
Due to the global Coronavirus pandemic, ASC is slowly
restarting in-person programs and meetings. But this
policy changes with pandemic news, so, for the latest
info, please visit our website at auduboncorvallis.org.

ASC General Meeting
The ASC Board will meet August 12 to decide if we
will return to in-person monthly member meetings
or continue on ZOOM when programs resume in
September. Meetings are held the third Thursday of
each month from September through May.
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ASC Website, Social Media
Use the ASC Website to Stay
Abreast
Looking for something? The calendar on the ASC
website has important dates for meetings, work parties,
field trips, and conservation activities. The current Chat
newsletter is always available for download, as well as
the archived issues from April 2003 to the present.
Activities for kids are listed in the Education section
and include worksheets that can be printed and
colored. To contact any of the leaders, find their email
address on the Leadership page. Learn about the
Bluebird Trail, Hesthavn, and Conservation activities.
And see if you can identify the birds featured on each
of the 30 pages. (Hint – hover over the photo to see the
name.)

Sue Powell, Website Manager

Corvallis Audubon Facebook
Be sure to keep up to date and be inspired by joining
our ASC Facebook page.  Just "like" us for the latest
news and pictures of wildlife that affect our local area.
Feel free to post about what is happening in your
neighborhood, street and back yard. Let's stay
connected. Join us on Facebook at corvallisaudubon.

Nancy DeMasi, ASC Facebook
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Audubon Corvallis Instagram
Or check us out on Instagram at auduboncorvallis.

Christina Linkem, ASC Instagram

2021-2022 ASC Officers and
Board elected in May
The members approved the following slate for the
Board of Directors of the ASC to serve in the
2021/2022 term, which begins at the summer board
meeting on August 12:
Co-Presidents: Dave Mellinger and Karan Fairchild
Vice President: Position unfilled. So, Dave Mellinger
will host meetings and a committee of Sue Haig,
Mikaela Lee and Mai Kiigemagi will find and book
speakers for the monthly member meetings.
Secretary: Susan McNutt
Treasurer: Carolyn Peterson
Board Members-at-large:
Phyllis Bailey
Mark Baldwin
Mikaela Lea
Christina Linkem
Suzanne Ortiz
Dodie Wilson

Key Committee Chairs
Hesthavn: Ray Drapek
Education: Meika Vingelen and Dodie Wilson
Conservation: Jim Fairchild
CHAT newsletter: Teri Engbring & Naomi Weidner

Thanks to all the dedicated and skilled Corvallis
Audubon volunteers.

Hesthavn News
Site Improvements and Volunteers
The ASC Board voted in some significant renovations
at Hesthavn, including a big, safe and sturdy cement
back porch and ramp to the south door by the toilet.
The small west side porch and steps were also redone
for safety.

New south porch & ramp

West side landing

We have resumed weekend work parties at
Hesthavn, twice a month, and are making progress.
We dare not let up on summer weed-control activities
on the grounds. As conditions have become drier and
plant growth starts to slow down, we can also address
other problems with more time to catch up.

It can get hot at Hesthavn in the summer. If you
come, bring lots of water! We don’t have a potable
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water source on site, but volunteers with access to the
building are welcome to use the filtered water in a
dispenser I keep in the barn. We'll take it nice and slow
with lots of breaks. I should mention that as we get into
late summer the chances of getting stung by ground
nesting wasps does increase, but hasn’t been an issue
yet. I try to mark nests as I discover them, but I can't
guarantee I'll get them all. If you have a serious sting
allergy you might want to wait until later in the fall
before coming to a work party. Finally, drop-ins are
always welcome, but it is helpful if you contact me to let
me know you're coming. Please bring your mask and
plan to continue social distance until everyone is safe.

