
long enough for a few birders to get a look. There were 
at least 70 Buffleheads at Philomath STP 10/31 (HH). 3 
or 4 male Common Goldeneyes were at Monmouth STP 
11/15 (BW). 11 Hooded Mergansers were at Ankeny 
11/7 (MG), and 5 Common Mergansers were noted 
at Philomath STP 11/10 (JC, SA, TH). 1 female Red-
breasted Merganser was at Philomath STP 11/10 (HH, 
JS), a juvenile was there 11/14 (WW), and 2 flew in on 
11/15 (WW); they are very uncommon in our area. 125 
Ruddy Ducks were at Philomath STP 11/10 (HH, JS).

1 Pacific Loon and 1 Common Loon were at Philomath 
STP 10/31 (SA); both very uncommon visitors. 
4 Western Grebes were there 10/26 (AB), a few 
continued sporadically through the period. 1 Clark’s 
Grebe showed up on 10/29 (DR). A Horned Grebe 
visited on 10/28 (WW), but 3 turned up on 11/3 (JH). 2 
Eared Grebes were seen at Philomath STP 10/29 (HH, 
JS), and numbers increased to 6 on 11/4 (HH, PO).

2 American White Pelicans turned up at Finley 11/6 
(MM); they’re usually not present so late in the year. 
The Bird Nerds student group saw 6 Double-crested 
Cormorants at TWG/SP 11/3.

6 Great Egrets and 1 Great Blue Heron stalked a field 
along Bellfountain Rd 11/3 (SL); both of these species 
are commonly seen gobbling voles in fields.
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3 Bald Eagles were at Philomath STP 11/4 (HH, PO). 
Good numbers of Northern Harriers, American 
Kestrels and Red-tailed Hawks have been turning up 
with the arrival of wintering birds. The Audubon Society 
field trip to LSNA had a great look at 1 Sharp-shinned 
Hawk 11/12. 2 adult Red-shouldered Hawks soared 
over Sunset Park in Corvallis 11/4 (LM, DB); they 
protested while crows harassed them. About a dozen 
Rough-legged Hawks were seen on a raptor tour around 
Linn Co 11/17 (JF), and an immature Golden Eagle was 
found off Seven Mile Ln during the tour. A Merlin was 
flying over 11th St in Corvallis with prey in its talons 
10/27 (LM, DB). A cheeky Peregrine Falcon harassed 
two adult Bald Eagles at Philomath STP 10/28 (WW). 

A Virginia Rail was heard at TWG/SP 11/15 (DB), and 
1 Sora called and poked around in the rushes there on 
11/18 (LM, DB). The slightly warmer water at this site 
may encourage rails (especially the Sora) to overwinter. 
Hundreds of American Coots filled the TWG/SP ponds 
through the period. A significant movement of Sandhill 
Cranes was a nice surprise. A couple hundred passed 
over Sodaville (KH), 15 went over Albany (PF), 82 flew 
over Philomath STP (SB) and 30 flew over Maxfield Cr 
Rd, all on 11/5 (AMM). 10 were at Finley 10/6 (MM). 

3 Black-bellied Plovers visited Philomath STP 11/3 
(JH), and 1 was there 11/10 (HH, JS). A flock of 50 
Killdeer were hanging out at Bryant Park in Albany 
11/16 (DB); Killdeer are becoming very numerous in 
fields all over our area.

1 Spotted Sandpiper was reported from Hyak Park 
in Albany 11/14 (PF); a few will probably overwinter 
along the Willamette R. A flock of 22 Dunlin were at 
Philomath STP 11/3 (WW); small flocks were seen 
at many wetlands. Wilson’s Snipes were relatively 
common in ditches and flooded fields. A Red Phalarope 
was an unexpected visitor 10/27 (DR); it was followed 
by a Red-necked Phalarope the next day (DR) and 
stayed at least through 11/1.

A Bonaparte’s Gull showed up at Philomath STP 
10/29 (WW), but 5 were there 11/1 (PO), rising to 10 
11/3 (WW), with a few hanging around through mid-
November. There were also a few at Smith Lp 11/17 
(DR). 12 Mew Gulls turned up at Philomath STP 
11/1 (AB), 45 were at Monmouth STP 11/7 with one 
unexpected Heermann’s Gull (BW); Mew Gulls were 
also present at Smith Lp 11/17 (DR). The large flock 
of about 300 gulls on Smith Lp 11/17 also contained 
Herring, Glaucous-winged, Ring-billed, Thayer’s, 
Western and California Gulls (DR). Glaucous-winged 
x Western Gull hybrids (“Olympic Gull”) were likely 
seen over Corvallis 11/3 (MFC).

A large flock of about 60 Mourning Doves just NW 
of Coffin Butte huddled on the roadside in the rain and 
wind 11/19 (JG).

