Due to the global Coronavirus pandemic, ASC will
slowly restart in-person programs and meetings. But
our policy changes with pandemic status and
restrictions. SO, for the latest info, please visit our
website at auduboncorvallis.org.

and environmental quality on the reproductive success
of a population of Spanish Imperial Eagles in Doñana
National Park. Recipients of Fulbright awards are
selected on the basis of academic and professional
achievement as well as record of service and
leadership potential in their respective fields.

ASC General Meeting
01/20/22 on Zoom at 7:00 pm

Recent Barred Owl
Research
Ryan Baumbusch is a PhD student in the
Department of Fisheries, Wildlife, and Conservation
Sciences at Oregon State. His research focus is
foraging ecology of barred owls in the Pacific
Northwest. He began working with barred owls and
northern spotted owls in 2011 during his undergraduate
studies at California State University at Humboldt.
Ryan loves birds, and when he started his career in
wildlife management after serving in the US Navy for 6
years, he never imagined he would be working to
remove one owl species to save another.
In 2020, Ryan was awarded a Fulbright
Study/Research Grant to conduct zoology research in
Spain. Using a dataset stretching back more than a
century, he is analyzing the importance of individual

Northern Spotted Owls are native to the west coast.
Recently Barred Owls have expanded their territories
into NSO territory with alarming results. (Photo credit:
E. Omerick and D. Stults)
The meeting will begin at 7:00 PM and is open to
the general public, although space is limited. Contact
audubon.corvallis@gmail.com for information about
accessing the program.
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Ryan plus other researcher
Researchers restrain an Imperial Eagle in Spain while
they take measurements and blood samples to
determine the health of the population. (Photo Credit:
Ryan Baumbusch)
See the ASC website Monthly Speakers for the list
of January through May 2022 presentations.
ASC member meetings are held the third Thursday
of each month from September through May.
Presentations on Zoom will also be held on the third
Thursday. We want to keep the sharing, learning and
inspiration going, but health and safety are priorities in
these times. For login information, see our website at
http://auduboncorvallis.org.

Ryan Baumbusch holds an Iberian Imperial Eagle in
Spain's Doñana National Park during his Fulbright
Scholarship research to study population dynamics of
the birds. (Photo Credit: Ryan Baumbusch)
Thanks to Eric Preston for guiding our Zoom meetings,
and Program Committee members Mai Kiigemagi and
Mikaela Lea for coordinating and scheduling. As
Mikaela has accepted a new job in Ashland in February
and will be leaving this area, we need another
volunteer or two to help with our program committee.
This year is pretty well scheduled, so it’s mostly
support and coordination this year. Can you please
contact us at the website noted above to help Mai and
Eric at least for the next 6 months?
We’re still open to speaker and program
suggestions for future meetings!!
Mikaela Lea, Program Committee
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ASC Website, Social Media
Reminder: for contact information to report injured,
rare, banded, or dead birds, check the ASC website
‘Birding’ tab, then the ‘Injured or Rare Birds’ subtab for
email and/or phone numbers. We are at:
http://auduboncorvallis.org.

Corvallis Audubon Facebook
Be sure to keep up to date and be inspired by joining
our ASC Facebook page. Just "like” us for the latest
news and pictures of wildlife that affect our local area.
Feel free to post about what is happening in your
neighborhood, street and back yard. Let's stay
connected. Join us on Facebook at CorvallisAudubon.
Nancy Demasi, ASC Facebook

Audubon Corvallis Instagram
Check us out on Instagram at auduboncorvallis. We
NEED a new coordinator for our Instagram account.
Please let us know at volunteerasc@gmail.com if you
can fill this hole. Doesn’t take much time. Thanks,
Christina Linkem, ASC Instagram

Second Saturday Field Trip
January 8, 2022
The first Second Saturday field trip of 2022 will be
January 8. We’ll meet at 8:00 AM at the shelter in
Willamette Park (end of SE Goodnight Ave.) and tour
the park. This four-hour excursion is free and geared to
people with an interest in learning more about birds
that can be found in the Corvallis area. All levels of
expertise are welcome. Bring suitable hats, shoes, and
rain gear, as well as water and snacks! Participation
will be limited due to the ongoing pandemic and face
coverings will be required. Please email
CorvallisAudubonSecondSaturday@gmail.com to sign
up. Led by Duncan Evered and Caryn Stoess. Weather
may alter plans.
Caryn Stoess & Duncan Evered

