ASC Member meetings are held the third Thursday of
each month from September through May.
Presentations are now held on Zoom due to the global
Coronavirus pandemic, ASC has decided to wait until
Fall to (hopefully!) resume in-person programs. Our
policy changes with pandemic status and restrictions.
For the latest place and login information, please visit
our website at auduboncorvallis.org.

ASC General Meeting
05/19/22 on ZOOM at 7:00 PM
Marbled Murrelets:
The Enigma of the Pacific
By Dr. Jonathon Valente
Dr. Jonathon Valente is a research ecologist and
statistician who combines these aspects of his
background to help understand species distributions
and population dynamics in human-modified
ecosystems. His work throughout the western
hemisphere has helped ecologists identify bird species
that are affected by habitat fragmentation, learn to
manage invasive plants without harming avian
communities, and integrate bird-friendly management
practices into tropical coffee farms.
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Jonathon is now a Postdoctoral Scholar in the Oregon
State University College of Forestry working on the
Oregon Marbled Murrelet Project
(www.oregonmurrelet.org), a scientific research effort
launched in 2015 to advance our knowledge about
basic murrelet biology. Jonathon will discuss how their
research team is using cutting-edge technology to
better understand murrelet habitat requirements,
movement, and limitations to population growth, as well
as how this research will be used to improve
management of public and private forest lands.
You can find a recording of the April Zoom Meeting on
beautiful Birds of Ecuador by Sue Powell and Matt Lee
here.
Older recordings of Zoom presentations can be found
here.
Thanks to Eric Preston for guiding our Zoom meetings
and Program Committee member Mai Kiigemagi for
setting up speakers. We need another volunteer or two
to help with our program committee! Please contact us
at the website noted above to help Mai and Eric!!
We’re still open to speaker and program suggestions
for future meetings!!
Mai and Eric, Program Committee

In This Issue:
Monthly Meeting Notes
2022-2023 Officers and Board Nominations
ASC Website and Social Media
Conservation Report
Field Trips – Second Saturday
Education News
Gardening for Birds
Springtime Delights - bird photo montage
Hesthavn News
Natural Areas Celebration Week
Community Notes
Board Meeting Summary
Membership Corner
Contributors to this CHAT
Calendar

1
2-4
4
4-5
5-6
6
6-7
8
9
9-11
11
11-12
12-13
13
13

2022-2023 Officers and
Board Nominations
The Board of Directors of the Audubon Society of
Corvallis offer the following slate of candidates to serve
in the 2022/2023 term, which begins at the summer
board meeting this August. Normally, the slate of
continuing and new board members is elected by the
members at the May General Meeting. Members
attending this year’s meeting on Zoom will be able to
vote virtually for the board on May 19, 2022.

Co-Presidents
Dave Mellinger has been a member of ASC since
2000 and a Board member most of that time. He's
currently Co-President, was Vice President for four
years, and has served intermittently as ASC
Conservation Chair over the last two decades. He's
also a professor at OSU, working in Corvallis and at
the Hatfield Marine Science Center in Newport, where
he studies sounds of whales and other marine and
terrestrial species. Until we can entice a volunteer to
serve as chapter vice president, Dave will also host the
Board and Member meetings next year.
Karan Fairchild has been involved with the Audubon
Society of Corvallis for over 30 years. She’s served in
many capacities during that time, including
Member-at-Large, Secretary, and fundraising
chairperson. She instigated the successful Birdathon
fundraisers, and also has served on the bylaws,
nominations, Homer Campbell Award, and Hesthavn
committees, and in several other functions. Past duties
also included bluebird trail, sales table, fair booths, and
publicity. She and her husband Jim have done a local
Christmas bird count for over 35 years and a Breeding
Bird Survey in the Coast Range for over 25 years.

Vice President
As no one has stepped up to take the vice president
role, we are improvising with Co-President Dave
Mellinger hosting meetings, and a committee of
volunteers helping to find and book speakers for the 9
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monthly member meetings. Thanks to Mai Kiigemagi
for setting up speakers for the programs and Eric
Preston for providing Zoom expertise for the meetings!

Secretary
Susan McNutt moved back to Corvallis in 1978, raised
3 children, and still lives in the same house. She retired
in 2007 after spending 28 years serving as secretary
and office manager in multiple departments at Oregon
State University. She is enjoying her third year as a
member of the Corvallis Audubon Society and is
learning a lot about birding and conservation. She
volunteers in various capacities for several other
organizations, loves to travel, and repairs quilts as a
hobby.