August - September Hesthavn
work party schedule (all from 10
am to 2 pm, Sunday):
August 8: Weed work party
August 15: Barn and yard work party
September 19: Weed work party
September 26: Barn and yard work party

Check the ASC website for up-to-the-minute info.
Ray Drapek, Hesthavn Chair

Take a Hike – Learn Some Things!
Ray’s Trail, a 0.2 mi (320 m) nature loop at Hesthavn,
is highlighted in a new interpretive guide, which is
available near the trailhead. Inside the brochure is an
illustrated map of the trail, points of interest designated
by numbered posts, and information about restoration
of the native habitats, wildflower garden, Paula’s Trail,
and the multiple ways native wildlife are supported at
Hesthavn. There are several bird feeders and nesting
and roosting boxes for birds, bats, and bees. In
addition, three cover boards (designed and built by
Matt Lee) offer refuge to small animals, such as
salamanders, tree frogs, rodents, garter snakes,
beetles, earthworms, and more.

1 of 3 cover boards for small wildlife. Photo by Sue
Powell

The handle is useful for raising and lowering each
board so you can sneak a peek without injuring the
animals. Original art for the trail guide was created by
Olivia Ozguc for an OSU class activity.

Trail guide brochure
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The trail was named in honor of super ASC
volunteer Ray Drapek who manages Hesthavn and
who has spearheaded many of the improvements to
the site. The trail is level and has a gravel surface.
Trails and the rest of the Hesthavn grounds are open
from dawn to dusk year-round.

Enjoy Hesthavn, a tiny urban treasure where you
can connect with nature!

Sue Powell

Stunning Reference for Bird
Lovers

Thanks to Carolyn and Richard Brumley who donated
their Bird Songs: 250 North American Birds in Song
and 200 Bird Songs from Around the World
multi-media books to ASC. Each of the 250 featured
birds have full-page descriptions, color illustrations,
and push-and-play songs recorded by Cornell Labs.
The books will be roosting at the Hesthavn Nature
Center, which we hope to be able to safely open to the
public again soon.

Our Trails Are Still Open to Enjoy
Nature
Hesthavn’s trails and outdoor facilities are still open to
our guests during daylight hours, as long as you

observe social distancing and wear a mask within 6
feet of others.

Directions to Hesthavn
8590 NW Oak Creek Drive, Corvallis. Take Harrison
west from downtown Corvallis; after you cross 53rd St,
it becomes Oak Creek Drive. Pass Bald Hill Park and
follow the brown “Nature Center” signs. Hesthavn will
be on your left shortly before the end of Oak Creek Dr.

Education News
Ed Volunteers Are Back In-Person
ASC Education is back to in person programs with
Benton County vaccination rates closing in on 70% and
COVID cases dropping. Governor Brown announced in
June that many of the COVID restrictions could be
dropped. This meant ASC Education could start having
in-person meetings and thinking about doing in-person
outreach. On June 6, we had our last Zoom meeting
with our volunteers to make plans for the coming

months.
One of our first

outreach opportunities
was with the Benton
Girl Scout Camp on
July 22 at Rock Creek
Park. The camp theme
this year was “Blazing
the Trail,” which
focused on hiking trails
around Oregon. The
ASC volunteers
expanded on that
theme with our
“Birding the Trail,”
activity where we
guided small groups
down a trail to look
and listen for birds.
Meika Vingelen

created a beautiful four-page journal featuring a
bingo-like game where the girls could check off what
they see. Inside there were drawings of the 10

Audubon Society of Corvallis 4



common bird species they could have encountered on
the trail. A space on the back cover invited them to
draw something they saw along the trail when they
return back home.

Along the forest trail we placed laminated bird photos
of 10 common species and used a “Bird Identiflyer” to
play their songs. At our display table, the scouts could
touch feathers from different birds and view mounted
birds. Each scout was given a wildlife explorer patch
for their vests, information on how they can help birds
at home, and where to see birds in the Corvallis area.

Girl Scout Camp at Rock Creek Park. Photos by Tricia
Bowlby

Getting back to in-person outreach feels really good!
We hope to be able to present programs to area
schools in the fall. Thanks so much to all our wonderful
volunteers who helped make our presence at the Girl
Scout Camp possible: Teri Engbring, Phyllis Bailey,

Kate Mathews, Meika Vingelen, Liz Hogan, Tricia
Bowlby, Nancy DeMasi, Mai Kiigemagi, and Dodie
Wilson.