2022 Extended Field Trips on Hold
Until Pandemic Situation is
Resolved AND we Get a NEW Field
Trips chairperson!
We still need a new weekend field trips chair or
co-chairs, ASAP to begin transitioning with and
learning from our amazing coordinator of 50 years of
fantastic birding trips, Fred Ramsey. Please help us
continue the tradition! Even if you can only coordinate
one or two field trips a year, please step up so we don’t
lose this popular and invaluable program for ASC.
We are not yet planning any specific multi-day field
trips. COVID-19 conditions don’t allow that yet. If that
situation changes, AND SOMEONE STEPS UP TO
MANAGE THE PROCESS, we will plan for 2022 in:
Bandon; Klamath Basin; Rogue Valley with
Shakespeare; Malheur NWR; Summer Lake;
Wallowas; Steens Mountain; and a Shorebird Search. If
these don’t work, we can try to find other venues
and/or other transportation, so that we may enjoy this
great state of ours. Stay tuned and keep up-to-date by
checking our website. Suggestions are welcome to
auduboncorvallis@gmail.com.
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Gardening for Birds
Oregon White Oak: Supporting
Wildlife

Classic form and complexity of Oregon White Oak
We emphasize the importance of native plants for
hosting insects and birds. In the Willamette Valley, the
pre-eminent species among these natives is Oregon
White Oak (Quercus garryanna) and oaks in their
native ranges throughout North America. This has
been well-known among naturalists for many years and
the noted author, Douglas Tallamy, recently wrote a
book about oaks, The Nature of Oaks. Professor
Tallamy is based in Delaware, but his take home
conclusions apply here, as well.
Of particular importance to many species of birds is
insect diversity supported by oaks. This is the focus of
Tallamy’s book. Eastern oak species host something
over 500 insect species, far and away more than any
other species in his region, native or not.
Another important feature of oaks is acorn
production. Ecologists estimate that about 20 pounds
of acorns per tree are produced in a good year. A
number of species of birds feed on acorns, from Acorn
Woodpecker to Band-tailed Pigeon to Wood Duck to
California Scrub-Jay. Acorn production is generally
observed to be sporadic, and ecologists have proposed
several possible reasons for this. At our place,
however, we have had several good years in a row,
which makes me wonder about better pollination

conditions during our dry springs. Starting in August,
both species of jay start harvesting acorns, making
numerous trips between the trees and their cache.
Soon, the next crop of oak seedlings appears,
scattered around the property.
What else is oak good for? Oaks support a range of
epiphytic species: mistletoe, lichen, moss and ferns,
which themselves play a role in the food web. A good
example is the production of mistletoe berries which
birds avidly seek in early winter. As oaks lose
branches, high quality nest cavities form. As branches
and trees fall, decaying logs support a whole suite of
invertebrates and build soil. Oaks’ size and complexity
provides shade in open areas, as well as perches for
birds to scan for prey or otherwise assess the
landscape. Oaks are also fire resistant, especially
compared to Douglas-fir, an important consideration in
this era of heat and drought. In recent years, several
properties in the Oak Creek area have removed the
Douglas-fir on their property and left the oak.
Oregon White Oak is not a species that we
generally pick up at the nursery to take home and
plant. It is thought to be slow growing and fussy about
overwatering. Typically, the shoots grow fairly slowly as
the root system becomes well-established. This
happens more quickly in better soils with appropriate
moisture. Once established, shoot growth increases
and the crown starts filling out. If Oregon White Oak
already grows on your property, cherish and nurture it.
It is contributing significantly to the neighborhood’s food
web. Better yet, support efforts to protect and restore
oak stands in the Willamette Valley.