Treasurer
Carolyn Peterson is completing her second year as
ASC Treasurer with rave reviews. After raising two
sons, Carolyn retired after nearly two decades as a
CPA. She moved to Corvallis from Sherwood, Oregon
with her husband Curt about seven years ago.
Relocating to Corvallis was a return to her stomping
grounds of the early 80s when she was a Geology
graduate student at OSU. Although not a “lister,”
Carolyn has enjoyed observing birds since childhood.

Board-members-at-large
Marge Popp has lived in Corvallis since 2006 and
been an ASC member for much of that time. She has
loved birding ever since 2000, when a friend in AZ
showed her a bird through binoculars. She especially
enjoys the congenial nature of birding. She participates
in several local community building activities and
advocates for local news, responsible local
government, and accountable corporate presence. She
has attended many field trips over the years and is a
big fan of the community cohesion that the ASC
fosters. She has an MBA from UC Berkeley and spent
much of her fifty-year career in Information Technology.
She looks forward to becoming more involved with
ASC initiatives.
Dodie Wilson has served in many positions for ASC
over the years. She has volunteered for the Corvallis

Schools Naturalist-in-Residence program where she
co-taught a program on birds. In 2001 Dodie received a
Masters in Wildlife Science from OSU and has worked
in a number of temporary positions doing bird,
amphibian, and small mammal surveys. With her
daughters off to college, Dodie has become more
involved with the education and conservation efforts of
ASC. Last year Dodie and Meika Vingelen teamed up
as the new Co-chairs of our very active Education
program.
Bev Clark has been an active member of the Audubon
Society of Corvallis for many years and has served in
many capacities. She is an avid birder and a pilot. She
currently co-chairs the Corvallis Christmas Bird Count
and the Sales Table. She also monitors one of the
bluebird trails in and around Corvallis.
Suzanne Ortiz has been a member of Audubon
chapters in the San Francisco Bay Area, New York
City, and Corvallis. She served as the ASC
membership chair from 2012-2019 and is the current
ASC liaison to the Corvallis Sustainability Coalition.
She’s participated in the Corvallis & Airlie/Albany
Christmas Bird Counts, volunteered at Winter Wildlife
Field Days at Finley NWR and at Hesthavn Nature
Center. She has also enjoyed many wonderful ASC
field trips throughout Oregon.
Mark Baldwin has lived in Corvallis since 1987. He
has been an active member of ASC since retiring in
2013, a Member-at-Large of the Board, and Vice
President. An avid birder, he has participated in many
ASC field trips (including a month with Fred’s team in
Australia) and enjoys travel and birding with his wife,
Carla. For 25 years, he taught Applied Tech
(woodworking to pre-engineering) at Crescent Valley
High School and was co-founder of the school’s FIRST
Robotics team. Photographing birds and other wildlife,
and time with kids and grandkids highlight his life now.
Phyllis Bailey has lived in Corvallis for almost 24
years and has been a member of ASC since 2000. She
is a nearly life-long birdwatcher with a deep
appreciation for the natural world, and a retired
teacher. She has served on the ASC Education Team
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for the past nine years, participating in Winter Wildlife
Field Days, Girl Scout Day Camps, and education
events at various schools and in the field, and has
served on ASC's board for the past year. She looks
forward to continuing to spread the Audubon message
of protecting, promoting, and preserving wildlife
through her Audubon activities.
Karan Fairchild, Co-President
Please consider a personal role in our 100%
volunteer team and let us know what role YOU
would like to play in keeping Audubon Society of
Corvallis an important and active participant in the
community.
Karan Fairchild and Dave Mellinger, Co-Presidents

ASC Website/Social Media
Conserve/Protect
See what your Conservation Team is doing to meet
ASC’s mission of advocating for responsible public
policy pertaining to wildlife habitats. On the ‘Audubon in
the News’ subpage of the ‘Conserve/Protect’ page,
there are two new categories:
● Action Items Sign a petition or use your own
words to send a message to a management
agency. Until June 1, the Oregon Department of
Forestry is accepting comments about how to
protect forest habitats for the next 70 years.
● Current Issues contains short descriptions of
positions that Conservation Chair Jim Fairchild
and the ASC Board have supported. Issues
include logging on Old Peak Road, saline lakes,
Coffin Butte Landfill, rainforests, and climate
change.