Dodie Wilson, Education Co-Chair

Steller’s Jay drawing by one of the Girl Scouts

An Education Volunteer’s
Perspective
On July 22, 2021, the ASC Education Team enjoyed
exploring wildlife in the forest with local Girl Scouts. We
spent the day at their Benton County summer day
camp providing workshops for 48 girls in grades 1- 5
and another dozen teenagers and adults. We talked
about birds, their needs, and the habitat requirements
of several local species that are commonly seen.

We took the scouts on a short hike through the
forest to see and hear the birds along the trail. Steller’s
Jays, Juncos, and Pileated Woodpeckers near the trail
helped make it exciting. The kids were so enthusiastic
about the "stuffed" birds and nests we had brought
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from the Hesthavn Nature Center, and of course, they
were anxious to tell their own experiences with birds. It
was inspirational and contagious to see the kids’
excitement. We hope the scouts took home an
understanding of how wonderful birds are and how
they fit into their environment. The scouts gave us
renewed hope for the future. Yes, today was a great
day!

Nancy DeMasi, ASC Ed Team Volunteer

Backyard Spotlight
The ASC Education Team thanks all those who so
generously participated in our Backyard Spotlight
corner in the Chat last year. We need more inspiring
stories for this year! Please send your short story and a
couple of photos (if possible) to:
chateditors@gmail.com about how you provide a
supportive environment for wildlife in your yard.

We would love to see what you are doing. Thanks.
Phyllis Bailey, ASC Backyard Spotlight Coordinator

Gardening for Birds
Showy Daisy, An Easy Native
Perennial

Showy Daisy (Erigeron speciosus). Photo by William
Proebsting

A number of years ago, I was hiking on McCulloch
Peak in McDonald Forest in mid-summer. On a hot, dry
south slope of poor soil were several splashes of color
provided by a lavender daisy, Erigeron speciosus,
Showy Daisy. I need this! A tough native perennial to
add to my gardening armamentarium. I returned a
month later to collect seed and it has been a reliable
performer ever since.

Showy Daisy ranges throughout the western U.S. as
a component of prairies and forest openings. A Forest
Service study in north central Washington recorded
visits by insects from 21 families, including 42 species
of bees. It is also browsed by a number of mammalian
species including deer and squirrels. However, plants
have not been predated in my garden, which is heavily
visited by these species.

Showy Daisy starts flowering in June. There is some
variability of flowering time depending on site and
perhaps genotype. By planting a number of these
around your garden, you will have flowering plants for
4-6 weeks. This year’s bloom was truncated by the
heat wave, however.

Showy Daisy tolerates a wide-range of light and soil
conditions but grows best in full sun and occasional
water. Those plants on McCulloch Peak were alive and
looked surprisingly good considering the conditions,
but the typical garden will provide better growth. The
perennial portion of the plant is a rhizome which grows
at ground level. Clumps expand over time and can be
periodically dug and divided in September. In some
conditions, it naturalizes via seedling propagation. It
can be difficult to purchase, but check with Esther
McEvoy at Willamette Gardens in Corvallis or Dancing
Oaks Nursery west of Monmouth.

William Proebsting

Field Trip Schedule
Weekend Field Trips
2022 Extended Field Trips Will Not Occur Unless
Pandemic Situation is Resolved
We are still not in a position to plan for ASC’s multi-day
field trips as they entail long rides in enclosed
passenger vans. COVID conditions don’t allow that yet.
If that situation changes, we will plan for 2022: Bandon;
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Klamath Basin; Rogue Valley with Shakespeare;
Malheur NWR; Summer Lake; Wallowas; Steens Mtn.;
and a Shorebird Search. If not, we will try to find other
venues and/or other transportation, so that we may
enjoy this great state of ours. Stay tuned and keep
up-to-date by checking our website. Suggestions are
welcome.

Fred Ramsey, Weekend Field Trips Chair

Second Saturday Field Trips Are
Still CANCELLED Until Further
Notice
We’ll be back out there with groups as soon as it is
safe to do so, hopefully this fall. Take care!
Check the ASC website and CHAT for updates.