Great Horned Owls were “duetting” together near the 
Twin Oaks Cemetery on Riverside Dr 11/16 (DB), and 
the squawk of a female begging for food 11/5 probably 
indicates courtship (SH).

An adult male Anna’s Hummingbird was performing 
a territorial display near Starker Arts Park in Corvallis 
11/5 (LM, DB); they were frequent visitors to feeders 
in towns, including a male and female in the Timberhill 
area (AF). 

The Audubon Society field trip to LSNA found 2 Red-
breasted Sapsuckers and 4 Northern Flickers 11/12. A 
female Downy Woodpecker sunbathed 11/4 in a trance-
like state with her wings drooping and her bill open 
(LM, DB). A Pileated Woodpecker called at LSNA 
11/3, and a Hairy Woodpecker was calling there 11/23 
(LM, DB, JG).

Black Phoebes have been reported from wetlands 
and riparian areas all over the area; these hardy little 
flycatchers seem to be more widespread every year.

3 Northern Shrikes were at Finley 10/28. One caught 
a grasshopper, while another called and harassed the 
successful hunter (RC, PC, DK, SK).

A pair of Western Scrub-Jays in Corvallis performed 
a “whisper song” and exchanged food, indicating the 
beginnings of courtship 11/22 (LM, DB). Large roosts 
of American Crows gathered each afternoon, and 
Common Ravens could be seen gathering with eagles 
in fields 11/17 (JF); ravens and eagles eat carrion, 
especially sheep carcasses in winter.

A Mountain Chickadee was near the Marys Peak 
campground 11/5, hanging out with 4 Chestnut-backed 
Chickadees (DR), but a more unexpected Mountain 
Chickadee visited a feeder in NW Corvallis 11/6, 
and sporadically for about a week (JS). Bushtits in 
downtown Corvallis 11/4 eagerly devoured the fruits 
of Western Poison-Oak (a valuable food source for 
many other birds as well) (LM, DB). For some reason, 
a Ruby-crowned Kinglet chased a Brown Creeper who 
was minding its own business 11/22, at the Oak Lawn 
cemetery in Corvallis (LM).

The Bird Nerds student group found 3 Marsh Wrens in 
the cattails at TWG/SP.
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A male/female pair of Golden-crowned Kinglets in 
Corvallis displayed to one another 11/22; the display 
involved the female flaring her yellow crown patch 
while the male flared his red patch; they both called 
and bowed to one another (LM). A flock of about 9 
Western Bluebirds were inspecting nest boxes at Finley 
in early November, perhaps looking for winter roosts 
(MM). Hermit Thrushes and Varied Thrushes were 
widespread but inconspicuous, while large and noisy 
American Robin flocks were pretty obvious.

European Starlings were flycatching for click beetles 
and ballooning spiderlings 11/4 (LM, DB). While large 
flocks of American Pipits could be found in fields 
throughout the area, Cedar Waxwing numbers have 
dropped dramatically.

Yellow-rumped Warblers and Townsend’s Warblers 
were regular visitors to suet feeders this period.

Flocks of perky sparrows were common in thickets this 
period. The Audubon Society field trip to LSNA found 
11 Spotted Towhees. Dozens of Lincoln’s Sparrows 
inhabited the damp, brushy areas of MRNA 11/22, along 
with at least 10 Fox Sparrows, some of whom were 
nibbling fallen apples (LM, DB). Among the large flocks 
of White-crowned and Golden-crowned Sparrows 
were a few White-throated Sparrows—1 near 
Brooklane Dr in Corvallis 11/3 (WW), 1 on Witham Dr 
in Corvallis 11/9 (DAH), and 1 in Albany 11/21 (PF).

Red-winged and Brewer’s Blackbirds were at TWG/SP 
11/18 (DB, LM). 4 Western Meadowlarks turned up on 
the Audubon Society field trip to LSNA 11/12.

Not many Purple Finches have been reported this 
period, but 2 were seen on the Audubon Society field trip 
to LSNA 11/12. This has been a very good year to see 
Red Crossbills at low elevation in our area. About 15 
foraged in Douglas-firs in Corvallis 11/9 (HH). A flock 
of “Type 2” crossbills (usually living in Ponderosa Pine 
forests in the Cascades) flew over Corvallis 11/2 (DR). 
Pine Siskins have also been abundant and continue 
to increase in number, joining Lesser and American 
Goldfinches on niger seed feeders. Small flocks of 
Evening Grosbeaks continued to be heard calling in 
flight throughout the period.

Please post your reports to midvalleybirding.org, send 
them to lisaaves@peak.org, or leave a message at 541-
753-7689 by 12/27/12.