Black-throated Gray Warbler gleaning insects on oak.
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under; Meadow, 6-8; Matilda, 9-11; Luna, 12-17; and
Juliana, 18+. The grand prize winner was Penelope,
age12. Congratulations to the winners and thank you to
all who participated!
We couldn’t have done this without our many
dedicated volunteers, Meika Vingelen, Mikaela Lea,
Mai Kiimagi, Liz Hogan, Tricia Bowlby, Dale, Sue
Powell, Phyllis, Dodie Wilson, and of course our
gracious judges, Karli Hall, Susan Dornfeld, and
Catherine Mullins. Thank you all so much for all your
time and energy!

Thank you!
White-breasted Nuthatch is an oak-dependent species.

The ASC Education Team thanks Dan Rosenberg for
his generous donation of a Bushnell Spotting Scope
and car mount. This is a wonderful addition to our
education program and will help us get more people
excited about birds.
Dodie Wilson
Due to increased COVID numbers, the ASC
Education team will not be running any in-person
programs currently. Keep watching this column
and the ASC website for updates.
Meika Vingelen and Dodie Wilson,
Education Co-Chairs

Hesthavn News
Acorn Woodpecker build their colonies in oak groves.
Text and Photos by William Proebsting

Education News
Connect with Nature Coloring
Contest Results
The second annual Connect with Nature Bird Coloring
Contest was a success! With entries from different
areas and of all ages, we received positive feedback
from the community and made some participants very
happy with their certificates or prizes. The winners in
the different age groups are as follows: Alaniss, 5 and

Work on new kiosks at Hesthavn has been completed.
In the interest of serving our Spanish-speaking
neighbors we doubled our kiosk display space.
Information will now be posted in both English and
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Spanish. Up in the parking lot a second kiosk has been
installed.

the problem with the rooms, but obligingly included
them in the plans. Though we soon deviated from the
plans that Cy drew up, the fact that there were plans
drawn up by a certified architect was instrumental in
making the nature center seem like a real thing. Many
thanks again Cy!
Ray Drapek, Hesthavn Chair

January work parties (all from 10
AM to 2 PM on a Sunday):

Next to the main building we removed the old kiosk and
placed two display boxes on the south wall of the
building next to the new ramp. In the interest of
providing some shelter for the kiosks we had a roof
installed over the new ramp. The whole arrangement
now has a back-porch feel to it. Come visit and relax
on one of the chairs. Bring your banjo!
Ray Drapek, Hesthavn Chair

On a sad note —
Corvallis architect Cy Stadsvold died on November
29th. In a Corvallis Gazette Times article, they noted
his many community service contributions including
Rotary Club, Corvallis Ambassadors, Corvallis
Chamber of Commerce, Children’s Farm Home Board,
OSU Folk Club, and the Boy Scouts. They missed one.
Cy also was instrumental in getting our own Hesthavn
nature center off the ground. Twenty plus years ago we
had a drafty old horse barn that we were hoping to
convert into a nature center. I approached Cy about
drawing up some plans for a renovation of the barn.
For a nominal fee Cy did this. The original plans were
considerably more modest than what we have now.
Only the corner room where we were planning to store
our museum collection was to be fully enclosed,
insulated, and climate controlled. The rest of the barn
was to remain drafty with no insulation, no heat, and
half inch gaps between all the siding boards. I wanted
some classroom space in the plan and requested that
Cy include some unrealistically small rooms. He noted

January 9, Weeding work party, mostly working on
blackberries and shiny geranium.
January 23, Barn and yard work party. We'll be
working on basic maintenance tasks, which
includes things like sweeping the barn and
checking the mouse traps.
February 6, Weeding work party
February 20, Barn and yard work party
Check the ASC website or the Hesthavn Facebook
page for up-to-the-minute info
Ray Drapek, Hesthavn Chair

Our Trails Are Still Open to Enjoy
Nature
Hesthavn’s trails and outdoor facilities are still open to
our guests during daylight hours, as long as you
observe social distancing and wear a mask within 6
feet of others.

Directions to Hesthavn
8590 NW Oak Creek Drive, Corvallis. Take Harrison
west from downtown Corvallis; after you cross 53rd, it
becomes Oak Creek Drive. Pass Bald Hill farm and
follow the brown signs for ‘Nature Center.’ Hesthavn
will be on your left shortly before the end of Oak Creek
Dr.
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Community Notes
Willamette Valley Bird Symposium
Returns in 2022

● habitat restoration or preservation
Winners are introduced at an ASC General Meeting
and presented with engraved plaques. Their names are
added to a permanent plaque at Hesthavn Nature
Center.