Avian Flu
This disease is circling the world again, causing
confusion about whether and how to feed wild birds at
home. The homepage has information about which
species have been affected during this round of the
disease and what actions you can take to ensure a
safe environment for your feathered friends.

eBird
An ASC member remarked that she had discovered a
remarkable new birding resource: eBird. Managed by
the Cornell Lab of Ornithology, eBird is very useful for
finding bird sightings around the world, zeroing in on
hotspots, sharing sightings, tracking your bird lists, and
reviewing photos and audio recordings of birds. You
can also find the link to eBird on the ‘Birding
Resources’ subpage of the ‘Birding’ page.
Reminder: for contact information to report injured,
rare, banded, or dead birds, check the ASC website
‘Birding’ tab, then the ‘Injured or Rare Birds’ subtab for
email and/or phone numbers. We are at: .
Sue Powell, ASC Website

Corvallis Audubon Facebook
Be sure to keep up-to-date and be inspired by joining
our ASC Facebook page. Just "like” us for the latest
news and pictures of wildlife that affect our local area.
Feel free to post about what is happening in your
neighborhood, street and back yard. Let's stay
connected. Join us on Facebook at CorvallisAudubon.
Nancy Demasi, ASC Facebook

Audubon Corvallis Instagram
Check us out on Instagram at auduboncorvallis. We
NEED a new coordinator for our Instagram account. If
you can fill this hole let us know at
volunteerasc@gmail.com. Doesn’t take much time.
Thanks,
Christina Linkem, ASC Instagram

Conservation Report
Forest Protection Victories: Moving
In a Better Direction
Wolves have made a documented appearance in the
Metolius River basin, ground water appropriations in
Christmas Valley are depleting the Summer Lake
wildlife refuge of water, extended drought forecast for
even more Oregon counties. Is there any end to
conservation news - good and bad?
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This week alone has been quite a surprise for this
veteran forest conservationist, and excuse me if I miss
other issues.
The City of Corvallis canceled its most recent
logging contract to log and harvest more than 1 million
board feet of timber in its Corvallis forest, which is
along the recently opened Corvallis-to-the-Sea (C2C)
trail on Old Peak Road. This is part of the city
municipal watershed supplying roughly ¼ of the city
water supply. This was just the latest of almost 15
years of similar-scaled annual logging entries which
are now almost entirely above a new point of diversion
where Corvallis intends to take even more water from
Rock Creek. There has been no specific reason given
for halting the logging, recently set to begin April 15th,
but in the face of some public outcry and clear
evidence of rules violations, I imagine there wasn’t
enough to justify payment of the ½ million-dollar budget
deficit for Public Works. Corvallis is now aware that it
can no longer continue logging in its watershed without
public input. There is hope the Corvallis forest can be
managed to maximize carbon uptake and storage to
reduce the carbon footprint. See
www.friendsofthewatershed.org
The Oregon Court of Appeals rejected county
claims against the state for not managing county lands
transferred to the state to maximize timber revenues,
under the Linn County et al “timber lawsuit.” Linn and
14 other counties—including Benton—hoped to
replenish revenues diminished by tax law that greatly
reduce forest land property taxes, even if other values
of state forest lands are reduced. The ruling not only
clearly rejected that a contractual relationship between
county and state ever existed, but that the judge in Linn
County erred in not dismissing the case at its outset. I
have written Benton County Commissioners to urge
they support no further appeal, and recommend your
own commissioners hear from you.
On Earth Day, April 22nd, President Biden ordered
the Department of the Interior and Department of
Agriculture to come up with a shared definition of
mature and old-growth forests and gave them a year to
take stock of their numbers in the U.S. After collecting
that data, the agencies must come up with new policies
to manage and conserve these wooded areas with an
eye towards threats like wildfires. On average, the

carbon stored by forests, harvested wood products,
and urban trees offsets around 14% of carbon released
each year in the U.S., according to a 2020 Forest
Service report. Our Pacific coastal temperate
rainforests have an unmatched capacity to store
carbon when left intact, so I hope we can lobby to
make this our lasting contribution to future generations
locally and globally.
Jim Fairchild, Conservation Chair

Field Trips
Second Saturday Field Trip
May 14, 2022
The Second Saturday field trip will coincide with World
Migratory Bird Day. We’ll meet at 8 AM at the shelter in
Willamette Park (end of SE Goodnight Ave.) and tour
the park. This four-hour excursion is free and geared to
people with an interest in learning more about birds
that can be found in the Corvallis area. All levels of
expertise are welcome. Bring suitable hats, shoes, and
rain gear, as well as water and snacks! Participation
will be limited due to the ongoing pandemic, and face
coverings will be required. Please email
CorvallisAudubonSecondSaturday@gmail.com to sign
up. Led by Duncan Evered and Caryn Stoess. Weather
may alter plans.
Duncan Evered and Caryn Stoess