Lisa Millbank

Sign Up for the Corvallis CBC
This is a reminder that now is the time to sign up for the 
Corvallis Christmas Bird Count, which will be held on 
Tuesday, December 18, 2012. Individuals of all levels of 
birding experience are welcome. You can contact me at 
marciafcutler@comcast.net or by phone: 541-752-4313.

For those who cannot spend the day doing the count, 
feeder/yard counts are also an important contribution. For 
each species seen, just record the highest number of birds 
seen at any one time. For instance, if you first see 2 Pine 
Siskins, then there are 25 siskins a bit later, and some time 
afterwards you see 6 siskins, your total is 25 siskins. You 
can e-mail me the results at the above e-mail address. I 
would appreciate knowing ahead of time if you are plan-
ning to do a feeder count.

One important change from past counts is that there 
is no longer any fee to participate! As usual, there will be 
a countdown potluck following the count. This year it will 
be at the community room at the Tunison Fire Station (west 
of Lincoln School).

Dates for other local CBCs are:
Salem: December 15
Brownsville: December 26
Dallas: December 28
Santiam Pass: January 1
Airlie-Albany (includes Lewisburg, E.E. Wilson and NE 
Benton Co. areas): January 5

For contact information on these and other counts, you 
can check the website for Oregon Birding Association (for-
merly Oregon Field Ornithologists) at www.oregonbirds.
org/ofocbc.html. Click on the link to the calendar, then 
click on the count name for contact information.

Marcia F. Cutler

Wild Raptors Need Your Help
Wild raptors need your help. Lead poisoning is a serious 
problem in wild birds. It can cause death outright, or it can 
impair motor functions just enough to lead to the inability 
to avoid a collision with a motor vehicle or power line, or 
to hunt effectively. When rehabilitation centers receive 
these birds, diagnosis is expensive and treatment is a long, 
stressful chelation process with a very expensive drug and 
often not successful. Not a lot is known about the long 
term effects of recovering from lead poisoning, whether 
it leads to permanent brain damage, as it can in children, 
or reproductive issues. Lead poisoning is one problem, 
however, that could be avoided with the removal of lead 
from the environment. Attempts by organizations such as 
the Center for Biological Diversity and others to get the 
Environmental Protection Agency to prohibit the use of 
lead in game hunting ammunition and in fishing sinkers 
have so far been unsuccessful. Education, however, might 
help effect this change.

 The US Senate will soon be considering a bill that 
effects this issue—possibly as soon as November 13th. 
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Senate Bill 3525, the “Sports-
men’s Act,” combines 16 dif-
ferent House and Senate bills. 
It would, among other things 
of concern, amend the Toxic 
Substances Act to strip the 
ability of the Environmental 
Protection Agency to regulate 
lead in ammunition or fishing 
sinkers as an environmental 
toxin. We are concerned about 
several aspects of this bill but 
the one that most involves us 
is this attack on the EPA’s abil-
ity to deal with lead toxicity 
from ammunition or sinkers. 
This restriction has already 
passed the House. We hope 
that hunters will switch to 
non-lead ammunition and 
fishermen and women will 
switch to non-lead sinkers, 
voluntarily, out of their love 
for wildlife and concern for 
their families. However, we 
do not want to lose the EPA’s 
ability to regulate it—lead IS 
an environmental toxin. That 
is why it has been banned in gasoline and in paint. It’s now 
time to protect wildlife.

Cascades Raptor Center

Book Chat
Book Nerd Joins Book and Raffle Table Team
Spencer Mair, OSU fisheries and wildlife student and events 
chair for the Bird Nerds Club has joined Bev Clark and Sally 
Shaw at the monthly meeting Book and Raffle Table. Spen-
cer grew up in Sacramento and has always been passionate 
about birds and wildlife. He has banded birds at the Big Sur 
Ornithology lab, participated in Long-Billed Curlew nest 
surveys at Malheur and Common Murre studies at Yaquina 
Head,as well as participating in numerous bird-a-thons. 
 Spencer has been a member of the Corvallis club for two 
years. We’re very happy to welcome him to our Book and 
Raffle Table crew and look forward to his advice on new 
publications and ideas on marketing to a younger genera-
tion of birders.

Sally Shaw

Board Meeting Summary
ASC November Meeting
1.  An ad hoc committee was appointed to deal with the 

intricacies of renewing ASC permits for educational 
bird and wildlife specimens.

2.  The duties of the vacant Publicity Chair and Board 
Member At-Large positions were discussed; volun-
teers for these positions were also discussed.

3.  The pros and cons of seeking “Institutional Member-
ship” at the Malheur Field Station was discussed.

4.  The best way to track membership and donation 
information was discussed.

Linda Campbell

Open ACS Board Meetings
 ASC Board of Directors meetings are open to all ASC 
members, and the board encourages you to come and see 
what we do. Our monthly board meeting is on Thursday 
one week before the General Meeting. See the calendar on 
the last page of The Chat for meeting location.