Duncan Evered & Caryn Stoess

A Look from Our Chapter's Past
ASC field trip to Malheur. May 28 (Memorial Day) 1980.
Photo courtesy of Fred Ramsey

Community Notes
Refuge Friends Sell Special Finley
Book
Recently Lena Proebsting, Wild Goose Nature Store
Manager, was in contact with a Eugene writer, Joe R.
Blakely, who just published William Lovell Finley,
Champion of Oregon's Wildlife Refuges. Lena obtained
a copy and read it in two days. She felt it was well
written, concise (~200 pages), and had lots of original

black and white prints to accompany the adventures of
Finley and Bohlman. The book emphasizes the
attitudes of the time and how Finley's unending efforts
changed this.

Lena will only order books for folks who want to
purchase it. It is soft bound and sells for $17.95. Sorry
– at this time she will ask for the full price (no discount).
If you are interested, please email me at
secretary.friends@gmail.com,  and I will contact Lena.
Thank you,

Diane Young, Secretary, Friends of the Willamette
Valley National Wildlife Refuge Complex

Board Meeting Summary
for May 13, 2021
Dave Mellinger thanked outgoing board members for
their service.
Board voted and passed the budget for 2021-22.
Committee Reports: Education – Dodie Wilson
explained Planet Palooza – 11 volunteers worked
tables at 4 parks as part of Natural Area Celebration
Week in May. Meika is looking into classes for
pre-school ages 3-6 yrs and others for 6-8 year olds at
Hesthavn. There will be lots of opportunities for
volunteers to help.
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Conservation – Jim Fairchild – Santiam preliminary
injunction was denied. Case is still moving forward.
Bob Sallinger, Portland Audubon Society, sent a
request about an avian pesticide that appears to be
killing crows. Board voted to support signing onto a
letter.
Social Media – Meika reported 344 Instagram
followers – Nancy DeMasi volunteered to help with
social media.
Hesthavn - Ray Drapek The old ramp has been
removed and other building work will be done soon.
Corvallis Youth Volunteer Corps will help at work
parties once a week between June 21 and August 20.
The Marys River Watershed Council obtained some
funding to control knotweed and yellow archangel (YA)
in the Mary’s River watershed. They will spray the YA
for us for free. Good Earth Company will come to
mouse proof the building. Sue Powell finished the new
trail guide with Olivia.
Old Business – Letter from Karen Eltzroth Harvey
commended ASC for Bluebird exhibit at Hesthavn and
advised on spending the remaining Bluebird Trail
funds. "Mom (Elsie) would want the money used for the
Bluebird Trail, for rehabilitating sick or injured bluebirds
or for educating the public, especially school children,
about bluebirds and their conservation.” In addition,
they suggest, “replenishing the supply of bluebird
boxes to replace old ones or give out new ones. Please
retain the $1,000 Mom donated to the trail shortly
before her death for building boxes and other
trail-related expenditures."

Other options could include funding an internship or
stipend for one or more ornithology or biology students
to assist Bluebird trail volunteers in whatever aspect
would be beneficial; or to staff Hesthavn on weekends
during the summer to permit visitors to view the
Bluebird Trail exhibits, answer questions or work on
any research, data, displays relating to education or
conservation in general. Or could fund a scholarship to
a budding ornithologist or avian veterinarian at OSU.
Or provide grant(s) to other state or regional
organizations to establish and/or maintain bluebird
trails."

Next Board meeting August 12th – will be a potluck
and meeting at Hesthavn.

Susan McNutt, Board Secretary

Open Board Meetings
ASC Board of Directors meetings are open to all ASC
members, and the Board encourages you to come and
see what we do. Our monthly Board meeting is on
Thursday, one week before the General Meeting. See
the Board meeting minutes or ASC website for location
and time.

Membership Corner
General Membership Renewal Information
For membership renewal online go the ASC website
(https://auduboncorvallis.org/membership/) and renew
via PayPal. To renew by USPS, mail a check to ASC,
PO Box 148, Corvallis, OR 97339.

Email Notifications/Meeting
Cancellations
We encourage members to join the ASC listserv to
receive emergency email notifications about meeting
cancellations related to weather conditions, updated
information about ASC events, fieldtrip locations, and
volunteer work parties. Send an email to the
administrator (Karan Fairchild, alderspr@peak.org) and
request to be added.