2022 Extended Field Trips on Hold
Until Pandemic Situation is
Resolved AND we Get a NEW Field
Trips chairperson!
Yes, we still need a new weekend field trips chair or
co-chairs, ASAP to begin transitioning with and
learning from Fred Ramsey, our amazing coordinator of
50 years of fantastic birding trips. Please help us
continue the tradition! Even if you can only coordinate
one or two field trips a year, please step up so we don’t
lose this popular and invaluable program for ASC.
We are not yet planning any specific multi-day field
trips. COVID-19 conditions don’t allow that yet - if that
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situation changes AND SOMEONE STEPS UP TO
MANAGE THE PROCESS. We will plan for potential
2022 trips to Bandon, Klamath Basin, Rogue Valley
with Shakespeare, Malheur NWR, Summer Lake, and
the Wallowas, Steens Mountain, and a Shorebird
Search. If these don’t work, we can try to find other
venues and/or other transportation, so that we may
enjoy this great state of ours. Stay tuned and keep
up-to-date by checking our website. Suggestions are
welcome to auduboncorvallis@gmail.com

Education News
Local Artist Designs ASC Sticker

The stickers are 3” in diameter and will be given
away to children participating in our educational
outreach programs. They will also be available for $3 at
our book and raffle sales table at our general meetings
this Fall.

Education Happenings in May
●

●

●

May 2-6 from Noon-2 PM: Hesthavn Open
House The Nature Center will be open to
showcase our wonderful Bluebird Trail display
as well as information on the Yurok Tribe’s
involvement in the captive breeding and release
of California Condors.
May 7: Four volunteers will be heading to Camp
Whispering Winds (a Girl Scout Camp in Kings
Valley) on May 7 to introduce K-2 grade Girl
Scouts to bird identification.
May 14: ASC Education Team will hold another
Family Bird Trail Day at Hesthavn from 10 AM Noon. May 14 is World Migratory Bird Day so
the theme will be migration.

If you have an interest in volunteering for these or
future events, please contact Dodie Wilson at
asc.educationteam@gmail.com.
Dodie Wilson, Education Co-Chair
This ASC sticker was designed by local artist Casey
Cruse. Casey grew up in the Corvallis area and
describes herself as an artist, entomologist, and
outdoor enthusiast. Her watercolors are inspired by the
beautiful natural landscapes around us. When she’s
not in her art studio, you can find her hiking in the
backcountry or foraging for wild mushrooms. If not
there, she may be in her laboratory researching
insects!
When Casey paints a landscape, she tries to
imagine what it would look like through the eyes of the
wild animals that call it home. She is passionate about
wildlife and ecosystem conservation. She hopes that
her art reminds people of all the beautiful spaces that
we need to protect and care for.
To see more of her work, you can follow her on
Instagram at @casey_cruse or visit her Etsy shop at
caseycruse.com.

Gardening for Birds
Try Elderberries for Showy Fruit
That Birds Love

Fig. 1 Flowering Red Elderberry
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Fig. 2 Ripe Fruit of Red Elderberry
We have two species of Elderberry in our area,
Blue (BE) (Sambucus nigra subsp. cerulea) and Red
(RE) (Sambucus racemosa). Both are easy to grow in
sun to part shade. Both species produce abundant
clusters of small white flowers, RE in April (Fig. 1) and
BE in June, followed by red fruit in June (Fig. 2) or blue
fruit in September.

Fig. 4 Cedar Waxwing on Blue Elderberry
Both elderberry species provide larger, coarser
features in the landscape. RE grows to 10-20’ tall,
typically as a multi-stemmed shrub. BE to 30’ as a
large shrub or small tree. Plants produce more flowers
when pruned to produce vigorous shoots, receive
occasional deep water and plenty of light. Pruning
should consist of removing weaker and older branches,
leaving younger, healthier shoots.

Fig. 3 American Robin of Blue Elderberry
Birds avidly consume both species. In our garden,
Black-headed Grosbeaks consume most of the RE fruit
before they ripen. In other situations, one can see
almost any bird species eating RE fruit after ripening:
robins, thrushes, bluebirds, waxwings, towhees, etc.
BE likewise attracts an array of bird species, including
Band-tailed Pigeon. When a flock of Cedar Waxwings
arrive, masses of fruit disappear quickly (Fig. 3-5).