Registration for the 2022 Willamette Valley Bird
Symposium is open now for the free, one day, virtual
event on Saturday, January 29 from 9:00 AM to 4:00
PM!
The 2022 Symposium will be held VIRTUALLY to
ensure the safety of participants and broaden our
audience. We are still offering great talks and
opportunities for valuable conversations among bird
enthusiasts of all ages and backgrounds.
The 2022 event will be FREE. Links for accessing
virtual talks will be provided upon registration.
There will be multiple plenary talks this year by:
● Dr. John Marzluff
● Dr. Liba Pejchar
● Sara Wolman
If you are interested in attending this year or know of
anyone wanting to attend, here is the link for
registration.
If you have any questions, please email
wvbsquestions@gmail.com or visit our website.
Noelle Moen, Willamette Valley Bird Symposium
Communications Team

Did You Know? The Homer
Campbell Award
The Homer Campbell ASC Environmental Award,
established in 2005, recognizes a local (Linn, Benton,
Lincoln, and Polk counties) individual or organization
who has made significant contributions to
environmental stewardship, awareness, and outreach.
Nominations are made every two years in
even-numbered years (except during pandemics)
based on:
● promotion of environmentally sustainable
practices
● leadership on local environmental issues
● classroom education of environmental
stewardship

Bob Altman won the Homer Campbell Award in
2018, the most recent recipient. He has worked for
decades on the conservation of birds across the Pacific
Northwest, with particular attention to species
inhabiting grasslands and oak woodlands in western
Oregon and Washington.
He was the first to spotlight the decline of Western
Meadowlarks, Horned Larks, Vesper Sparrows,
White-breasted Nuthatches, and Chipping Sparrows.
He organized and conducted a survey of grassland bird
species that is now a standard reference for
researchers and conservationists working on these
species.
Check out the amazing biographies of past winners
on the ASC website Homer Campbell Award page.

Want to Help? ASC Needs an HC
Award Chair
You may have noticed that it is time to present a new
Homer Campbell Award in 2022. Our previous HC
Award chair has moved away, so ASC needs a new
Chairperson to lead the nominating committee. It is a
team effort and highly rewarding to recognize major
conservation efforts in our area. Contact
audubon.corvalls@gmail.com.
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Malheur National Wildlife Refuge
Gets Motus Towers
While many automated bird tracking programs exist,
collaborating on those programs isn’t always easy. That
is, until the Motus Wildlife Tracking System (Motus)
was created.
Motus is a global network of researchers using
automated radio telemetry to monitor birds, insects
(like butterflies), and bats. Individuals that are fitted
with nano radio tags (nanotags) for a project in one
region will be recorded by all other Motus towers that
they pass. Their information is recorded by the tower,
processed by Motus, and all data is sent to the project
lead.
To make the Motus system as effective as possible
requires towers to be distributed across the landscape.
These towers consist of antennae that look a little like
television antennae. Until a few weeks ago, there were
no Motus towers in Eastern Oregon. But, with the
addition of two towers at Malheur National Wildlife
Refuge this is no longer the case!
For more information:
https://malheurfriends.org/2021/12/monitoring-at-malhe
ur-gets-tech-upgrade/
excerpt from story by Teresa Wicks, Portland
Audubon’s Eastern Oregon Field Coordinator

Airlie-Albany Christmas Bird Count
This CBC will be held on Sunday, January 2. The count
circle includes Corvallis north of Crescent Valley High
School, most of Albany, E.E. Wilson Wildlife Area,
Luckiamute State Natural Area, Ankeny NWR,
southern outskirts of Monmouth-Independence, and
more. If you'd like to participate for all or part of that
day, especially if you enjoy walking in McDonald-Dunn
State Forest, please contact Paul Adamus,
adamus7@comcast.net

Snow Goose Festival Is ON
Save the dates, January 27-30, 2022, for the 22nd
Annual Snow Goose Festival of the Pacific Flyway in
Chico, California.