Welcome New Members
 Jim Garner & Claire Friedrich
 Carolyn Kindell & Gregory Wilson
 Pat Wheeler & John Westfall
 

Regarding renewals: All ASC members received a hard 
copy of the November CHAT with an envelope as part 
of our annual appeal for donations. If your membership 
expires in November or December of 2012, you can also 
use the envelopes to renew your memberships.

 If there are no changes in your contact information, 
another option is to go to our website & renew through 
Paypal at www.audubon.corvallis.or.us/join.shtml

If you have moved or changed your email address, 
please forward your new contact information to Suzanne 
Ortiz at ortizsv@gmail.com.

Suzanne Ortiz

Contributors to the Chat
Dave Mellinger, Bill Proebsting, Jim Fairchild, Susan 
Atkisson, Michelle Shula, Will Wright, Ann Werner, Ann 
Brodie, Marcia F. Cutler, Cascades Raptor Center, Sally 
Shaw, Linda Campbell, Suzanne Ortiz, and Lisa Millbank.

Chat Articles
The Chat editors welcome monthly articles from all 

members of the Audubon Society of Corvallis. Please sub-
mit articles to the Chat editor by the 4th Thursday of the 
month. Always submit text using Microsoft Word.

Rough-legged Hawk 
photo by Matt Lee
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The Chat is published 10 times a year by the Audubon 
Society of Corvallis, PO Box 148, Corvallis OR 97339. 
Annual ASC memberships are $25 for an individual; $35 for 
a family; $15 for student; $15 for Chat only subscriptions 
(email delivery only); $50 for Supporting Level; $100 for 
Patron Level; and $200 for Benefactor Level. 

Audubon Society of Corvallis

CHATthe 

Audubon Society of Corvallis
www.audubon.corvallis.or.us

President: Jim Fairchild, alderspring@peak.org, 541-929-4049
Vice President and Program Chair: Dave Mellinger,
 David.Mellinger@oregonstate.edu, 541-757-7953
Secretary: Linda Campbell, lcampbell@peak.org, 541-929-9420
Treasurer: Fred Ramsey, flramsey5@comcast.net,  

541-753-3677
Board Members:

Gail Nickerson, gbnickerson@comcast.net, 541-754-0406
Stacy Moore, peterandstacy@peak.org, 541-929-2063
Peter Moore, peterandstacy@peak.org, 541-929-2063
Karan Fairchild, alderspr@peak.org, 541-929-4049
Will Wright, willwright26@q.com
Past President: Ann Brodie, annbrodie143@comcast.net,  

541-757-1728
Committees and Coordinators:

Education Chair: Michelle Shula,  
hesthavneducation@gmail.com, 614-579-1406

Conservation Chair: Will Wright: willwright26@q.com
Bluebird Trail Chair: Raylene Gordin, gordin@centurytel.net, 

541-258-6625
Christmas Bird Count Compiler & Historian: Marcia Cutler,
 marciafcutler@comcast.net, 541-752-4313
Hesthavn Chair: Susan Atkisson, 

susan.atkisson@oregonstate.edu, 541-602-2750
Interim Publicity Chair: Don Boucher, bouchdon@peak.org,  

541-753-7689
Webmaster: Tom Haig, tomhaig@hotmail.com, 503-231-6583
Interim Birdathon Coordinator: Karan Fairchild, see above
Membership Chair: Suzanne Ortiz, ortizsv@gmail.com,  

541-207-3835
Field Trip Chair: Bill Proebsting, proebstw@gmail.com,  

541-752-0108
Sales Table team: Sally Shaw, shaws@peak.org, 541-757-2749
 Bev Clark, clark.bev9@gmail.com, 541-753-4456
Refreshment Chair: Gail Nickerson, see above
Field Notes Compiler: Lisa Millbank, lisaaves@peak.org, 

541-753-7689
Newsletter Editor: Anne Schroder, chateditors@gmail.com, 

541-738-0724

Interested in volunteering?  
Please let us know: volunteerasc@gmail.com

Renew your membership before the date on the 
mailing label to avoid missing issues of the Chat.

Calendar
Dec 8 Field Trip: Cheadle Lake (Lebanon),
 Snagboat Bend NWR
Dec 13  Board Meeting at First Presbyterian Church Basement - 

114 SW 8th St., 7 pm
Dec 15 Hesthavn Work Party. Saturday, 9am - 4pm
Dec 18 Christmas Bird Count
Dec 18  CBC Potluck, Tunison Fire Station, 4-7 pm
Dec 20  General Meeting, First Presbyterian Church, Corvallis, 

7 pm
Dec 27  Articles & Field Notes deadline for CHAT

Save This Date
July 12-15  2013 Audubon Convention, Skamania Lodge,  

Stevenson, Washington.Common Goldeneye photo by Matt Lee