Fig. 5 Fox Sparrow on Blue Elderberry
The vegetative parts of elderberry and the fruit are
more or less toxic when fresh, but fruit preserves,
syrup, cordials and wine are traditional “medicinal”
products.
Text and photos William Proebsting

Audubon Society of Corvallis

7

Audubon Society of Corvallis

8

Hesthavn News
Hesthavn Work-Party Schedules
For the four Youth Volunteer Corps work parties, we
will have as many as 10 kids working on many
miscellaneous tasks. We could use some adult
volunteer help to supervise!
Bring work gloves and snacks for a picnic lunch at
noon.
Sunday May 15, 10 AM to Noon - Weed work party.
Activities will likely include thistle and teasel
pulling.
Sunday May 29, 10 AM to Noon - Barn and yard work
party. Working through the check-list.
Sunday June 19, 10 AM to Noon - Barn and Yard work
party. Working through the check-list.
Wednesday June 22, 10 AM to Noon. Youth Volunteer
Corps work party.
Sunday June 26, 10 AM to Noon - Weed work party.
Activities will likely include thistle and teasel
pulling.
Wednesday July 6, 10 AM to Noon. Youth Volunteer
Corps work party.
Sunday July 17, 10 AM to Noon - Weed work party.
Possibly we will work on clearing out weeds for
the caged plants.
Wednesday July 27, 10 AM to Noon. Youth Volunteer
Corps work party.
Sunday July 31, 10 AM to Noon. Barn and yard work
party. Working through the check-list.
Wednesday August 10, 10 AM to Noon. Youth
Volunteer Corps work party.
Sunday August 14, 10 AM to Noon. Weed work party.
Possibly we will work on clearing out weeds for
the caged plants.
Sunday September 4, 10 AM to Noon. Weed work
party. We will have to see what most needs to
be done on this day. Unfortunately, there are
always plenty of invasive weeds to work on.
Check the ASC website or the Hesthavn Facebook
page for up-to-the-minute info.
Ray Drapek, Hesthavn Chair

Our Trails Are Still Open to Enjoy
Nature
Hesthavn’s trails and outdoor facilities are open to our
guests during daylight hours.
Directions to Hesthavn at 8590 NW Oak Creek
Drive, Corvallis: Take Harrison west from downtown
Corvallis; after you cross 53rd, it becomes Oak Creek
Drive. Pass Bald Hill farm and follow the brown signs
for ‘Nature Center.’ Hesthavn will be on your left shortly
before the end of Oak Creek Dr.

Natural Areas Celebration
Week
The 13th Annual Natural Areas Celebration Week
(NACW) will take place May 1-8! NACW is sponsored
by the Corvallis Sustainability Coalition Natural Areas
Action Team & its partner organizations. Community
members are invited to enjoy wildflower walks, learn
about native seed production, or join a work party or
restoration effort.
The first week of May coincides with the peak of
wildflower blooms along many Willamette Valley
riparian areas and in honor of NACW, the Audubon
Society of Corvallis will open Hesthavn Nature Center
from M-F, Noon-2 PM.

Monday, May 2, 10 AM - Noon
Farming for the Future: Native
Seed Production Tour
Join the Institute for Applied Ecology (IAE) and Benton
Soil and Water Conservation District (BSWCD) as part
of this year's NACW to tour IAE’s native plant farm with
experts in propagating and producing native plants to
provide restoration sites with pollinator and wildlife
resources.
Location: Oregon State University Vegetable Farm, off
Hwy 34
Sponsor: IAE and BSWCD
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Contact: Michel Wiman (visit Farming for the Future:
Native Seed Production Tour - Institute for Applied
Ecology to register)

Monday, May 2, 6-7:30 PM
Jackson Frazier Wetland Bird Walk
Join local wetland scientist and bird expert Dr. Paul
Adamus on a nature walk to learn about and identify
bird species. Bring binoculars and spotting scopes if
you have them. Light refreshments will be provided.
Open to the public, free.
Sponsored by Benton County Natural Areas, Parks and
Events Department.