The 2022 festival will focus on being outdoors, and
offer only field trips, due to the ongoing pandemic.
Registration starts NOW!. For information go to:
www.snowgoosefestival.org or
info@snowgoosefestival.org
In the meantime, Explore.org has added a new
webcam at the Sacramento National Wildlife Refuge to
see Snow Geese, Northern Pintails, and Greater
White-fronted Geese in the thousands.

Board Meeting Summary
December 9, 2021
Present: Phyllis Bailey, Bev Clark, Kelly Collins, Ray
Drapek, Teri Engbring, Jim and Karan Fairchild, Mai
Kiigemagi, Mikaela Lea, Susan McNutt, Suzanne Ortiz,
Carolyn Peterson, Sue Powell, Eric Preston, and Dodie
Wilson.
November Board meeting minutes were approved
as submitted.

Officer Reports
VP/Program Committee Mikaela is working on March
presenter.

Committee and Team Reports
Education Mikaela reported 44 entries in the 2021
Connect with Nature Bird coloring contest; 23 in the 6
to 8 yr. old range. Grand prize was won by 12 yr. old
Penelope with her impressive rendition of a Great Blue
Heron.
Winter Wildlife Field Day (WWFD) Dodie Wilson will
check on hybrid activities for the March 1-3, 2022
event. We may or may not participate.
CHAT Teri told us Kelly Collins will be the primary
editor beginning next month.
Conservation Jim Fairchild requested a vote that ASC
sign on to a letter regarding the Quartzville-Middle
Santiam River (QMS) Project. The motion passed.
Publicity/Social Media Sue Powell reported 2,000
hacking attempts in 8 hrs.
Hesthavn Ray Drapek, Kiosk Project is completely
done. Making Ray’s Trail ADA Compliant is on the
to-do list.
1. Kerstin Frueh organizes work parties that will
hopefully continue.
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2. Handbook of Birds of the World Fred
Ramsey has offered to donate to Hesthavn.
(“The Handbook of the Birds of the World
(HBW); first handbook to cover every known
living species of bird.”)
3. January / February Work Parties Sundays
10AM to 2 PM; Jan. 9: Weeds; Jan. 23: Barn
and yard; Feb. 6: Weeds; Feb. 20: Barn and
yard.
Field Trips Participation will be limited due to the
ongoing pandemic and face coverings will be required.
Email CorvallisAudubonSecondSaturday@gmail.com
to sign up. Led by Duncan Evered and Caryn Stoess.
Weather may alter plans.
Old Business: Bev Clark Christmas Bird Count, see
article in CHAT and on website.
New Business Suzanne Ortiz, Diversity committee is
waiting for OBH to send text.
Next meeting January 13, 2022 to be held at Dodie
Wilson's home.
Meeting adjourned at 8:08 PM.
Susan McNutt, Board Secretary

Statements on Diversity/Inclusion
and Land Acknowledgements
The Audubon Society of Corvallis Board has formed a
working committee to draft statements on diversity &
inclusion; and on land acknowledgement.
Any interested ASC members is welcome to join
the collaborative process by contacting us at
audubon.corvallis@gmail.com
Committee members: Ray Drapek, Dave Mellinger,
Suzanne Ortiz
Suzanne Ortiz

Open Board Meetings
ASC Board of Directors meetings are open to all ASC
members, and the Board encourages you to come and
see what we do. Our monthly Board meeting is on
Thursday, one week before the General Meeting. See
the Board meeting minutes or ASC website for location
and time.

Membership Corner
Welcome New Members:
Karen Ososki
Catherine Mullins
Erin Diabola
Melinda Manore
Adrienne Guy
Michael Lytton
Ula Renetskis

General Membership Renewal
Information
For membership renewal online go to the ASC website
(https://auduboncorvallis.org/membership/) and renew
via PayPal. To renew by USPS, mail a check to ASC,
PO Box 148, Corvallis, OR 97339.

Email Notifications/Meeting
Cancellations
We encourage members to join the ASC listserv to
receive emergency email notifications about meeting
cancellations related to weather conditions, updated
information about ASC events, fieldtrip locations, and
volunteer work parties. Send an email to the
administrator (Karan Fairchild, alderspr@peak.org) and
request to be added.