Have You Changed Your Contact
Info?
If you have moved recently or changed your email/mail
addresses, please update your information by emailing
it to adamus7@comcast.net.
Thank you for your generosity and support!

Paul Adamus, Membership Chair

Contributors to this Chat
Don Boucher, Nancy DeMasi, Ray Drapek, Teri
Engbring, Susan McNutt, Sue Powell, Fred Ramsey,
William Proebsting, Naomi Weidner, Dodie Wilson and
Diane Young
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Chat Articles
The Chat editors, Teri Engbring and Naomi Weidner,
welcome articles from all members of the Audubon
Society of Corvallis. Please submit articles to the Chat
editor by the fourth Thursday of the month, unless
another date is indicated in the CHAT calendar the
previous month. Submit text using Microsoft Word and
photos to: chateditors@gmail.com.

Can you help out ASC as the new
Chat editor?
It only takes a few hours a month to make a huge
contribution to Corvallis Audubon. There are other
volunteers who help with editing, layout and more.
Please contact us at our email above if you can
contribute to this key ASC communications and
outreach effort. We will happily transition you
comfortably over the coming months.

Teri Enbring

Calendar
August 8: Hesthavn (HH) Weed work party, 10-2
August 12: ASC Board Meeting, 7 pm 

August 15: HH Barn and yard work party, 10-2
August 26: Submission deadline for September CHAT
September 19: HH Weed work party, 10-2
September 26: HH Barn and yard work party, 10-2

Check our website for all our latest scheduling info.

Juvenile Red-breasted Sapsucker. Photo by Matt Lee
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Officers
Co-President Dave Mellinger dmell3.14159(at)gmail.com
Co-President Karan Fairchild alderspr(at)peak.org
Vice President Committee audubon.corvallis@gmail.com
Secretary Susan McNutt daisidel@hotmail.com
Treasurer Carolyn Peterson chinstrapdreams(at)comcast.net

Board Members
Mark Baldwin audubon.corvallis@gmail.com
Mikaela Lea mikaelalea96(at)gmail.com
Christina Linkem cnlinkem(at)hawaii.edu
Suzanne Ortiz audubon.corvallis@gmail.com
Phyllis Bailey pbgrebe2004@yahoo.com
Dodie Wilson dgwilson802(at)gmail.com

Chairpersons
Birdathon Karan Fairchild alderspr(at)peak.org
Bluebird Trail Matt Lee BluebirdTrail.corvallisaudubon@gmail.com
Chat Editors Teri Engbring, Naomi Weidner chateditors(at)gmail.com
Christmas Bird Count

Co-Chairs Matt Lee & Bev Clark audubon.corvallis@gmail.com
Conservation Jim Fairchild alderspring@peak.org
Corvallis Sustainability Coalition Suzanne Ortiz audubon.corvallis@gmail.com
Education Team

Co-Coordinators Dodie Wilson & Meika Vingelen asc.educationteam@gmail.com
Field Trip - local Duncan Evered, Caryn Stoess CorvallisAudubonSecondSaturday@gmail.com
Field Trip - regional Fred Ramsey flramsey5(at)comcast.net
Hesthavn Ray Drapek raydrapek(at)gmail.com
Historian Marcia Cutler marciafcutler(at)comcast.net
Membership Paul Adamus adamus7(at)comcast.net
Publicity Sue Powell Website.auduboncorvallis@gmail.com

Facebook, Nancy DeMasi media.audubon.corvallis@gmail.com
Instagram,Christina Linkem cnlinkem(at)hawaii.edu

Refreshments Becky Garrett becky.bittern(at)yahoo.com
Sales Table Sally Shaw shaws(at)peak.org
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The Chat is published 10 times a year by the Audubon Society of Corvallis,
PO Box 148, Corvallis OR 97339. Annual ASC memberships are $25 for an
individual; $35 for a family; $15 for students; $15 for Chat-only subscriptions
(email delivery only); $50 for Supporting Level; $150 for Patron Level; and
$250 for Benefactor Level.

Interested in volunteering?
Please let us know:
volunteerasc@gmail.com

Find us online

https://auduboncorvallis.org/ https://www.facebook.com/CorvallisAudubon/ https://www.instagram.com/auduboncorvallis/
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