Monday-Friday, May 2-6,
Noon-2 PM
Hesthavn Nature Center will be
open to the public!
Visit our Nature Center and the new Bluebird
installation that honors the efforts of Elsie Eltzroth and
the team of volunteers that promoted the conservation
of Western Bluebirds in the Willamette Valley. Compare
your arm-span to the wingspan of a California Condor
and enjoy a walk on our trails to see the spring
wildflowers in bloom along Oak Creek.
8590 Oak Creek Drive, Corvallis, OR
Open to the public, family-friendly, free.
Contact: audubon.corvallis@gmail.com
Sponsor: Audubon Society of Corvallis

Thursday, May 5, 9 AM–Noon
Snag Boat Bend Volunteer Event
Snag Boat Bend is a part of Willamette Riverkeeper’s
spring clean-up and restoration effort! What to Do:
Carpool if you can. Dress for the weather and bring
water, work gloves and closed-toed shoes. Tools, trash
bags and trash grabbers will be provided. Coffee and
snacks provided!
Co-sponsored by Willamette Riverkeeper, US Fish and
Wildlife Service, Long Tom Watershed Council and the
Friends of the Willamette Valley National Wildlife
Refuge Complex.

Register here.

Saturday, May 7, 10 AM-Noon
Wildflower Walk around
Woodpecker Loop Trail at William
L. Finley NWR
Celebrate NACW by learning about native plants. Meet
at the Woodpecker Loop parking lot for a gentle hike
through woodlands and prairie habitats. We’ll be
looking for Calochortus tolmeii (Pussy Ears) in bloom
and many other early spring flowers.
Sponsored by the Native Plant Society of Oregon,
Corvallis chapter. Family-friendly, no RSVP needed.
For more information contact Esther at 541-990-0948
or estherco@peak.org.

Saturday, May 7, Noon-2 PM
Golden Paintbrush Tour, WL Finley
NWR
Guided tour by Tom Kaye, Executive Director, Institute
for Applied Ecology
Discover the luminous golden paintbrush, once a
plentiful Willamette Valley wildflower, and hear about
IAE’s efforts to restore the species back to Oregon.
Meet at the Finley NWR Woodpecker Loop Trailhead.
Sponsored by the Institute for Applied Ecology
Family-friendly, no RSVP needed

Sunday, May 8, 1-3 PM
Work Party at Bald Hill Natural
Area – Dunawi Creek Regeneration
Project
If you are not spending time celebrating your mother,
spend two hours at a work party celebrating Mother
Earth by helping create a riparian zone for a creek and
wetland buried for 100 years in a pipe and now being
resurrected above ground. To understand this project
view:
A Gift for the Dunawi Creek Regeneration Site at the
Bald Hill Natural Area - YouTube
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Co-sponsored by the Corvallis Sustainability Coalition
Water Action Team and the Marys Peak Sierra Club
Chapter.
Contact Dave Eckert to register and receive directions,
logistics and further info:
deckert@willamettewatershed.com
Suzanne Ortiz

Community Notes
Avian Flu 2022
Avian flu (AvFlu) does not affect all birds the same way.
Both raptors and domestic poultry are highly
susceptible to the current strain, but wild songbirds are
not and they do not transmit the disease easily. The
Centers for Disease Control notes that transmission of
AvFlu from birds to humans is very rare.
The Cornell Lab of Ornithology, working with the
USDA APHIS National Wildlife Disease Program, has
compiled a summary of research on this year's spread
of AvFlu. Because the disease is a very low risk for wild
songbirds, they do not recommend taking down bird
feeders. However, people who raise poultry or
waterfowl should separate domestic bird food from wild
bird feeders. Nest box monitors should wear
disposable gloves or wash their hands well. Please
click here for the full article.
Bird feeders and bird baths must be cleaned
regularly in any season but especially to prevent the
spread of AvFlu. Remove droppings and dirt from the
outside of the feeders, wash them in soap and water or
a 10% bleach solution, and rinse well. Another option is
to wipe down the ports and outside of the feeders with
rubbing alcohol. For bird baths, dump out existing
water, spray with a hose, then use a brush to remove
algae and other debris. Rinse again and fill. For nesting
boxes, remove all debris once the season has ended.
Keeping an eye on your birds is also important lethargy or other abnormal behavior may be an
indication to clean feeders or take them down for a
period of time.
Karan Fairchild, Co-President

Thousands of Plants! Extensive selection of perennials,
natives, vegetables, herbs, shrubs, and more.
Emphasis on natives and pollinator-friendly plants.
Master Gardeners are available to answer your
gardening questions. For more information visit
bentonmg.org/plant-sale

Visit www.MigratoryBirdFestival.com to learn about
online presentations and workshops (like 2021), our
Bird Crawl Passport program, and LIVE - In Person
events!