Have You Changed Your Contact
Info?
If you have moved recently or changed your email/mail
addresses, please update your information by emailing
it to adamus7@comcast.net.
Thank you for your generosity and support!
Paul Adamus, Membership Chair

Contributors to this Chat
Paul Adamus, Don Boucher, Kelly Collins, Ray
Drapek, Teri Engbring, Jim Fairchild, Mikaela Lea,
Susan McNutt, Suzanne Ortiz, Sue Powell, William
Proebsting, Jamie Simmons, Caryn Stoess, Naomi
Weidner, Dodie Wilson
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Chat Articles
The Chat editors (Kelly Collins, Teri Engbring, and
Naomi Weidner) welcome articles from all members of
the Audubon Society of Corvallis. Please submit
articles to the Chat editor by the fourth Thursday of the
month, unless another date is indicated in the Chat
calendar the previous month. Submit text using
Microsoft Word and photos to: chateditors@gmail.com.

Calendar
January 9, Weeding work party
January 13, Board Meeting
January 20, General Meeting – Ryan
Baumbusch, “Recent Barred Owl Research”
January 23, Barn and yard work party
January 27, February CHAT submissions due
February 6, Weeding work party
February 10, Board Meeting
February 17, General Meeting – Dave Mellinger,
“Research & Conservation of Marine Mammals”
February 20, Barn and yard work party
February 24, March CHAT submission deadline
Board and Member meetings may have to be
cancelled or changed to ZOOM due to pandemic
challenges, so please check our website for the
latest scheduling info.

Rough-Legged Hawk photo by Matt Lee
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Officers
Co-President
Co-President
Vice President
Secretary
Treasurer

Dave Mellinger
Karan Fairchild
Committee
Susan McNutt
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dmell3.14159(at)gmail.com
alderspr(at)peak.org
audubon.corvallis@gmail.com
daisidel@hotmail.com
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Mark Baldwin
Mikaela Lea
Christina Linkem
Suzanne Ortiz
Phyllis Bailey
Dodie Wilson

audubon.corvallis@gmail.com
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audubon.corvallis@gmail.com
pbgrebe2004@yahoo.com
dgwilson802(at)gmail.com

Board Members

Chairpersons
Birdathon
Karan Fairchild
Bluebird Trail
Matt Lee
CHAT Editors
Teri Engbring, Kelly Collins
Christmas Bird Count
Co-Chairs
Matt Lee & Bev Clark
Conservation
Jim Fairchild
Corvallis Sustainability Coalition
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Co-Coordinators
Dodie Wilson & Meika Vingelen
Field Trip - local
Duncan Evered, Caryn Stoess
Field Trip - regional
Fred Ramsey
Hesthavn
Ray Drapek
Historian
Marcia Cutler
Membership
Paul Adamus
Publicity
Sue Powell
Facebook, Nancy DeMasi
Instagram,Christina Linkem
Refreshments
Becky Garrett
Sales Table
Sally Shaw

alderspr(at)peak.org
BluebirdTrail.corvallisaudubon@gmail.com
chateditors(at)gmail.com
audubon.corvallis@gmail.com
alderspring@peak.org
Suzanne Ortiz
audubon.corvallis@gmail.com
asc.educationteam@gmail.com
CorvallisAudubonSecondSaturday@gmail.com
flramsey5(at)comcast.net
raydrapek(at)gmail.com
marciafcutler(at)comcast.net
adamus7(at)comcast.net
Website.auduboncorvallis@gmail.com
media.audubon.corvallis@gmail.com
cnlinkem(at)hawaii.edu
becky.bittern(at)yahoo.com
shaws(at)peak.org
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The CHAT is published 10 times a year by the Audubon Society of Corvallis,
PO Box 148, Corvallis OR 97339. Annual ASC memberships are $25 for an
individual; $35 for a family; $15 for students; $15 for CHAT-only
subscriptions (email delivery only); $50 for Supporting Level; $150 for Patron
Level; and $250 for Benefactor Level.

Interested in volunteering?
Please let us know:
volunteerasc@gmail.com

Find us online

https://auduboncorvallis.org/

https://www.facebook.com/CorvallisAudubon/

https://www.instagram.com/auduboncorvallis/
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