Board Meeting Summary
April 14, 2022
The Zoom meeting was called to order at 7:02 PM by
co-president Dave Mellinger.
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Present: Phyllis Bailey, Mark Baldwin, Bev Clark,
Kelly Collins, Karan & Jim Fairchild, Dave Mellinger,
Mai Kiigemagi, Matt Lee, Suzanne Ortiz, Carolyn
Peterson, Sue Powell, and Dodie Wilson.

Committee reports:
President's report: Nominations - Karan reported that
the candidates for next year's Officers and Board
members will be presented in the May issue of The
Chat. Voting will occur during the general meeting on
May 19.
Program Committee: Meeting room for next fall.
Discussion of possible locations. Corvallis Community
Center (C3) is looking like a good possibility. Mark will
check out (wifi/bluetooth) Accessibility. Many
suggestions for presentation speakers were put forth.
Treasurer's report: Carolyn discussed the proposed
budget for the next fiscal year. Also discussed was
projectors and computers for use at the general
meeting presentations. Dodie has a used laptop that
she'd be willing to donate.
Education Team: Dodie reported that the first Family
Bird Trail Day was attended by three families. Girl
Scout Day Camp is coming up May 7. For the week of
May 2-6, Hesthavn will be open for visitors, 12-2 PM.
Members of the Education Team will be on site.
Suzanne originated this idea, which corresponds with
Natural Areas Celebration Week. She will be present
on most or all days.
Conservation: ASC signed on to a letter restricting the
use of drones in Oregon state parks. The Board voted
to approve signing the letter. Logging planned for this
spring in the City of Corvallis watershed is on hold. But
is being monitored. This is a concern, since no public
input was obtained before deciding to log these 100+
year old forest stands. Public comments are being
sought for the Western Oregon State Forest Habitat
Conservation Plan. Due date has been extended from
May 15 until June 1. No updates on the Coffin Butte
Landfill expansion at this time. Check out Jim's article
on the ASC website for more information on these and
other issues.
Hesthavn: Ray was not in attendance, but Sue
commented that the issues with the kiosks need to be
resolved. There is a problem with the left barn kiosk

lock and some leaking in the right kiosk. It would be
nice to have this fixed before May 2.
Diversity Committee: Suzanne reported that she will
set up a committee meeting the week of April 25.
Audubon Photos Traveling Exhibit: Mark Baldwin is
the contact person for ASC's involvement with
scheduling the exhibit, which will hopefully be in
collaboration with OSU. Dates are between Oct. 22
and June 23.
Meeting adjourned at 8:12 PM.
Mai Kiigemagi, Acting Secretary

Open Board Meetings
ASC Board of Directors meetings are open to all ASC
members, and the Board encourages you to come and
see what we do. Our monthly Board meeting is on
Thursday, one week before the General Meeting. See
the Board meeting minutes or ASC website for location
and time.

Membership Corner
Welcome New Members!
Astrid Peterson
Kate Lowry

General Membership Renewal
Information
For membership renewal online go to the ASC website
(https://auduboncorvallis.org/membership/)
and renew via PayPal. To renew by USPS, mail a
check to ASC, PO Box 148, Corvallis, OR 97339.

Email Notifications/Meeting
Cancellations
We encourage members to join the ASC listserv to
receive emergency email notifications about meeting
cancellations related to weather conditions, updated
information about ASC events, fieldtrip locations, and
volunteer work parties. Send an email to the
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administrator (Karan Fairchild, mail to:
alderspr@peak.org) and request to be added.

Have You Changed Your Contact
Info?
If you have moved recently or changed your email/mail
addresses, please update your information by emailing
it to adamus7@comcast.net.
Thank you for your generosity and support!
Paul Adamus, Membership Chair

Contributors to this Chat
Paul Adamus, Don Boucher, Ray Drapek, Duncan
Evered, Jim Fairchild, Karan Fairchild, Mai Kiigemagi,
Matt Lee, Suzanne Ortiz, Sue Powell, William
Proebsting, Jamie Simmons, Caryn Stoess, and Dodie
Wilson

Chat Articles

June 19, 10 AM to Noon - Barn and Yard work party
(Hesthavn)
June 22, 10 AM to Noon - Youth Volunteer Corps work
party (Hesthavn)
June 26, 10 AM to Noon - Weed work party (Hesthavn)
July 6, 10 AM to Noon - Youth Volunteer Corps work
party (Hesthavn)
July 17, 10 AM to Noon - Weed work party (Hesthavn)
July 27, 10 AM to Noon - Youth Volunteer Corps work
party (Hesthavn)
July 31, 10 AM to Noon - Barn and yard work party
(Hesthavn)
August 10, 10 AM to Noon - Youth Volunteer Corps
work party (Hesthavn)
August 14, 10 AM to Noon - Weed work party
(Hesthavn)
September 4, 10 AM to Noon - Weed work party
(Hesthavn)
Board and Member meetings may have to be
cancelled or changed to ZOOM due to pandemic
challenges, so please check our website for the
latest scheduling info.

The Chat editors (Kelly Collins, Teri Engbring, and
Naomi Weidner) welcome articles from all members of
the Audubon Society of Corvallis. Please submit
articles to the Chat editor by the fourth Thursday of the
month, unless another date is indicated in the Chat
calendar the previous month. Submit text and photos
to: chateditors@gmail.com.

Calendar
May 2-6, Noon to 2 PM - Hesthavn Open House
May 12, 7 PM - Board Meeting (Zoom)
May 14, 10 AM to Noon - Family Bird Trail Day
(Hesthavn)
May 14, 8 AM to Noon – Second Saturday Field Day
(Willamette Park)
May 15, 10 AM to Noon - Weed work party (Hesthavn)
May 19, 7 PM - General Meeting: Dr. Jonathon Valente,
Recent Marbled Murrelet research (Zoom)
May 29, 10 AM to Noon - Barn and yard work party
(Hesthavn)

American Kestrel photo by Tom Heath
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Officers
Co-President
Co-President
Vice President
Secretary
Treasurer

Dave Mellinger
Karan Fairchild
Committee
Susan McNutt
Carolyn Peterson

dmell3.14159(at)gmail.com
alderspr(at)peak.org
audubon.corvallis@gmail.com
daisidel@hotmail.com
chinstrapdreams(at)comcast.net

Mark Baldwin
Mikaela Lea
Christina Linkem
Suzanne Ortiz
Phyllis Bailey
Dodie Wilson

audubon.corvallis@gmail.com
mikaelalea96(at)gmail.com
cnlinkem(at)hawaii.edu
audubon.corvallis@gmail.com
pbgrebe2004@yahoo.com
dgwilson802(at)gmail.com

Karan Fairchild
Matt Lee
Teri Engbring, Kelly Collins

alderspr(at)peak.org
BluebirdTrail.corvallisaudubon@gmail.com
chateditors(at)gmail.com

Matt Lee & Bev Clark
Jim Fairchild

audubon.corvallis@gmail.com
alderspring@peak.org

Suzanne Ortiz

audubon.corvallis@gmail.com

Dodie Wilson & Meika Vingelen
Duncan Evered, Caryn Stoess
Fred Ramsey
Ray Drapek
Marcia Cutler
Paul Adamus
Sue Powell
Facebook, Nancy DeMasi
Instagram,Christina Linkem
Becky Garrett
Sally Shaw

asc.educationteam@gmail.com
CorvallisAudubonSecondSaturday@gmail.com
flramsey5(at)comcast.net
raydrapek(at)gmail.com
marciafcutler(at)comcast.net
adamus7(at)comcast.net
Website.auduboncorvallis@gmail.com
media.audubon.corvallis@gmail.com
cnlinkem(at)hawaii.edu
becky.bittern(at)yahoo.com
shaws(at)peak.org

Board Members

Chairpersons
Birdathon
Bluebird Trail
CHAT Editors
Christmas Bird Count
Co-Chairs
Conservation
Corvallis Sustainability
Coalition
Education Team
Co-Coordinators
Field Trip - local
Field Trip - regional
Hesthavn
Historian
Membership
Publicity

Refreshments
Sales Table
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The CHAT is published 10 times a year by the Audubon Society of Corvallis,
PO Box 148, Corvallis OR 97339. Annual ASC memberships are $25 for an
individual; $35 for a family; $15 for students; $15 for CHAT-only
subscriptions (email delivery only); $50 for Supporting Level; $150 for Patron
Level; and $250 for Benefactor Level.

Interested in volunteering?
Please let us know:
volunteerasc@gmail.com

Find us online

https://auduboncorvallis.org/

https://www.facebook.com/CorvallisAudubon/

https://www.instagram.com/auduboncorvallis/

Audubon Society of Corvallis

15

